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Four Years of Gaza Blockade: Some Lessons Learned / Omar Sha ban

The Gaza flotilla brought the blockade into sharp relief and highlighted its failures. We must seize this moment and take
advantage of the world’s interest in Gaza to find a long term solution for the overarching problem of the occupation. We
can begin to heal Gaza and bring Israelis and Palestinians one step closer to peace by a cooperation between govern-
ment and civil society, accompanied by vast international support.

Source: Common Ground News Service, July 8, 2010 @

Where American Interests Lie / Musa Keilani

Many Jordanians still feel confident that US President Barack Obama will sooner or later honour his commitment to a
two-state solution to settle the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. But the Israeli media have been attempting to manipulate
many minds by giving the impression that Obama is a cloned image of his predecessor. I doubt it very much. Obama is
aware that Netanyahu will never allow him to deliver on his promise of a two-state solution in Palestine.

Source: The Jordan Times (Amman), July 11, 2010

PA between a Rock and a Hard Place / Tarig Mukhimer

In early March 2010, the Arab League gave its backing to the resumption of the Israel-Palestinian peace talks. The PA
hopes the Obama administration will be in a position to force Israel into announcing a new moratorium on settlement
building in exchange for continuing proximity talks. Apparently, Netanyahu aims at settling the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict based on an "extended model of Oslo arrangement".

Source: Maan News, (Bethlehem), July 11, 2010

An Imminent Government of Partnership or a Coup in Baghdad? / George Semaan

The Iraqis and those concerned by Iraqi affairs expect the birth of a new government before the pullout of the American
troops at the end of next month and before the end of the constitutional deadline regulating the formation of institu-
tions. However, what if the four major blocs that have won the last parliamentary elections do not reach an agreement
and the crisis of the formation of the anticipated government is prolonged?

Source: Al-Hayat (London), July 12, 2010

Fadlallah was Lebanon's Man in Full / Rami G. Khouri

Sheikh Mohammed Hussein Fadlallah, Lebanon’s most influential Shiite Muslim leader who died recently in Beirut was
a source of emulation for Shiites during his lifetime. A key reason for his elevated status was his philosophy of the obli-
gation of the weak and oppressed to struggle and if necessary to fight for their humanity, liberation, dignity and rights.
Fadlallah’s life story is so noteworthy because it transcends the Hizbullah-dominated dimensions of Lebanese Shiism.
Source: The Daily Star (Beirut), July 9, 2010

Amir Taheri / Turkey's Forgotten War

Little attention is paid to a forgotten war that has claimed more victims during the past three weeks. This forgotten war
is Turkey's 20-year long campaign to subdue its Kurdish rebels who have found a safe haven in neighboring Iraq. The
neo-Ottoman approach of the AKP to the Kurdish problem is further complicated by the identification of the Kurdish
minority with the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), a Marxist outfit with a discourse that belongs to another age.
Source: Al-Sharq Al-Awsat (London), July 9, 2010

Can Ashton Mediate between Turkey and Israel? / Abdullah Bozkurt

On the heels of opening a new chapter in negotiations with Turkey last month, the political dialogue meeting being held
today in Istanbul at the ministerial level between the EU and Turkey will be an important venue to survey the overall
relationship of Turkey with the 27-nation bloc. The question that comes to mind is if EU foreign affairs chief Lady
Ashton can possibly play a role in patching up ties between Israel & Turkey?

Source: Todayis Zaman (Istanbul), July 13, 2010 @
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