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Conlents Failed compromise at
Camp David
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Demooragy American by FEISAL HUSSEINI *
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In spite ol the popular uprising in the occupied Palestinian

LhT] - h . . . .
fihen the ponal state o piroriag he [sracli sovernment condinues (o claim that

exclnces four million

woters . iTwent very far inils concessions to the Palestinians al the
Camyp David summit. These proposals did not, however,
wher: Dusiness auarantee the mintmal conditions for creating a viable

dnvesls ur Bilion  Pajostinian state, nor did they concede our rights over

dollars Jerusalem  or adequately address the plight of the
When informatian Palestinian retugees,

travels at "internel

spead” Instead. the [sraehs pliyved on (he balasnec of lorces,

Carewell o the land of Claiming that their (llegal) scrilements in the occupicd

lhe Lilie Red Book *  territorics altowed them to modify the barders of 4 June

1967, laid down in UN securily council resolations 242

Mot working and 338 This miscalculation was the downfall of the
aceord worked oul in Osle In 1993,

Should corporations

czre?
=EEL The Palestimans have not benelited from the Oslo peac
A clobal eompact process. Rather, the reverse 1s frue. Sinee 1993 they have
_ had cven more of their land taken away [or [srueli
Ol in the way y] settlements and their economy has been devastated by

devalopmeant Sy i '
srEpme nultary  closures. The maps  showing the  Israelis

Fighting for 2 praper proposals at Camp David confirmn that there was no
peace ” solution to these problems om offer.

Failed compromise

at Camp David Mhe territorees under complele Palestinian conteol (zon

AYare a colloction of discomnected 1slands with no coniro]
Renlaying the nver accupied Last Jerusalem or bordors with the rest ol
potures the Avab world, [srael did nol wtempl o resolve these
problems at Camgp David bul rather 1o reinforee i
control. As the maps show, the West Bank was 10 bhe
divided o three cantons, with the setilements 1oft n
The science betind  place. In Fast Jerosulem there wus 1o be an impossible

Demecracy has many
hues ™

shepping ” Jigsaw oF  Palestinjan-controlled  sones  and  Israeli
CamTranicabon sottlements. Such an_agreement W_Ulllld ]ww:_ offered
breods democragy - Dether ccononue viability nor the minimal requiremeni

for 2 politically independent slate.

Ararchist plans for

Spain * Yet during these last yvears the basis for a solution o the
The revolution an [sracli-Pulestnian confhet had been defined. In 1988 the
i =" Palestinian National Council {PNC) met in Algiers and

voled 1n fuvour of 4 two-state sofulion hased on sceourit

Three vears ol 6ivil  coyneil resolutions 242 :md 338, which call for lsraels
ey withdrawal from the lands occupied in the JTune 1967 wur.
This hisloric decislon meant recogmilion, not just of
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s listoric decision meant rccognition, not just of

[sracl's nghi Lo oxist, but also o cxcreise that rigiht on
8% of histovie Palestine. The PNC agreed 1o a
Palestiman stale in the West Bank und Gaza, including
Terusalem - that s to say 0w just 224% of historic Palesting
I agrecing this, the Palestinians - the original inhabitants
ol Palesting - recognised an [srael living in peace and
sceurity within the 4 June 1967 borders.

The PNC decision opened the way 10 the 1991 Madrid
conterence and the talks that led to the 1993 Oslo accord.
The two sides thus agreed 1o put into practice the UN
resolutions and the panciple of land for peace. The
Israchs and the Palestinians now had the chance - or so
we lhought - 10 change the face of the reglon, and twr
hatc and  bloadshed  ine peacc and  cooperation

Seven years alter Oslo. the Palestinians only partially
comrol 407 of the Wesl Bank and 70% of the Gaza Strip,
lsraci 15 sull quibbling about the third withdrawal
provided for in the Oslo accords. During those vears, but
cspectally under Ehud Barak, it has gone on “"creating
facts™ on the ground: il has acccleraied selllemen
huilding and land confiscation - more than 80,000 scttlers
have come to Tive in the West Bank sinee Oslo. The holy
city of Jerusalom remains barred 1o the majority of
Palcstintans and their ability to travel between West Ban

citics, and [rom the West Bank to Gary, is cxtremely
limited.

Al Camnp David we had a partner far more powertul than
us; and the United Srates, instead of behaving like o real
mediator, sided wilh lsracl to put pressure on us and force
concessions from us that would not have been aceeptable
(o the Palestinian people - or o the Azab and Muslim
world with respect 1o Terusalom, Thus the summirt failed.

Yel hoth sides had made a greal step forward and crossed
numeraus hurdles. Unlorlunatety, Barak was a prisencr to
his awn internal political problems and, once he retumed
itom Comp Bavid, began w take short-term decisions in
order 1o save his government. The most tragic of these
was 10 allow the visil Lo the Haram al-Shanf, Islam's third
most holy place, by Ariel Sharon - a war eriminal with
whom Barak hoped 1o furm a coalition government. The
protests that followed his visit quickly twmed iuto a
popular insurrection, [omented by vears of [rusirations
and humiliations,

Al some stage the Puleslinians and lsraelis will return 1o
the negotiating table, hul not to the process put in place by
Oslo. lsrael's excessive, brutal usc of force has proved that
the Palestinians need an international force ta puarantes
their sceurity. Thore must also be a mechanism  of
international control (o cnsure thal lsrael puts its sione

accords it effecl. And the world must accept that, if the
Lsraelis can build scttlements even as they negotiate, then
the Palcstimans can demonstrate while thev negotiale oo,

The new mechanism  must recreate thal  spirit of
confidenee that began with the Madnd conflerence and
was Dascd on pnplomoenting internationat resolutions. |
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we could cstablish such an approach, we could move
forward. The peace process would replace the war process
and the jedie of reason would replace that of force, The
sooner wisdom prevans. the sooner we shall be able 1o
resume the path o a lasting peace.

responsthilily i Jerusalem

Translated by Wendy Kristianasen
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