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Fighting for a proper
peace

For two months the intifada has shown
little sign of abating, showing the
Palestinians' determination to see an en
to settlement and occupation once and for
all. The Oslo accords provided for
five-year interim period of autonomy in the
West Bank and Gaza. That was tup last
year on 4 May. What is in question now is
a definitive settlement of the
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict. But the
negotiating rules are one-sided: Israel will
not implement UN security council
resolution 242, which calls for it
withdrawal from the occupied territories
and the US, far from being impartial,
always "advises" the Palestinians to agree
to Israeli proposals. So there is a need to
redefine a legal framework based on
international law and security council
resolutions, with the participation of other
players - such as the UN, Europe, Russia -
alongside the US. This is the only way
there can be real peace, based on
coexistence between two sovereign

states.
by ALAIN GRESH
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There were plenly of wamings. Alrcady on 15 May, to
mark the date of the nakhe, the "catasirophe” of 1948-49,
thousauds ol Palestintans had besieged Netzarim in the
Gaza Streip. and Negohot, Benl EL and Pesagol in the West
Bank. Thesc Israch seitlements, planted in the hearl of
Palestinian temitory, cryslullise Palestinian cxasperation.
Day after day they gnaw away al thair land. They receive
special protection in the form of thousands of [sraslis
soldiers, endiess checkpoints gt which DPalestinians ar
routincly  humtliated. und bypass roads resoived (o
settlers. In short their very existence mukes any idey of o
viuble, xovercign, indepenident state scem like pie i the
sky,
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Istacli primz minisier Bhud Baralk, like each of his
predecessors, approved new housing - $500m  were
carmarked lor setilements in the 2001 budget - cven as he
was declaring lis wish Lo sign a lasting peace between the
Istaeli and Palestinian peoples. And in ud-May  the
housimg ounister was promlsing new perks lor Jews
moving  mto  the sclllement of Arel. A brochure
undlerhned e deals 1o be had: only $4,600 for an
apartment that can be paid ofl in monthly instalments of
JUsLSZEHI (1)

These settlemenls - all within termlory  which, m
international  law, 15 onquestionably  Palestinian -
cheapsulate the mosl cxplosive points ol Fction of the
new ntifada. For 1ts first message is clear; Istacl must
choose Detween peace and settlements - seltlemenis that
the Inlernational Criminal Court siatutes, adopted in
Rome in fody 1998, qualiflied as o war crime. From thal
poid of view, lhe Palestinian uprising has already scored
one suceess by makmy the settlers' daily [ives more
precarious and their defence more coslly. As one residen
from Netzer Hazoant in Gaza complains, "the shooling 1s
not elfective, but it 1s slowly killing the people. They firc
off onc round and drive the whele setllement crazy. They
make the alert squad jump. they make the residents jump
and 1hey make the whole area jump, Nol 1o mention the
wonten and children, That's the worst™ (20,

Are lsraelis beginning 1o wake up o all Lhis? Do they
want o die for Netzarim! Wrlter David Grossman, ke
the Peace how movement. says the sertlements should be
disbandcd {3) Yossi Sarid, a member of Knessct for the
lefltwing Merels party, concedes that "the settlemeants thal
arc currently m the eve of the storm endanger first and
foremost their own residents, but also endanger soldiers
We think that these sertlements, despile the discomlort,
need to be uprooled immediately™ (4},

The new inlilada marks the Incluctable end (o the st ten
vears of negetiations. Palestinian analyst Ghassan Khatib
recalls thot 0 was lurgely United States’ advice that
persuaded "the Palestinian leadership that the best way to
achiove s objectives was 10 completely drop violence as
an aption, and to siick o demands that are justilted and
begitimised by inlernational law, in partienlar, the only
securily councll resolution that cojoys the support of
lsrael, resolution 242", Despite these concessions and the
acceplance ol all Israch security demands (there were
almost no lerrorist attacks belween Scplember 1997 and
September ZU00), continued Khatb, tsracl not ouly went
an contiscating land but said, at the Camp David summit
that "in the final deal the seitlements should remain part
ol Israe] and that. i Jerusalem, what it has taken should
rernatn iis own' {5}

These unpceeptable demands (6) (scc map), together with
Hizbollah's succcssful armed strupple in south Lebanon,
pravided the fuel for thig Palestinian uprising. Its aim is 1o
change the miles of the game n order to reach a just peac
based on the coexistencs ol lwo stales.
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Like the previous intitada that hroke out in 1987 {and
lasted votil 1993), this is a popular and spoataneous revolt
- nel something that waz summoned up to order. But, s
jooenalisr - Graham Usher points out (7). it has
characleristics of 1ls wvwn: Falah, Yasser Arafil's own
argamsation, which had been somewhat marginabised by
the Palestinian Authority (PA), has taken a leading role,
as have the muddie runking “wraduates” of the firs
maitidas All the navonal and Islamist factions, icluding
Hivnus cnd Isbumie Ihad, have joined logether within g
common ieddership - not the caze wm 1987 - and they
recogiise e weight of Fath, The use of violence,
imcluding armed violence, againgt the presence ol [sraelis
w the seeupied territories - whether as soldiers or settlers
- marks thie speeific nature of the now movement.

What 15 Avulat's role inoall this? I is bard (o establish with
aiy degree of precision. The PA, set up i 1994, luas
certally been discredited by its corruption ag well as its
ncgotiating mcthods, And the protests wic indircetiy
against the PA. Bul a1 the same Uime, Arafial himself
remalns a symbaol of the national struggle and this tine -
unlike i 1987 when he was exiled in Tunisia - he is
present on Patestinian soil. And once again he has show
himseit in tune with his peoplc's aspirations.

242 - nn maore, oo less

At all cvents, the peliticai abjectives of the Palestimian
endership amd the iniisda are anc and the same: the
retarn ot all the land scized in June 1967, including East
Terusalem. No more. ne less (8). The Palestiiians say that
they have made a historic comproinise by giving up 78%
of hustoric Palestine, and they refuse to give up more. S

they arc nveolang miternational law - United Nation

security counci] resoluiion 242 of 22 November 1967 and
recognition of the rght of rowum of Lhe Palestinian
refiugess - and a new mechanism for negotiations. A

Marwan Barvhouri, one of the key fisures in the present
uprising. explains, there 13 a need to ond the US
monopoty of the talks and o hold a4 "semi-inlernational
conlerence”. wainly under UN auspices. in which the
major powcers and lsrael, alestine, Syria and Lebanon
would all take part (93,

IPalestinian organisations and nmsurgents alike make onc
and the sane answer o Lsraell demunds to pul an end wo
violenee: there can be no return to the situation prior to 2%
September, when the clashes hesan, becnuse 11 was
precisely Thal situation thad ereated the conditions of the
prescit cxplosion,

The ability fo rally Avab and Musliom opimion Lo their sid

i5oone ¢ he Palestinions” main cards. This has bheen
helped by the new Arab saellite TV chains, led by Qatar's
famous larcera station, which are beaming oul images of
uprismy and repression. Durmg the first intifada - and the
Gull war - events in the Middle Fast were 1elayed by
CNN and the rest of the Western media, but now - from
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Palestiniun relugee camps to the back streats of Cairo or
Casablanca - people are sceing Arab images of the
conflict. Awd the large demonstrations being shown -
rom Amman io Tuns to Kuwait - arc [orcing the Arab
regimes 1o show solidarity with the Palestinians.

The Arab summit in Cairo on 21-22 Oclober, joincd [o
the first me in 10 years by the lragl regime, (ollowead by
the Islamic Conference Organtsation {ICO) summit in
Doha (Qatary on 12-13 November, resulted in sabstantial
material aid for the Palestinians and the PA, and also the
suapension of nonnalisation with Isracl, Morocco, Tunisia
and Oman shut down [sraclt delegations. Qatar, reluctanl
o follow swl, was forged wito line when the Saudis
tweatencd  w boyeott the 1O summit,. And on 21
November lgypl said 1t was reeathng its ambassador Lo
Tel Aviv. while Jordan grounded its own ambassador in
Arnra,

Saudl crown prince Abdullaby wok 1 harsh line from the
siart of the crisis, At the [CO swnmit be issued a wuming
o Muslin counttics that had relations with Isracl: "We
expecl these counities to downgrade their ties with Tsrae
to the mimmum level possible or completely suspend
them, and huk any luwre dealings with Isracl with real
progress 0 the peace process, nol just on the Palestinin
truck bul on all lracks invelved.” He also gave
Washinglon a big waming, thrcatening "to affirm the
suspension of diplomatic ties with any couniry Lha
wansters itz embassy o oceupied Jerusalem” {10) -
Canygress having voted countless times in favour of such a
MCHsuIe,

Accelerutzd by the crisis. a rapprochement  hetween
Baghdad and the Arab world took shape, Direct flight

between Baghdad wed regiona] capitals became routine.
Egypt and Trag resumed diplomatic relations broken 10
vears carbicr. At the GO summit there were even signs of
détente between Iraq and Kuwaitl. The section of the final
resolution dealing with relations between the two had its
lraditional title "Consequences of the Iragl aggression
agalnst Kuwat" toned down o "The situation between
Lrag and Kuwit". The emir of Qatar, president of the [CO
for the next tiree years, was tormally asked 1o conduel! a
goodwitl mission belween the two counlries. The final
resolution also condemned Lthe "tllegal” acts to which Trag
has been subjected Voulside the fromework of United
Natons resolutions” - a elear relerence w the US-British
bombing rawds on lrag.

Racghdad hack on the scene

Uncee agam Baghdad is displaying its solidanty with the
Palestintans, Vice prime minister Tareq Adz wamed that
“aomygor confhet o the Middle East 1s possible.
Confrovtations are likely to extend heyond Jerusulem, the
West Bunk, and Gaza, Irag bas o role to play in fulure
developmeoms. [[1] cannol stand idly by while lsrae
COMLINLLY LEgresdion against the Arabs" (11}
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The US™ Middle Fast strarcgy, lorged in the attermath of
the fine allied vicwory against Baghdad in spring 1991, 18
looking mercasingly sluky. s {win premises were a
solutien 1o the Arab-lsrael condlict and the isolation of
rogue states - al the head of which came [rag and lran.
Paralyscd by the goings-on in Florida, the White Housc is
wilnessing the crosion of the anti-lrag consensus and the
reappearance of an Arab Trout - s6ll ragile, but with
Bazhdad now parl of it

Anti-American {celing, wlreudy high, s growing and the
State Department 18 nereasing wamings fo Americans
traveltling 1 the region. The murderous atlack on the
destruver Col on 12 October in Aden shows  ihe
vuliierabitity  of the VS military  prosence.  srael's
inicgration 1nto the region has not just been stopped short,
hut pur back 1o where it was in 1994 when it signed ils
peace treaty with Jordan. US atfermapts o enrol the Gulf
statcs 11 o regional defence imitialive have come 10
nothing (12). Bill Clinton's successor will have a job 10
redeline the whote of US pelicy in a region once morc
stirred by sounds of confhcl.

So where 15 e Middic East heading? Scveral US and
Israeli officials are talking ol the risk of contlict spreading
lo Lebanon and Swieta, or of a destabilising of cxisting
regimes, such as in Jordan, [srael's brutal repression was
premedilated: "For (wo years we have been prepanng (o
this sort af lghting.” said lsraeli chicf of staff General
Shanl Molaz, Ampesty Inlemational ssid at the end ol
October that it could constitute a war crime. [Towever, as
most lsrash military analysts confirm, repression wil
resolve nothing.

Mobiltsing reservists can only inerease lassilude in Lsracl
where 2 section of public opinion kas now loumd 115 voic
and 1¢ calling for an ond to the settlements. Stifling the
Palestintan territories ccomomically, scnding in tanks and
helicopters, and attacks side fsrael Jisclf will all widen
the cliasm separating the two peoples - pooples who by
and large. to judge by mid-Novomber's polls. ar
stbborniy still supporling peace {(13).

In an open |etter to Barak entitled "One minule before the
next war', Frofessor Shaut Mishal, a poltiical scientist al
Tal Aviv university, wrowe: "When the dust setiles on the
next [sracli-Palestinian or [sracli-Arab war, we will most
certalnly be the victors. And vou, Mr Frime Minister, wil

swditenly vmerge irom the smoky edges of the hawdeficld
W deliver the liest of culogies aloug the fresh graves.
You might cven peorsuade many people thar this was the
weost justiled Jewish war that ever was. [ will be a war in
which we win every batte, but these victories will lead us
nowhere but back to square one, Who better than you
knows (hal when the last battle 1s over and we arc {orced
o sit down to negolale with the Palestinians  and
representatives ot the Auab o stutes, with  Amcrican.
European and perbiaps atse intemational participation, w

will have Lo discuss the sune painful fermiorial 1ssues. and
Jerusalem, and the refiiged’s right o retum” (14),
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Ropors un faraeli Serdement in the ocoupied
fervitnries, Washinglon, Septemboer-Octaber 2000,

Mramel Ben Sunen, "Road Lo hell”, Hagreiz, 17
November 2000,

Lihdration, § November 2000

Sow Stcrnarionad flevadd Tribuwe, Parts, 13
o smlyer 2000

Herfoifne Repor Jerusulent 15 November 20045
Foud Akram Hanivye's sceounl of the falks, " Ce quu

s'est résllement pussé @ Camp David ", Reviee
o Brudes palestinienncs, Paris, n25, autumn 2000,

o See Graham Usher, "The Imatada this time”, 47

Afram Weeldy, Cairo, 2-8 November 2000,

- The Palestinian negotiators ar {amp David did

livwover accepl the idey of an exchange of (errilorics.
I Isracl wished to anncx lands with the highest
concentration ol setilers, they should cede an
cquivakent ammount (o the Palestinian statc.

Titerview will Af Zeoman, London, 27 Oclober 2000,

repraduced by Swmowary of World Broaelcases
(SWEB, BBC, London, 30 Qctober 2000,

Swennanry af Workd Browdeosts (SWB), BBC,
London, 14 WNovemner 20000,

I limerveow wath A Sefir, Beirut 20 Novermber 2000,

repraduced by Mideosi Aireor, London, 20
Nuavember 2{0H).

- See Geolfrey Aromson, "Armed peace in the Middle

Fast", Le Monde diplomatique, English cdition, July
204,

3. For Israch opimon, see Maorn:, Tel Aviv, 17

November 2000. and for Paleslinian opinion, Bir Zeit
university website:
www hirzeit.edv/dspfsurv2indes himl

(1) Mideast Micror, 17 Novenber 2000,

Translated by Wendy Kristianasen
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