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Images of Islam

No one loves a monster like the British press ~ and Islam fs
always there fo hand whern the need arises and the time Is ripe

Islnm has been feared and loathed by the West since it first inade jrs

ippearance in Europy in the eighth century — within 2 century of its
creation in the deserts of Arabig, Centuries lacer, Richard the lionheart
of Engdand placed the nobility und chivalry of Saladin, his opponent in
the Crusade to regover the Holy Places of Jerusalem, above thar aof hiz
awn side. Then as now: it mads lirtle diffcrence tw the popular
peteepnion of Christanityy only rival,

Muslims are e largest relicious nrnority in Britain, around 554 of
them from the Indian subcontinent with the majoricy sertled in southe
sastern England. It is on the larrer carmmunity thae shmophaobia i3
dominanely visited. While the term Llimophobia, coined to expross the
mix of fear and dread thar characterises western uttieudes o Islam, is of
relatively recent date, modern anu-Musiint sentiment, as expressed in che
British press, for instance, is sunply one version of 1 well-established
tradition more or less coterminous with ehe: first confrontarion of dhe
two communities all thase cenrurics ago

'J"hrouglmut their mugnal histnr}’, the powers of western Europe,
fearing contace with Muskims could lead to conversions to the new
religion. demonised Islam and its beltcvers in the interests of whipping
up Christian resistance amang a population little inclined o g0 10 War
with the invader whom they fonnd little worse than their present lords
and masters and, often, rather muore civilived than less, Then as v, the
representation of ‘the other in 4 negativi: light lewirimise eXisting
Power structures and served ag propuganda in the long centuriss of the
bartle agairst fslan, Spain was occupied and ried by its Muslim
conquerars for seven centuriess: Granada did not finally fall to the
Chrestian ralers Ferdinand and lsabulla until 1492, The armivs of the
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Turkish sultan woere lase at the gates of Vienna as late as 1683, i
Perceptions and conceptions of Islant in the Wesr have had plenty of
time to mature. .

Aithough thete have been tmes of mulual learning :mdl
understanding, these are isolated TOITIENES n th_c grneral chm:;u-c of
ignorance, conflict and demoenisation in which it has been eaSJcr_]tlo. a
:I‘L'.‘Ctpt the most outageows of the muyths: M ushn:ls woTe — and s.:? .11:& .
defined as barbaric, ignorant, closed-minded semi-citizens, or maddene
rervorists and uiolecant religious zealots. ) . _

Today's Idamophebia feeds on histary o fill Qut its sterzarypos, but it
alser bas featares that scem from more tecent narmtives such as B
colonialism, immigration and racism. The Runnymede Trust_.‘ 3 Btrmsz
funding body, identified seven features of Is];mmphgbm: Muslirm cultres
are momolichic: substantially differene from ohers; ]1nPI;|C:Ib]e and
threatening; Muslims use their faith for politica|_ or military udu-uf:rug;‘;'
their criticism of western cultures and aocictics_ is reJected out af hur.jd,
fear ot Islam is linked o racist hosdlity to immigration: [.c.]_:nm_q_:hubm
itself 3 assumed eo be ‘natuml’ and diercfore unproblemuatic. .

The term “fundamentalism’, first apphicd to Islam .afser_ the [m_man
revolutdon in 1979, added to the existing wuulth of h:stor{cal prejudice
and heralded a new, particularly adversarial p}ms:_: in Musl:m_-Cl-.nsmn
relations. As represented by the media, *Tslamic ;1L|1d411|c|1tul15t§ becane

the “true’ Musliens'. and all Muslims were tamic fundanentalists. The
Qbserver referrud to “the phenomenon of the new, or rather very old .
[slam, the dangerous fundamentalisrn revived by the ayaroliahs :l.mi their
admirers as 2 device, indistinguishabie from a weapon, for BN 3
modern state’. The article referred to the “new Islamic States” as lm!r:
miore than intolerant, bloody and fnally INCOMpLrent oS U,t the
Holy Book. Comparisons berween the {uran _und Hitler’s Ve Kanpf
referred to the chopping off of hands and gouging out of eves, _
concluding that there was ‘more bload and stupidity than glamour in the
theacracy of the Sons of the Propher’. N R

The period following the Rushdie af?a_lr in Bricain {19849 and che
Gull War (1990-199171 gave the press and its cartaon sl - the broads?lc.}-:.rt
‘qualiny’ papers as moch as the tabloids — their head \m_rh scarcely a voice
raised tn procest at images and comments t]’l_'.lE were racist and _——
[lamophobic, and deeply offensive to Muslims at 2 dime when t-t} ,\f.m-
saft targets for vicious lampoans that took advantage of their wiakness.
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Particularly when ¢ :

. F ¢ oroups ¢ oD . . . : A . - . R

the mai SToUps concerned wore largely unrepresented in ' borders of Hritain. As do those thar home in on immigration.
streamn press and silenced by the lack of apy alternative voice . e
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In .l:he Suers, MNet] Kinnock, then leader of the Labage Party in
apposition, sceks o Improve his political fortuneq Today’s cartoon s elf.
exp}arfatnr}f: Both imayes imply a sense of the enemy within: Muslim.
are mfilerating Brirain and plan to overrake Eovernmmeny from insidy tf;e

The Independent cartoonist criricises the apparcntly open governmertt
pelicy on immigration and asvlum, while the Sun puts Asian mmigranes
at the bottotn of the social heap.
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e for which lslamie fanaticism is ro blame.

I];'a.‘ur A.t:bqs is coautor, with Alex Heall and Nusrag Shaheen, of The
; me-msatimll of Muslitns in the Beitish Press: lslarnophuble‘:
undamentalists and Political Cartorans, o FEPOR firuded by the :R.'um}-mm'c
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This Jctaber the Festival rmaches out k2 thie last fiorbar with a t21 day
expo-abion of space and literature looking at the ways in which p'ace,
Incatinn ard :dentity influerce wntes, I mose than wa hundrad

o petling everts, wrilers from acmss the globe core to Chaltenharr
te revzal literary locations, break toundsries ard take us on oL rreys
aroun the world and into their work.

Bzak 1! ofters childzen an anmssatre annuzl feast ol activities,
advaitures and the chance to mest exziting authoss Tom Joan Aiken
to Martin Jarvis. Voicas OfF, with distinctive events at (rendly town
centre venves, has a dashing array of poars and performers, singes
aud storytellers, troubadaurs and talkers 2pp=a-ing everywinze fom
tafés ard pubs ta ba‘s and on board a bus.

Brochure Hotline Tel:01242 237377
Booking Hotline Tei: 01242 227979

Write to: Literature Festival Box Office, Town Hall,
Imperial Square, Chaltenham, Gloucestershire, GL50 104

visit: www.cheltenhamfestivals.co.uk

Thamas Keneally
Jostein Gzatder
Daoris Lessing
Jeanette Winterson
David Starkey
Michael Heseltine
R¢nald Blythe
Gitta Sereny
Susan Greenfield
Miranda Seymour
Hermiane Lee
Roy Porter
Edward Said

Prunella Scales

Bil! Bryson

Willy Russeli
Martin Bell
Andrew Motion
Adrian Noble
Richard Eyre
Frank Kermade
George Waldan
Morman Davies
Leon Brittan
Max Hastings
Roy Strang
Frederic Raphael
Redmond D'Hanfor
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