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Micdle East in baefall by MARIUS SCHATTNER *
Falestinian hopes in . ) y . )
tallers Ever smee the Sk DRay war one image and onc voice have

_ o rcamed implanted in the [sraelis' collective memory: the
fﬂ“;l-‘?at'%”‘: cily ol photo of the paratroopers at the foot of the Wastern Watl,
=N their ihces ecstalic, and the volce ol thelr commander
Jerusalem: myth General Motta Gur, declaring "the Temple Mount is
and reality * ours".

We are still the Om 7 Tune 1907 the lsraeli army had just conquered the

enemy. whole of Jerusalem's Ol Cily, including the Mara
Dehsighien dayvs al-Sharif, the precinet on which the Agsa moaque and the
Daome of the Rock arc sited, which Jews refer to oas the
Media omissions. Temple Mount. Leaving the precinet, Moshe Dayan, then
anmy lies mimster of defence. smd on the radio: "This moning the
Childran in the line ot 1sraghi armed [orces have liberated Terusalem, the divided
lire capital of lsracl. We have returned to the most holy of our

liolv places and we will never lose them agamn” (1)

& chranaology of
confrantation and

Faaotanon This was the start of the myth of the indivisibility of

Jerusalem. as "(he reunited and etemal capilal of the state
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of lsraet”. This dopma has heen so [innly implanied that 1
i3 bard to imagine that up unul 1967 the anthorities - of
the stale and pre-slale Ziomist movement - had neve
scrionsly  wied 1o ammex  Hast  Jerusalem.  Jewish
goverclgnty ovel the Temple Mount had never been
thowehl of in lecmporal 1crms.

From a rehigious pomnt of view, the most sacred place on
earth wus the ‘Femple which, according to the Bible, Kimg
Saolotmon built an Mounl Mornah, where  Abraha
sacrificed 4 ram oan place of lus son Isaac. In the Termple
was the Holy of Halies which only the high priest could
enter. [y destruction by the Romans in 70 AD did not
make the place any less sacred, according (o a tradition
eoing back at fcast as far as Maimonides, the 12th century
Jowish philosopher. "Hy the rivers of Babylon, there w
sat down. vea, wo wept, when we remembered Sion®
chanted the fivst exales after the fall of the first temple in
587 BC. S0 as not o forget this loss, w every Jewish
mariaze the bride and groom break a glass and sav out
loud: "It [ torget thee, o Jerusalem, let my right hand

[arzel s comning™.

Owver the past fowr centuries the Weslern Wall or Kotel
{also known as the Wailng Wall) acquired srowing
religious significance. The faithfn] came there to lument
the [all ol the Temple, of which it is the lasl vestige, They
prayv for the arrival of the Messiah, which will mark the
cnd of exile. Then, and only then, will the Tomple be
rebutlt. As the Talmud 1clls us, the rcbuilding of the
Temple and 115 altar does not (all to men.

The Wagll custodian of the Mushm holy places, more or
less tolerated these pravers sl the Wall but did nol permi
Jewish worship on the Agsa precinet itself: buill on the
site ot the Temple six centuries after its mein, the Hara
al-Shan! (Noble Sanctuary) is the third hohest place n
Islam, aftcr Mccea and Medma, However, religious Jews
did not themsclves ask to worship there, fearing it would
be sacrilege to trcad on the holy sitc of the Temple
without having first been purified,

Pious Jews went to the holy land, diven by persccution,
m Lhe hope of the imminent arcival of the Messiah or, fo
the poor. of material aid (sent by the diaspora to
Jerusalem's religions mstitutions). But no-onc canie to
build a state or twn  Jerusalem  into  a  capital

Zipmisin, appearing at the end af the 19th cenlury, was
not abour waiting for the Messiab, it was aboul
regrouping Jewish exiles in o new homeland. This was
anathema to the Orthodox, who watched helplessly as the
forces of nationalism recovered their religious symbols,
Paradoxically, the new movement had an ambivalont
atbitudde owwvards the iy from which it had taken its name

FFor the lirst Zaomsis. the gap helween hcavenly and
carthly lorosalem proveked that same  disappointiient
which so many visitors to the holy land have recounted.
Gustave Flaubert wrote in his travel diwry on |1 August
ESE0 thal the curse of God scemed ta hover over the cily,
a cily holy o dwee religions, which was dyving ol
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borcdony, swunaton and abandon, And the father of
madern Hebrew. Elierer Ben Yehuda, spoke of the shock
of contact with "the cily of Tyavid, destroyed and deserted,
debased to 115 fundaments” {23,

Zionism without Zion'

Theordor [Terzl, founding father of political Zionisn,
sought the protection of the foreign powers for lis
proposed Jewish National TTome and so was careful not
alicnate thom by making premature or exagzerated ¢laim
an Jeruzalemn. o lug ook The Jewish Stale {1896), he
promised the Christians a form of extra-lernitoriality over
e holy places. At a meeting witl the papal mmeio Lo
Vienna, Monscigneur Agliardl, on 18 May 1896, he even
envisaged extra-territoriality for the whole of JTerusalem,
willy the capital ol the lulure Jewish state sited to the nort
of the hely city, He even gave the same assurances 1o the
Turks (3} - though. 1t &5 true, tacucal promiscs cos
nothing, Another major fdsure, Chaim Welzmann, leader
of the Zionisl movement from the cnd of the first world
war, could nol bear forusalem: according to Isracli
historan Tom Seweyv (43, he fele it was the reverse ol the
Zivwst dream and  symbelised an ohsolete Judaism,

David Ben Gurion, head of the Jewish Agency (the
cxcculive hranch of the Zionist movement) and Israel's
first prome minister - whom Ehud Barak takes as his
model - was acutely aware ol the pitfalls ol the sacred. H

may have hoped one day to make the whole of Jerusalem
the capital of a Jewish stare, but [rst he wanted (o creale
thal slaie - g far more crucidl aim than historie and
relimous clamms on the holy city. Up aganst the Ziomst
right, which wn the lawe 19208 was organising conumniitee

for the defence of the Wall, Ben Gurion pleaded for the
politics ol the possible. In 1937 he accepted the Pecl
Commission plan which proposed paroliomng Palestin

into two atates - one lewish, on a small part of the land,
and Ihe other Arab, wilh Jorusalem remaining under
Rritish rule. Accnsed of promoting "Zionisn withou

Zion", he replied thal 11 wus necessary 1o scize the chane

of Torming an mdependemt lewish stale in Palestine, even
3t meant endarging ot o future date. M1 have always
made a4 distinetion between Lretz Istacl [the Land of
Isracl, which meang the whole of Palestine] and 2 state in
Erctr [sracl.” he wrote at the time. "I know the value of
the pravers and hymnas about Zion, but repeating them
ree times o day, 365 limes o year, for | L8000 yours, hasn't
given us an inch al land nor has it advanced us ong single
step towards redernplion.”

Some Zlonists were against a munigipal division of
Terusalent, As a resull, the municipalily temained 1n
Palesterian hands Ben Guoom wrole: "Our sitnation in
Jerosalem would be muoch better today 1f woe had
understood thalt we should have divided Jorusalom and
created an  autonomous  Jewish  municipality
Untortunately, a sterile, stupid, pretentions patriotis

dictated otherwise. As o oresult, the city is certainly
wnifted. but under the amhority of the Nashashibis and the
Khahdis |two leading  Palestinian  families], and all
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because some Jerusalem pelitician wanted us 1o rule over
the Temple Mout wnd  the Mosque  of  Omar”

Tike Herzl before him, Ben Gurion was interesled firs
and foremeast in new Jerusalem, 1n the western part of the
city. Thal yuurter, he theught, should become a lewish
town, separale from Lthe ©1d City, which was destined Lo
become a "spiritual and religious museum Tor al) the
religions” (33, In 1938, in conformity with these views,
the Jewish Agency produced an extremely detailed plan
proposing  tat thut the eastem purt of Jeorusalem,
meliding all of the Old City, remain under British
control. aud 1l western parl become the capital of the
lewish slate,

On 29 November 1947 the United Nations (eneral
Assembly adopted a partition plan that took its inspiration
from ihis propesal. Reselution 181 provided 1o
independent Jowish and  Arab states and a "special
iternational regime” for lerusalem and the holy places.
Ecn Gurion had the wisdom to agree, but the Zionist
right, a minority, did not. The Palestinians rejected the
partiion plan and the war that [wllowed ended in the
disaster that they call the nalkba. No *alestinian slale came
into heing and, worse, the JTewish side emerged from the
wir witll 2 thad more land than had been allocated to il
state. from which hundreds ot thousands of Palestiwans
were expelled,

n Jerusulem. however, the Tsraeh viclory was nol
complete. The Jordanian wmy won the Jewish guarter off
the Old Ciy, and its 2,000 uthabitanis had w seek relugze
i the wostern part in Mayv 1948, Their defence had been
swrourdad and. shorl of manpower and weapons. they
had no means of holding on without outside help, Either
they had 1o be evacuaiced or gwiven reinforcements. But the
Zionisl leadership did neither: it did nol wint to give up
the lewish quarter because ol 1ts symbolic signiticance,
but nor did 1t want to atlocate forces that would be more
nzeful elsewhere.

Iymoring the TN reselutions on  internationalizsing
Jerusalem, Ben Gurion solemnly declared to parhament
on 13 December 1949 that Tsrael "has, and w11l have, one
single capital, eternal Jerusalem™. Though he did not say
sa cxplicidy. he meant West Jerusalewn. Burlier, the leader
ol the nabonalist nght, Menahem HBegin, proposed writing
it in black and whne that fsrael's capital mcluded the Od
City and the hobv places. The prime minister asked b
sarcastically (7 he envisaged armed conguest of the Old
Cuy and, that not being the casc, conchuded that the
declaration made no sonse (6.

Unttl June 1967 Israch lcaders did not talk aboul
reuntilication, that is 10 say the conguest of the castemn part
of the cily, Then under Jordanian rule. Only the right,
which remained in opposiiion untl the formation of a
national wnity governent belore the war, ritually ralked
of the "liheration of Jorusalem”. The lsraehs seemed to
have [orgetien the eastern part of the city.

O 5 Jung 1967 the prime minisier, Levi Eshlkol, was
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worried. The political consequences of occupying the Old
Clty needed 10 be caretully weighed, he told the cabinet
it evening. The next morning the mmister ol defence,
Moslie Davan, was also hesitating about whether o order
Ihe troops i Lo take the Old City, The lemptation proved
irresistible.

‘I'he rest (s history; a larze part ol the Jowish population
wus overcome by a mystical nationalist fover and
celebrated  a scemingly  miraculous  victory und  Lhe
"reunion of Lhe people of lsracl with Tirets Tsrael™. The
way wis opened for the nse ol an extreme religious nght,
On 40 June lsraeh bulldozers latd wasle the Arab quarter
and openad up a large area in tront of the Western Wall,
forcing menwe than 100 Arab families 1o leave their home

dl three Lours” potice, Oon 27 June the Knesser extended
lsraeli legislation 1o Lhe castern part ol the city, which
anounted ta annexation.

The new municipal borders siretched eastward, absorbing
o muximun o land and a minmmum of Palestinians. But
the authoritics were careflul not to lieense the Mushims of
the entite world by touching the [Taram al-Sharil. When
Mayan ook the Old City, he made the soldiers take down
an lsraell [Jag they had hoisied over the Agsa precinct. On
17 June 1967 he conlirmed the Waqf's control of the
[Maram. and on 20 August the govemment [orbade Jews to
pray Lhere, o stop any such ideas on the part of the army
clhiiel rabbi, Shlama Coren (7).

Guren, wad as he might be, was not the only person to
sce i1 the comquest ol the Temple Mount the gemm of final
redemption - causing the philosopher  Yeshayahu
| eibovils to protost about the heuthen cult of the Wall
The writer André Néher deseribed the mood: ™hat
moming ol Shavuot “which fell that year on 7 lune}, all
Jews fell that a new stage had been reached in (0lGiment
of the maesstanic promise”, For him, the slogan "lerusalem
is nol nezatiable” was an act of failb - ab the very least "a
comrnon plafonn Tor all the lsraeli political parhies
without cxception” (&),

Meantime it has become clear that lerusalem is quite
negotiable, and has indeed heen nepolialed under the 1995
Oslo accords. Tlopes earlier this wvear of reaching som

sorl of consensus on the ssue have been dashed. It was a
guestion of loo hittle. oo late, to prevent the violence that
led 1o the deaths of dosens ol Palestinians in the holy city.
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Complele, Liltle Brown, 2000,
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1437, David Ben Gurion., Zibronot (Moemoirs), Am
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Parliamentary debate, & November 945,

Ruhbi Goren was convinced he knew the position of

the "holy of holics" and could thus enter the precinet

withoul trampling on this most sacred of placcs.

8. Andrd Néher, "Térusalem I'remplacabls” and "Les

grandes retrouvailles” in Dans tes portes Jerusalem,

Albin Michel, Paris, 1972,
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Translated by Wendy Kristianasen
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