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Midale East in Iresiall

since the outbreak of what has become known as the
Agsa intifada, the Israzli media have been going by the

tatters declaralions of mililary and civilian spokesmen, Normally
. this informution 1s fuirty preeisc, but this time 1t is full of
g‘;;‘ﬁ;‘%m- city of lics. omissions and imprecision. One cxample: joumnalists

were fed to believe that the excessive use of force to
Jerusalem: myth and  disperse demonstrators was Justificd by the danger to
reality * which lsraelis soldiers and civilians were exposed. This
wis the case on 29 Seplember al Priday prayers af e
Aqsa mosque when, according to army  spokesmen,

e are still the

anamy * . /
— overexciled vouths threw stomes al Jews prayving at the
Neheisheh davs Western Wall.

M*’d'ﬁ.c'm'ss'onsr ‘The lsracll human rights organisation B'tsclem published
army fies g report which contirms the version of Palesiinian

Children in the ine of  Syewilnesses. |1 says the stones were anmed at the armada

fire of [sraeli police whose presence o the Agsa precincl was
) . a provocatioll. What 1s more, the police did not used tear
A chronology o gas to stop the stonc throwing but immediatcly opencd

confrontztion and

negotiation fire wilh rubber-covered bullets which kil when Gred at

close range, as was the case here. The blood shed on this
litie Boy holy Mushim place unleashed a wave ol anger throughout
the couniry aid the death of voung Palestinians added fuel

A necessany evil 7T -
% NenRSSany avi o to the fire,

ll-notlen gains ° i . ,
By 24 October 115 Palestinians had been killed and 4,500

Index an corruption * wounded in the occupied territories, plus 12 dead and
. 1630 imured inside lsrael proper. On the Isracli side
Howy 14 play ihe aid ) - . - It
Jame there were tght dead. ook dozens of B tsplc:m reams of
mvestigators 1o verify the circumstances of each of these
Double challenge dramas. Bul afl the wiinesses have reported that, since the
conironts Belarade ™ srart, the lsraeli army alniost never used tear gas, despite
Dead end for Balkans the fa_c:t that it (s an extremely ellective way of dispersin
arshall Plan * crowds without casuallies. Inswead, the ammy reeularly
- used smipers who rargeted demonstrators, aiming at the
Venezuela waits for  upper part of their bodics 1 the [irst days of the clashes
iﬁsrftar smagie to ey t‘}_ﬁlle dead and _Wmmdu::l had been hut above the belr,
- aceordimg to Palestinian medical sources.

Lillle: peoole rzlly Lo

theur horg * Most ol the Israeli media swallowed the story that the
oid cuard fights back soldiers had only used weapons 1if theiwr lives werc in
S danger. il {ook filming of the gunfire to demonstrate thal
Veneeusla - e dales TS was nol the case; only then did the army admit to
some "deplorable imsiakes”. The only possible conclusion

Kenya's battie for is that the army had given the order v shoot in order to
biogiversity pul an end 1o the disturbanccs. As we know, the oppositc
happered.
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happencd.

On 6 October the army spokesman reported that soldier

search the site: acting as oulposts (or the selllement of Netzarim in the
2 raza Surip had twice opened fire on Palestinians who
S8EIT ware shonting at them. On that day [our Palestinians died

and 24 were wounded at this crossroads. 1 was there. The
spokesman failed lo say anything about the dozens of
isolated shots and bursts of gunfive thal had come ffom
e setlement usclf He also forgot to mention tha
saldiers, positioned on distant surveillapce towers, Lhad
used submachineg guns against thowsands of unanned

ta receive our free g - .
i demonstrators. The mm was clear: to dissuade the young

menthly - . N . .

summarigs; please  protesters from approaching the [sruelis (ortified forward

fill it yours:mail positiens. In this ease, the soldicrs were not delending

Address their Hves.

o :::w@b&uma::.—--mbm“& ) .
subseribe [he spokesmen had reported almost alb the shootings by

armied Palestinuans, But the [sraell media were anaware of
two facts. First, in general armed Palestinians only opened
fre when the crowd had already been strafed by smipers
put 1o kill, Sceond, Pulestinian shots were singularly wide
of the mark, as shown by the toll of victims an either side
(*) Blar-marked In addition. Palestinian officials condemned what they

arficles are restricted  ggled this "shooting at the sun".
ley subiseribers only.

See subscription

‘nlormation. The media meticulowsly detailed every clash ol this sorl,

deseribed as a "heavy hombardment” of the tsraeh
mililary outpost. In so doing, it reinfbreed the [eeling
amortg public opinion that lsracl was facing a war
taunched by an army of sinmlar strength to its own, Bascd
o army information, kmael radio also reporled  that
Patestinian  ambulances were transporting  tires and
weapons o the scenes af the clashes. In fact, the
Palestitians could casily use privale vehicles 1o do this. In
addition, tha Red Cross is presen! everywhere the clashes
tuke place and it controls the ambulances. This was a
piece of disinformation to cover the outragcous attacks on
the ambulances by Istacli troops and the killing of one of
their drivers.

The names of the Palestinian vietims were nevar reported
on radio, TV or in the newspapers (apart from [laarstz):
their snonymity sparcd the Jewish public from sceing the
griet’ of their families. It was casicr to present the events
a5 o plot orchestrated by the Pulestinian Authorily. Bur in
fact, Yasscr Aralar koows that all big clashes and
widescule agitation will one day rebound on his own
authorilarian regime and s [ailure to keep its promisc to
crcate a truly indepcndent Palestinian state.

All this disintormation crowns scven years of distorted
coverage of the Osla process. [n general, the Israelis have
been blind and deaf to the complaints of the Palestinians,
lor whom the interminable peace negotiations were
bringing netther nstice nor dignity, Undeniably, Oslo has
locked the population of the Palestinian {emritorics into so
muny fraemented coges. rcinlorced the settlements and
tied sconomic developmiont to Palestinian acceplance of a
new form ol lsrazli control.
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* Correspondent for Huarerz (Tel Avav) it the Palestnian
territories, aulhor of Dirinking the Sea. Henry Holr, Neow
Yark, 199

Translated by Wendy Kristianasen
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