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2.8, A'pam Talagind dic hernabme hochsrer politischer A.m!.m'
darch Frauen fordert oder das Becht der Fra auf Kuntrolle ihres
‘Kiwpers, d.h. auf Familicnplaromy, als grun@lcgendt‘ts I‘f‘i‘f.‘n-
schenrecht hezeichnet, ™ so steht sie damit eher 1 der T rfuimtm
der sikularen Fravenbewegung als in degenigen der angeliluten,
vorn iranischen Srmat geforderten, weiblichen Varhilder oder der
genanuien Beispiele weiblicher Gelehrsankeit.

THE FINANGES OF THE ULAMA® COMMUNITIES OF
NAJAF AND KARBALA®, 1796-1904'
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these ties in the ‘ulama’ communives o the Shi'T shvine cities of
Majaf and Kaylald, whete the festoand third S Brogirng, AN and
Linsaga, are buried, anel which emerged as the teo leading centers
- of Bhi learning during thie nineteemh contimy, was significamly
dillerent [rom that §o contcmporary Sunm acligious esizhlish-
ments and in Iran, The papose of this stady is o examine the
evolntion of the hnanckl system in the shrine cities during Lhal
ttme, and 1o analyae s social ramiloations.

Unlike arler centers of learming in the Mostim warlil, 1the cam-
mmedties in thie shrine cities were nob set up or saskained oo g
regular Basis by political clites in order to provide iliem with legiei
swacy Al juvidical manpower, Rader, because the shrine cities
woere ShT'i centers inside a Suund state, they develoned from below
through the cliores of the “wlamd” themselees, serving first and
foremost as centers or teaching aned schalaship, Tn cantrast o (he

hietarcliical {Mioman establislhiment, they were characterizel by
an amorphous struciure with pe overall formal arganization and
by e alsence of regulatory hodies. Such a situation shaped the
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nature of the linancial system in the shrine cities, causing it 1o
+center aronnd individual wujtasids who gave their own clzu;s\r:a and

established netwaorks of patromagy comprising of students, farmer

disriples and lay followers. . _ o

Sinee the eleventh cenmry Muslim institutions of kearing in
the Middle Tast were sustained primarily by charitable landed
endowments (awgdf). The awgdf provided a conlinuons ;"-,([_m._
cured income for reachers’ salarics at the samie thine vementing
the relations belween rufers and “ufemd’ in the Sunni world as widl
as in Shi'T Tran. Sunni “klomd’ in the Ottsman Frnpire were ;1!53'0
engaged in a varicty of stawe positions ‘sur_‘h as _]ndg::a vl wpuflis,
andd received direct subsidies o the “gevernment.”

According o one estitnate, the yearly income from erogpa)l prop-
erty in Tean amounted to 4,000,000 timaes toward the onid of the
niveteentl century, nearly ball the annual revennes of the state,
In addition, the “wiema” in Iran drew 2 substaniial income as
nstees of gwaf, cujoying considerible discrelionary prwer as (o
expenditure.! _ _ -

Unlike the Ottoman and Qajar religious cstablishments, 1l
shrine cities' main source ol income was contributions I'mm‘ |-J('.'-
licvers. As shown by the: thorough surveys conducted by the British
following their aceupation ol the cities, landt'.d it |f|;|y(-.d 4
relatively minor role in snstaining the “dama community, The
direct g;}\:‘ffl'ni'llt'l']t';ll linancing that emanated rom Qajir Tran w?:‘a
channelled mainly v the shrings o order pm'nmr.e T.I'lf‘: rafers
reputation for piely among Shi'i pilgrims. Qajar ofﬁcm]'s al}llnl
wualthy Iranian merchanis did build or endow madrasas in the

P For the role of angdf 1 the €0oam Empil'f‘l, st _rﬂ-it.ﬂ R l?:l_':‘nrr;, Fﬂ:
Itradieetinn fn Neligiows Fomadations in the f}fﬁr,lml'ui:f .".n:.l‘hr'm L. ;r)[;: ] ;‘.”ﬁ-;d
“Egypl. sec Christopher Fooed, Fg}f:.tigf.\f;:;w] ;72741' Sacinl Change: ALAzhar in Con
fere (erlin, 1WTHY, W4, -g2, )
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cravy in the Late Mincteenth Contwy,” Irguian Steding 11 (‘1‘773], E I-’Lr_ :}:!e[.
Amanat, “In Benween the Madrasa and the l\r1:nk('|plml'c: The !)[-su]gniu:r;u :
[ZIc:rir:nI'I.r‘adctxhip in Modern Shifisen,” in Sa'd A ,-".r]nmlaur'[ F(‘(‘._.‘J :a mJnﬁjJ}
wad Poalitiral Cnltuee ie Shiiom {Aauy, 19837, 105, On rlu,-r unpml.;_mc:t.“::'an gr‘i_
in the 8hi% state of Awadh, sce Juan R [:f_’]"’ Reorr of Marth h"ii;:[; A r:g.ﬂ.n;tg?n
freem eend Fraq: Religion and State in Awaddh, 17221850 (Betkeley, 193, 58, N
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shrine cil.ics—--amuunl_ing to fourtecn in Najil and eleven in
Karbald® by the twrn of the twenticth centary—as well as some
other public buildings. However, moast of these were maintained
by reined shops winl bathhouses in the shrine cities themselves
aml net by Linded awgdf. In addition, such marrasas supporied
only a small nurnher of teachers and seholarg

Altheugh at Jeast vne imatdasi in Karbaid® was sustained by
Tvanian awgaf, the latter were nsually designated o SUppoTt “wlama'
based in Iran isell, pather thaiy in the shrine ¢jties. Only a limileel
amount of such income was remited to the shrine vities, Shankh
Fadlullalh Niri, for tnstance, vsed o send Muhummadd Kisim
‘Akbhund' Khredsani (L 18207790 1y 2,000 fimdns anmally prior
to the YHIG Consitutinem Revoliztion from the eedoseed Lands ol
the tate el minisier Qa’im Maqam, which were tnder his con-
trol® i is diffie 1o judge low common this practice was. Fven in
the Tew known cases when Tranian wugdf weve speeilically nssigherl
i the shrine ciies, they required the supervision of an ‘s
baseel in fran,?

The abscnce ol stemilicant wagf property in the shrine cilies was
cavsed by several factors. Doe ) their bitter tivaliy with Iran,
aning back 1o the Safavie period, and ongoing fears of [eanmian
designs o Tegain conlral of (e shrine cities, the Otirmans re-
gavded the Shig population, and the ‘gl in particulin, as [
tentiad or actoal agents and allies of Iran. Consequendy, the g
ernment in Bagheliel never sor N any awegdf property to benelit
the Shi'T “wiema', forusing instead o rheir SUnni counterparts.

In Tran wealthy Edowners conid casily establish argdf, bu in
leag governmene control duaring the firse half of (he ceniney hardty

* Administetion Beport lor |91, Kaelald', frag Admivisthintiay Rojmaty JUi4
932 (Landon, archives edition, 180 ved. 1 Tofar al-Rhalikr, Mazsiof ot Avatar
al- A ugrddose, Magrf, 1 wnis, tRaghrlid and Bgimr, 1965-147h), 137, Tdi;, 15252,
Mulaminiaed Matuis Kashmirrr, Mufiem abSemia’s Cakwibe [Chrmy, 15307, WIETY, 1-470:
Mulizin al Amin, Ayl Shi e, Gl vnls, {Rivlum, |57, LR, [aiag Al-Mahbils,
MAds af Nejaf e Hadwaha, 1 wnls (Nujal, 195519887, 11928 il 1215
“ Waci al-lslan Birmziimi, Fo'rkhei Brdavigi Banidy (Tihtan, PALFes TR,
1087,

* Malilifiha, Mtz 12157, Az Ruzurg Tihedng, al Kivitg of barare S ek Quen gl
Thuth be'd al-"Askara {Nafall 19541962, fur; ilem., Nugeba® af Brshar fr wh-Clarn
Al RabE “Aghoy (Nagjal, 1954-19065), L0 Khaepini, Sh'ars', b,
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extended o he countryside, which was dorminaled by the tribes,

Consequently, landowning by urban dwellers and with it the ability

to sel up engif was confined 1o “the vicinity of the main towos amld

in the areas irrigated by lift or perennial canals where the tribes

had disintegrated.™ As a result of the Otioman Tanzimil, il

particularly the implementation of the 1858 Land Code, taige-

scale private Landownership developed in Iraq, usually of muor-

chanls, Tormer tax-farmers and (ribal leaders, Whereas moembers of
the first two cateporics were mostly Sunnis, ribal leaders preﬁ:rrr.tl
1o sustain the local seypids, whi helped them dominate thetr Lribcs,

trather than set up awgaf lor the “wlamd’ in e shrine cites.”

Thnder these circumstances, the main source of revenuc lor the
“afami’ in the shring cities was ftom donations by believers, which
came i several [orms:™
‘The first source: was the obligatory religious dues ol the Imam’s

share {sehin-i fmam) ie. ome hall of the (Mth (FRums) ol the annual
income which every Shii owed to the Imam, as well a5 alms
{zakat). The peridical process under which the “wfumd’ appropn-
aterd o themselves the right over these lwo laxes, which had origi-
rilly belenged to the Hidden Imdn, evalved in the course of sov-
eral centuries. It was one of the points ol contention during the
Usili-Akhbari dispuie in the cighteenth century, atid comtribured
“tor the victory of the Usulis since they could mobilize such dona-
tiops and attract students away [rom their tivals. It seems thal the
process became fully established only after the Usali vietory, and
reached full froition with Shaykh Ja'far Kashif at3hitd” in 1813, Tn
his fatiwa authorizing Fath “Ali Shih to wage a jikid against the
Russiang, Shaykh Ja'far made the gesture of potiing the sahm-d

# Sulih Haitlar, “land Problems of lzag® (Unpublished thesis. London Lni-
versiey 19423 citod in Chintes Lssawi, The Bonomic isters of the Middle Yast, 1800-
7974 (Uhibczpn, 1966), 164,

* Marion Farauk-Slnglett and Peder Shughew, “The Transformacion of Land
‘Tenure and Rura) Social Shacture in Gentral and Southern Trag, oo L8700 19587
Tnbermotinnd Joranal af Middle Kasten Stndies 15 {1485), 49193 Yierhak Makash,
The KAi%ix wf frzg [Princeton. 1904}, 304],

I" For a summary of the vations linaneial resourees, see L/ P&SSHENGE Re-
ports an Administragion ke 39L5 of Divisions and Districts of the tecupied
Tenmitrtes in Mesopotamia, frag Administratine Repents, vol. 2 (1918), AT
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Dmdim ar the Ring's disposa! for the duration of the war. He therchy
extracied from the Shah the acknowledgment of the ‘ufumi:”;a
crclisive claim 1w the appropriation of the s once the war
ended. According to Mehammad Tunakabun, Shaykh Ja'far even
weIl 50 Lar as 1o consider anyone who withheld the |-3.3'.-‘r1'|t_'nl, of
Rhums as 2 rebel against the Indm and his viccregend, Lhe Fanjh."

The "wlami’ also develuped a legsl device called “absolution of
'..vr'r_n':g—elui|1g" (reded abmaziding), which was designed to exculpate
“unlawful inoney® (maki Aaram), oblained by illegal taxes and
spreeniztion. Since the oviginal ewners of such funds rould nor he
trawedl, the funds were regarded as (he Properw of the icdden
Iam. However, on payment of the Tniim's shire 1o the “wlemea’
the funds were decmed lawlu? again, By recelving the mnrnc--u"
the “wdama’ pereeived themselves as retnriing it " the !'i}_"'lll']'l-l:l
owriers, '

The second eategeony of Donnds was compuised of three valuniary
types of pavnicnrs, The fits was the *right of inkeritance” (hagy l.
waseyyr) or Lo use the more popular term, the *thied” {Hmi';‘h} naid
(o muftahids Iram the heritible property of deceasel persons, N
was usially sllocated 1o a specilic religions purpaese as well as 1o
the upkeep of the graves of the deceased n (he shrine cities’
(.-'Eﬂ]{‘[ftl'it':.‘\', with the muftahid acling as 2 trustee. One such Lrust,
fund lor which thexe are some duta consisted of Rs, HLO00 allotted
by the British East Indiz Com pany “to the mnjiehids and mutllis af
Majal and Kerbela in chariable and roligiuuls ceremaonies at the
tomb™ of F1ajj Muliammad Khalil, the Trauian Ambassador at Bom-
bay who was accidentally killed in 1803218 .

R llnsasu]ulMudam_--isi Tabaaba'i, "The st Ruler o the Canedizn Tunst; An
H\(urml.:L Iu. L‘”_“E 1wa Diiferent Shitine Congepts,” JAGS 1]1:3 {|1|hr..‘s"g~_pu~m1-n-r
;1,-:?{}) .;4'::-1-[}?: .‘\-:u;{ A Avjomand, Fhe Shadme of Cod and e Widden fam- H.-J'jpmlr

ittend Litdfer and Nevaetal Changs dn SRiue fram from the fopd “hi.
e oG | ¢ thpimaeg ln 1080 (Chi-

1 Mirra Mobammad Tunahabuni, {ivis at’ 7 (Tihrd

. ; s at wlem 3 (Tihrdn, 13787 1967 H
Arjomand. The Shadin, 231, B TRGT, 185
_, . o N .
. " India Political Consaltations nos, %14 of May 8. 1833 —Fort Williams
.‘wr'rr:tn_l:} ta the Gavernmest with the Gevernor Cieneral ter OMietating H:-r'rvtan:
1o the Covcrpment Secret Deparimeit April L1, 1R3% thid. ne. 140 of .‘-iL-pt.cmhr'Jr
21, thdi—Baghdad no. B2 Taplor to Resident of Persian Gl June 21, 1840, Najji
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The sccond type of voluntary lunids—sawn me-sallt—was 4 fre
paid by believers to the muftahids whe woere to armnge prayers ﬂl_ld
fasting, 1sually by a student on heball ol deceased refatives Tor
periods that varied according o the amonnt paid. The auuua} fee
which Shi‘is paid at the (urn ol the twentisth century ranged from
three te six Turkish pounds (£2,145-£5,85), The third bype of volun
Ly funeds came feom vows made Lo majlekids inoretarn For recow
r:ryJ From sickness or exiricaion from danger. . -

The third categary of funds chanmelled to the shrine cities was
thal of coneributions denated to the shrines directly, cither to
distribute water 10 the powr or for dhaminating the tambs.™ Tr,
appeats that the mugiahids did oot reccive anything from these
fumniels.

® ok

The economic base of the comununity ol “rfemi’ was nol yet
secured at the heginning of the nineteenti centary, as it wak Li".m
and orpanizatonal uifort to set the ow ol the: 'i:a!'if.\utsJt:l::a:'!tsnesT n
motion. Conseguently, at this endy peried most “wlomd’, 1!1(‘.111(!.]1?;{
senior mafinkids, were reportedly living n proveriy, For I.‘.!i}lrl‘-sp] r.oin
arder to pay his dehits, Sayyid Ridid Bahr al* Ul . 12533 THAH),
a scion of one ol the leidling "wfama’ famities i Najat, resotieed 1o
“xelling” a pillar from Paradise o Muhammad ‘Alr Mirza, the Gov-
crnor of Kirmanshaly, (or a thousane fumen so that when the Janer
died, liis place in heaven would be assured.’ During Elm_t _pcrinrl
mujiahids often had o tawel i porson te Iran to .ﬁolmrll. eon-
iribngons since networks of patronage for the maslec of funds
were noi yei established.”

A major telief for the shrine cities at the time was the How of
‘Indian money” [(puli FlindD), the large. remittances o the

Mubammad Rhakl's hwies demanided the disbursements 10 T qnaefe an rlwem.
chaiming they had sminiained the deceased™s sennb at theis own expense.
4 S aleo 1he will uf an Tndian aristocrar residing in Kbala? signed i i
al-Flijpu 1 Octobier 1HRY where shae specifics 1]_It". foos of Bz, 452 "I'I('IT!TII Tin
Qur'an readers on tombs of members ol her family. FOO 19571480 Baghedad o
42471 Mockler to Cionie Aunguse 5, 153D
COM AlAmia, AydEe $hdd Tunakabaoi, {isds. 36 o
W Tunakabnm, (s, MG aEAmin, A7an. 524, 151238, 42406,
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rulers, ministers and vartons nofables from the Shi't kingdom of
Awalh mnounting ro more (than one million rupees during thr
years 1786-1844. During the Brst half af the cenbuy a larger share
of the Indian money was spent un public prujecis for the benati
of the entire community. Swwyid Mabuli Musawi Shahrastind {d,
1216/1800-2), the chiel amjiakid of Kabald®, receivad Rs. 500060
Iroan Assil al-i ek, the Navwals of Awiadh, for he consgactdon of
the Tindiyra canal in the Middle Fupheres o bring water (o
Najal and Karbala'. Likewise, Sayvich “Ali al-Tabaabay (4. 1251
1815-£6} built a wall around Karbala’ for protection from Wahhah
raicds. "

Controb of the indian maney plaved an important part in the
strnggle for leadership in Karbald', Sayvid Ihrahim Qasving (d,
F2041848) whe assiunet the role of distibgtor used the Ginds to
anract a btrge numhber of stodents 1o hus classes, while he diserimi-
natec against his personal ependies ™ Quaini’s use of the funds For
seltapupdizement elicited resentoent in Rarbald and probaby
it Awadh as well. While the 8189 bingraplical dicticuaries are
rehictant o dwell on suchy bssues, discontent over corruption is
cxplici i the British enreesprndence. Concerned wilh the impli-
catinns an British reputation in lrag and Awadh, the British Paliti-
cal Ageal i Raghdad weate o ihe Governor General of Todi thin
he had reccived repealed complainis from “the heads of the
Sheeah pripalation of this Pashalic™ of “Uwe gross misapplication”
ot the Indian mance. Neardy Rs 400030 hael been remived from
Awhellr 10 the shrine citics during the preceding several veavs Tor
the bencét of the pilgrims, he acded, b “it iz stated and wen-
erally believed” ihat only “a very small portion of the bequest fins
Leen appropriated to the pirpase of chariee ™" 1 seems (lat Tor

7 Bayrid Athar Abkas Riod. A Swevo Fatefatymi Fivtny of efe Toe " Asheri 85§ 7
i Pedia {Uanbeers, YWRE), 96 Wageilef el Myrshis 1019209905, For 2 detailed
disemssion of the Indian woncy, see LR Cole, “Todian Moner and e Shii
Shivine Cities of Iarg, 178R-I8ED" Midells Easforn St 2240 inber TOHSY,

" Tihrda), Kfam, 7H), Savvid "Adibas Shosfeard, al 20 el-Momdod (Arabic M5,
in the Vibragy ol the Faja of Mahmodahdcl, Lurkieowd, 1da-14b

Y Inddian Cosernme Forcign Depastineny (hereafioe IEFNG: Politeal Con
siltation nos. 222 fune 8, L84 Poliical Agens in Torkish Arvabia oo, 9
March 21, 1844,
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Rarbald® at least the Tndian money exeeeded donagons from ran
s a sowrce of income during the early period.

The Row of funds o the sheine ciles increased l.:unsil:!era-hly
with (he consatidation of nenvorks of patronage o Tran heginning
trom khe 1840s, These networks Hnked the maujiahids in thr shrme
cities with their consuluents through agents (uwakit pl. watals™ anad
Farmer students wha served as lowal “uluted 1 variens towns and
cities in [ran. Thos, Murtada Ansacd (d. 1281/ t864), the leading
muitahid in Najal al mid-cooury, reporiedly received ca. 3 B0 BH)
(r-rJQ'[](J.[H}ﬂ Limans yrar (£66,000-85,000} ar a time when the
cilire ;-umual rovenue ol the Tranian governmod wa‘s el L:{l as
ranging belween 9. 200,000 rwmins (£1.6 milli.m':] !.n IHﬁ_l—ﬁlz 1ex
4 900000 aman (L1.970,H00) in 1867-68.2 His wulous disciples
anda sﬁcrn:nsurs ks peccived considecable amwwms. Prior w Mirza
Hasan Shirazi's death in 1312/189% one agenl slone from anz*?'irl
rf-pnrlu('dy brought him 1he consiclerale amonnt U.F 108 Tarkish
Pounds (e £810). Mubammad ¥adit Sharabiyin? fel. 132271904)
is wrirl to have disteibuted ca, 4000 Turkish Pownds f,'w' L3240} a
year among his studenls, Uinfortimately, it is iIlI'E)D.‘iI‘iI}l](.'- to (Z:-I]l'l.ll-'
:Iatf: the annual or overall auounts teaching thee: shrine (_‘]III:SIITDTT'I
these sources? These remettances enabled voriows mftadicls &0
bilt several mwadmsas to house their student= and buolster their
owr prsiinn,

The Oudh Bequost®

One of the Targest and most Lamous legacies that channelied
funds o the shrine citics was the Oudh Bequest, whese 5tc:ry_s]'lne:d.-a
light un e interaciicn hebween scholavship, [inances, religtous

2 plalgannuad [Tasan Khan amad  al-Saloama, Kr'l.l'f.-w‘: ol Ma'dtar wm"—ﬁ-_th:fi'
{Tihrin, 1206, 15887, 136, For the retenucs of the Tzanian g_m'crnmcm. s Sl
A. Asjemand, The Turhan for the Groum, The Jrbamic Revofucing in frea {Uxiord,
VOREY, 212 Table 4 . .

U abdatiih Mamagini, Mathom al-Maghdn? (Hajal, '-31F1;’|92lﬁ!._|2-v?. MI:
hamminad Thee al-Pin, M’ ol Rifsf fi Tarafim el Hame walBaafd, 3 yolbs
Najat, 190445k, 2974, ] ) o ]
{ aﬁ!‘ Chardh s the Beitish version of fhe name of the kingdom of swddh, [ eeed
both terma interchanpeably dependmyg an the source and the comlesl
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leaelership, and British Involvement in 8hi'i affairs® The Gudh
Bequest originated in the Third Oudh Loan which the Britush Fast
india Company (EIC) extracted in 1325 from Ghazn al-The Taydar
[Cihazi-u-INn], kivg ol Awadhb, in order w (nance i war in Nepal,
The principal of ren mithon Ropees (o ETO000) was never o
e repaid; amal the jalecest, Txed ot 5% o pear {Leo Ra 5000000,
was to he applied by the Government of India in perpeoiuity w
parrlicdar specificd pomoscs. Among other things, the agreemene
stpulated oty allowanecs Loy Hiv of Ra HLO and Bs. 2,500
resped livebs 1o Mawwdl Mubiarak Mabad Sabiba and Soltan Maryam
Tican Sahiba, hoth wives of Ghari-n-Thine Fach ol thaem was em-
powersd 1o begqueath one thind of her allewznees to any purpose
shier desired. The remaining twe thirds, together with any portion
of the ane third aotl bequeathed by will, were to he transterved in
twer el stures to the mogpiehids tesideot tn Najal and Katbala’ 1o
be disiributed “to deserving persons ... for the acquiremenr of
redigions merif,™

The Beguesi became operative whon dhe two wildows died in
April aned [unre 1349, ane annod iustallioents of Bs BG4 began (o
accumulate at the E1C's (reasury, Surting frem 1830 the tvo lead-
i mrptesfiicts of NajoF wod Rarbald’, Murbada Ausdn anad Sapvid “Ah
Nagi ak-T'abataba’i {d. 1280/ 187% deew the money fram the Brit-
il Bombay goscrmmest (heough theie agents e Tndia, As the
leader of the ‘wlma’ commnnity Ansari reached an agreement
witlh thes Bettish Comml Kawlinson on the miode of distribntion ol
the Ouidh Beguest Iads o Majaud, which sought w badance be-
tween the variows gronps in vhe commmity: junior siufiaiids, bow-
ranking indigent “winma’, Porsion and Arab students, the custodi-
ans ol the shrines; and the poor®

Angart withdrew from the diseribution in 1860, presumaldy be-

oFoLa mete deiabod discussion o dee Beaguest, sec Meis Tivak, The S
Liama of Nogaf ewd Rardaln, 7700003 4 Sociapotitizal Asehds [PID Diss, Har
earel Unbversivg, 19010, chapter B, For g discussion of the Lequest during the
1904-1058 peviead, ser Makash, The Sk is, 215

A Tetmn Lasidner, Cazebleer of the Pervion G, (hean awsd Centml Arabie, 2 vols,
(Caicutia, 190815, reproduaced Londan, 1970, 11R: 1408501

* PASTT) Tolitical proceedings no, 122 June 1867-- Taghdad Faandall o
Ucreler Seveetary of Srate, ldia Office Aprii 7, LAGT.
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causc he did not want to be associated o closcly with the British,
After his withdruwal, the British chose Suyyid "AlT Balie a8 THom
fd. TYO8/1880-81) as the distributor for Najaf. Henceforth, the
Tabatala’i ared Tabe at"Winm Brmilies conteedted the disoritanion
uantil [903.%

A major cheinge inhe administcation of the Beguest ok place
in 1867 following complaints by the British protégé Nawwaly Dbl
al-Thrwda, wha resided in Kizimayn, of mizose of the Turls aned of
disciimination against livelians in the distribmion. o contra-
vention of the Bequest decd, a third of (he monthly allowance ca.
e, 3,300 was gel aside as an ‘Tndian fund” 1o he distribuied by the
Nawwab (o lodian “wleme’, residents and paupers, ol partly 1o
remtinerate bam for past services 1o the Britsh, The reputation of
the Todian fund aitracted a growing number of hudian paupers o
the shrine citics thronghout the century™

There is scant cvidence on the detailed distribulion of the Be-
guesl but from s inception there were incessaot complaings Ty
tival wngleberds and notalble lagmen abowt misappropriation of
funds. The controversics sometimes degpenerated into vielence as
members of the urban gangs in hoth towns seaghn w Tay their
hands on the huonds® According to the common belict held in
hoth towns, the distnbutors compensated themselves for the loss
of donatinme from emulators by greater abhse of the Beguest, In
1891 the Baitish Political Agent eeported that the distributor
Sapyid Mohammad Bahr al-'Uliim (. 1326/ 1908209 had pade
himsell’ a rich man out of the Beguest. The distribulors evaded
succrssive atlompts by the Beitdsh to secure orderty lists of recipr-

enrg

Y PAART ST ICTD Podindend proceadingz ne. 122 June 1867—BRaghdad Biean-
E:all o Under Seoredany of State, India Office :’\IIH‘I 7, ranT: Mahraned biahimud,
Ta'rihh ¢ Revealir ¢ Sivdsew P v tnglis dor Qure-i Nuedeboon MEAdE CLilodn,
1949501, F:154%04; tama'll Ra'in. Iingitg § Brgiriin § Inglis dar fean (Tiludn, FR477
LOGRY, 19,

TPARTAR TOFR-Pate nal Baghdacd ne. 123 Tweedic to Thormeon, Scereiey o
St o the Government of Tndia Foreign Departmend March 12, 1850 D/3743
1GFD-Esiomal proceadings no, 177 Tweedic to Thorntan na, 376 [aly 4, [HHL

MOIGEDGeneral PA1REG proceedings no. 36, -0, 1950 for Septomber 1876
Baghudad ne. 9, Nixan to Theraten, Febewary 14, 1876 -~

M opSR00G 1GED Excernal Baghdad ne 125 Tweeedt: r Thinmon March 12
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The most importan change in the Chelly Bequest took place in
WU.S’ urttler the inidative of the newli-appointed British Resident
Major Newmarch. A serating of the accounes of dis tihution sug-
plied by the distributors revealed thal Large wmnounts were alloned
o nmumerows members of their vespective households inchicling
wowren, children and servants, A srpicionsty large number t;i'
wotnen were tegistered as recipionts of gmnl.:&, b1 “nan 4 singie
ne eyt appeared before the distributor 1o reccive hor stipend.”
Moreover, many ol Lhe alleged recipients were in fact ctitions
names or weanes of deceased persons and their shares were taken
by the distribidors. Many of the paer T actually received smaMer
amounts than those recorded, bhut were I|1rea[('nferl with lTorfeiring
any grant sionld they disclose the o™ .

Newmarrh obtained e udia Government's appreval 1o a new
syatein of distribution wider wiieh the British Resjden distiitaried
l]'_lf! funeds of the Bequest among several mngtedids in each town i
F]I‘i owit discretion. The “Tadian Frl® was abolished a1 the same
tbne Although corrmption was citeed as 1he immediate canse f'm.-
Ir.lh': chj"mgf:, growing British awareness of (he importance of the
nbamd” of the shrine citics in Tanian palitica, and the neer tr;
exell some influence o them, was an adsditional important facior,
I'TU'-\iEVL".'I. mostAIrstrink smaginbids in Nagaf alsmined {rom partak
g in the Bequest wider the new arrangement. presumahly be-
cause they did not want 10 be associated with 1he British at a lime
ol growing political tension in Iran. Ty 1904 fen mrjtekids in each
town received Rs, B0 each ™ .

During the first {ilty years of it operation, the Ondl Bequest
chanrelled inore than sis million Rupecs to Najal and Karhali® Tix
economic impact al the begineing of jts r:pera‘!im] Wirs sul)stan!ini

I RIN) unel apencizes: 4749 TGEDTnie o i3 i :
? e w [ AT teraal Procecding nn, 43 Scpteanber 1800
stmla oo TFR2T Barnes (o Twaserlie May 24_ 1500 ¥ prember 1599
KUl T Il T
5 l’{;hh.":l IGFT-Tuernal Procecdings o, F0-—Faggledad o S50 Newniarch 1o
ANLER Serreiary ML T s e ;
ber 801 Jang. Y o e Goverineent of Tadia o ihe Forcign Depamnent Se
A T " . -
.T'f HERS MOFIY Proceodivgs ne. 70 Newmae el o3 Barnes ma, Mewimareh
Ie Bay e Sepreemhber LJH,.IQ'I]E: Proceedings un 75 Baphdad nn, 245 Mewmarch
t:_: the Secrelary o the Goverminent of Inetia a1 the Forcign Deparkmen May 6
I Trocenilings no, A0—Raghdad na, 313 Newmareh o e June 1%, 1tins,
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comparcd with othier sourees of revenue flowing o 1he shrine
ritics. The highest annual anount 1hat the wo towns could alain
fram the Bequest was Rs. 186,148 {ea_£16,612 nnder the mid-nine-
teenth century exchange rale). The chianges jntrodnced in 15903
resulted in smaller grapls of Ra, 6000 {ca. £40) annually for emh
muftahid, which diminished the fund’s value Tor patreazage hiild-
ing bul i nel render it voimportant. The Fact that the Bequest
was a steady source of incoine e rom ccenomic sl polite
cai Mucluations added to ifs imporiance compared with other I
nancial sources. It is conceivable i, e steady flow of such taige
amounts i the shrine cities was very hielplinl in conzalidaing their
status as the leading cemrers of learning Tor the Shi'a during the
nineteenth contiry.

It is impossible W detecmine the numbor of ‘whana’ benctiting
fram the Beguest during each period of ils speration, sinee the
money was not distribuied evenly. During the eacly [880x (he
Briti,q]; mentianed B0 persons in Najsl and 500 in Katlnald® as
direct bencficiries. Undoubiedly, suime of those recipients sus-
tained other persans as well, therchy muliiplying the mamber of
heneliciaries under the ndirect patronage of the disteibmos. The
financtal weight of the Oudh Bequest notwithstanding. its impact
ou the leadership issne was mote limited, since leadership re-
gutred other qualifications as well.® The chinges in the a‘dminis—
tration of the Bequest breame pari of a hroader British involve-
ment i U allairs of the Shi'i “wema” which reached is peak after
the First World War,

Additional sources of fucome

CSunti “wlema in the Qtoman Empire aned Fpgypt coutrolled
Tunded property m adslition to misgzfl both as tax farmers aned,
from the millninelecnth century, us M)l Nedged Tandowners. To
Tran, the Qajars bestowed land presents on individoal sl and
many of the kailter acquired landed property on thoir own hita-

2 00 the Request and the Brivish, see Livak, e Shiti Ulasma, chapler 5; Ka-
kash, %e Shi iy, 21500, ’
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tive.™ By contrast, due to the circomstanees prevailing in Otoman
Irag, few of the leading muptakids in the shrine dties owned Tand.

Most ol the “wfmma’ in 1he shrine cities who other owned or
lived olf land were Avabs From landowning families, rather han
‘wlama’ who purchased the land themselves. Some ‘wlomd of re-
cenl iribal arigin received plos of land from their tibes™ the
dilticulty of pratecting landed property in Traq is evident fivm the
Fact thatat Jeast threr “whamd” are known 1o have been dispossessed
ol their landed propeny by tribesmen.™

A few prominent wumi’ families did acynire some lainds,
Shaykle Misa Kdshil al-Glia’ (o, 1243518971898 the leader of
the “wlems” community in Najal, reccived the title 1o 1he village al-
Basira froan the gratelful governor ol Baghidad, D3 ad Pasha, (ol
lowing Tiis 1821 mediation bolween (he Masha and Fah CAlF Shih,
The Kashif ol-Ghiiid’ family also mwned most of the lamds of the
Jindjivia village whenee they had originawd. Misd’s hoother, ‘Al
(d. 12D3A1ERT-28) . reportedly Hved nff the revenues of (he village:,
chanmelling to charie all the religions duss Brought w him, The
beacting majtahid Mubamimad Hasan Najali (. 126671850} i1her-
itedl 4 plot ooF date trees ivoin his mother ™

Apparentiy Iranian “ulemd’ hesitaled to by land in frag sieee
that would bave forced themn to adopt Ottoman nativnality, and
Decause mose of (hem were still orienled towards Tran, The e
prominent wugtafeds Abdallih Minagani fd. 132571905} and
abiballah Rastit {d, 131271808} came lrom lardowning lamilics
in Tran amd lived oft revenues liom their property, However, when

** Hugjar al-slam Mithatornad Tagic Shalll S 1260705440, the chiel snianhid
ol Ifaban reportedly owned inany villages in the vegions of Binrivjire, Yazel ane
Shitar, i owildician s Shnpr. ared carvavanzerais, sec Tonaka o, flurds, TOLNA
Mulla “Ali Rawi (d, (30 VSER], the chief maftatid of Tihrdn, vas alin a wealthy
finddenaner, ol 1amid Alpar, AN Kam ™ Euetcfopedia frazio

M vz wd-THn, Ma%qelf, 143, V205204, L2ARIT, 138628 296 M 154851, %
EEEAR4-EA R0 3 Mahbaba, MaEd, 320304, 50350,

T Mahhiba, MAAE 10T 31902 HWirz al I3%m, ﬂfrl:'ﬁ:if. 3%2.5%; Hasan al-
Saefr, Yukmilat Amed al Amil (Quon, 185}, 141,

* Mulammad Balanar, "Mocacddims,™ in Murtada Ansiei, KRk of Adakar.
vol b [Nyal, 1%92/1972). 36-3in; Malibaba, Afede 500E Molammad Bida al
Muzallar, “Larpamat al-Mo’alif™ in dubainad 1lasan MNogaty, fomilir k- Kealim fr
Sherh Shart's ql-Ffdm, ed, ' Abhas (e hane-Najafl (Najgaf, 1958 §:4,
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his [ather dicd, Rashtl gave up his share to his relatives in lran.
When “Abdallilh Mamagani died in 1246,/ 1830-3], s son, the
future meujtakid TTasan Mamagani (. 1325/ 1905), was dispossessed
of bis propory by his Talsix relasives. Tt was probably difficnlt for
‘whama’ tesiding in the shrine cities (o sppervise and control
fanded property in Tran.

The Bubr al-"Ulum family is the most notable cxception o the
above description. A highly respected but imporcrished Tranian
“ulmmd’ Lunily ai the Leginning of the centary, they grew wealthy
targely thanks 1o their comrol of the Oudh Boguest, Sayvid Mu-
homimad Taqi Bater al-"0um received houl pear Dhu abR4L from
the pro-5hiY Otianm Goverhor “Ali Ri da Pasha sometime deasing
the [830s, He even took o break fram his studies inoordee w0 look
:|I'I..:.-r the propery. His brother, Sayyicd Al the distribnaor of the
Cuddlh Request, was accused in 187576 of luving porchased con-
sidershle Janged propeeety with fundds from the Tequaest whivhr he
was supposed o have given to students and charity. Membeos of
the: Tamily consolidatel their position as wealthy notables by mar-
viage alliances with 1ibal leaders and cvstodians of the shrines,
Sayyid Mubmnmad b Ihrahim Balie ab"Ohan (d. 1345/ 1926-77,
marvicd the daoghter of Shaykh Sauar, leader of the Bant Hasan
tribe. In order to sccuve the mariage, Sadar gave Sayyid
Muhammad barge plots of land and archards in the region he-
tween Karbala' and  Tuwayrij. Afler the martage,  Sayyid
Mubunmad Yeft Nagal, devoning himseli’ w supervising bis now
property and to teaching amony the tribesmen, ordinarily a task
delegated to duw-ranking “ufema’

Several of the leading mujlakids in [run combined sode as well
as fooddroarding and speculation wil scholuly work. Although 2
few Arab ‘wlamd® arc moulioued as hring engaged in uade, the
vaast rajoriry of “ulema’ in the shrine cities con tined themselves ta
scholurly activity or to providing religious suivices for a fee. Tis
dain Tor overt woridliness was al least a partial cause for snch
conduct ab vasiance with thal of their counterparts in Tian, since

" Muhamoard Sacli Bahr 51 Tinn, “Sugaddima,’ e Mahamnad Malull b
‘Murtadd al-Tabitaha's, Kijaof al-fawgid Bakr o' T¥im al-Ma'if bl Fruna il b Nijitrive
(Majaf, VO&TY, 159-53.
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the shine cittes were prasperons pilgrimage warkets, and more
b cowld have engaged B irade had they wished.

Students and lowrankiog ‘wiemd’ reecived stipends from heir
teachors, sometinees Irom several teachers slnultainensty. Hasan
Chuchant, who studied in Najal ac the beginning of the swentieth
ceittry, stgs Ul Akhund Klnedsans’s students, who were winong
the poorest in Najaf, recetved only 3 fimdn (ca. 12 shiflings) @ vear
in addition 1o bread randuns, Thoogh he himsell veceived an adddi
tinmal 18 t@mans (£8,12) 2 vear {iom Tasan Manmigund, he was stilt
constanly short of monev. Muhsin a) Amin, who also shdied in
Najal al the fime, claimed he seceived five Turkish Pounds [£5)
amvwally front Wis fenily, Aceording o the Persion tseeller
Mrzadelr, Thabiballah Rashii’s stadene received o minimimm se-
pend of 180 Kran a year (cs, £5.2) and ao adedittonal 25 Kran {14
5 siillings) tor each sear of siwdy.™ Considering that in 1908 Qe
price of ot load of Teead was L34 plaster (100 pasters—one Turk-
ish Pound ™ all of these stipenls weie no mete tan the bare
IR

Mawry vesident Tifenid” as well s students carned their liviog
servitg as revzelfidons (nurmators of e Karbala” tragedy), copring
beowsks aned providing ofher retigious senvioes, In one ease, the wile
of o Lebanese "dliw supported her hushand by copying books,
Oders poerformed the pilgrimoge 10 Mocen on somenne else's
behall’ (isiinabat wlffaf), & very hasardus tah considering e
dangers em the road aad ihe vecasional outhreaks ol epidemics it
the Blijaz The few "wlomd” who e muemiomed in this respect
mncdertook this 1ask as a st reser, ™ Some studenis were porsonlly

* Pasan Najd® Quehdim, Shaha! ¢ Sharg ya Ziudiginindmah5T Api Moaft (-
st (Mazhbed, 12317/1972), 207, 315, &-Amln, A° W, At e am.rhn passage,
hirwrery, al-Amn sy thin he Tived off 3 Tk Ponds Lor half a year, Thid.
A0 Muliamamad AN Pivaideh MaCi, Safindmahat Hagr Misfdel, ed. 1TA0z
Fanmdn-Fatmarur, (Vihran, F340), 539,

MoGharles besawd, (e folile Ceeent. WSO T914: A Docaimviwore Eeanoneic fis
foy {Okxlowel, TURAY, YA Vailarinsiely Ticiwd docs mn prowide prices For the
babls, when abAmln stayed inale shring cities, In 1858 rhe price Tov the saoe
Frewed thictared hetween 1 26 1o 16 pipsters, and it may e ssanmed ro have
staped within thon vanpge duzing the fnleim.

" AANED, AT, BEA6; Tiheiod, Kivis, LSRER Slem, Nugaler', 792203 a4/
1200, Hive al-Ian, Afaangf, 20215 Sadr, Trbmilar Aseed o Aol 1049,
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supported by wealthy individuals. Decastonally residents I'rom ira-
niap towns collected maney to fnance the sudics of s prartenkr
stugdent from their town, apparently in order te have him back as
the lacal “afim. Wealthy Tamilics supported those of their muoubers
wha went Lo sinly, Such practices continued well into the twend-
eth rentory™ .
The increasing How ol domitions Lo the shrine cities notwit
standing, not a1l mujtahids accumuiated weulll, and many lower-
ranking “ularad’ languished i poverty. Vahyd iJawlarﬁ]:)idi, '_whr.}
stdied in Najal ot mid-century, gives 2 roeving desetiprion of th_r:.
living conditions of his {ifyy year-old teacher at 1.]“|'E_’. !\.-qumh!am_m
{preliminaies) stage. This Persian mitfla lived In & Touwin In
Mackasar albMuamid, the crombling wadls of which were hlark
with smioke from an ofl Jamp. AU the teacher had was @ mialiress,
a few cooking utenstls and a small stove miade of crude hricks on
which he used 1o Baoil wa and cook for himself, Siuce the stove haul
no ehinney, the smoke which spreadl fu the room was necasionaihy
o thick that the students and seachur conld not see vach other™
One can surmise that most stodenis did not fare much betier,

Visilations and Buvind Acifvity

The visitution to the tombs of the Shi's Imims played a g
vale in the socivecsmuomic development of the shvine rities 85 2
whole, and of the community of "wlama’ in p:‘:nutul:{r. T grew in
scule from the mid-eighieenth cennay, when Mashhad, ruled by
Wadir Shih’s suceessors, was uot accessible Lo Iratnans living in

a1 s
ranel tervitories. 1t was also greatly encotraged by the 1740 Kurdan
treaty hetween Madic Shah and the Chgmans, which allowed tia-

’ [ -
nian pigrins froe passage o the shrine cities, ]

The joniney 1o the shrine cities from Tihran lasted four o [ive
meanths. White i Ire, the pilgrims were subsfecied to vanioes ek

A Vihank, Kivga, 180 icham, Nugabs’, 1957 al Amin, ATpAn, 453 and R,
Maraepin, Makhian i Magbant, 226:27; Tivz al-Din. Ma'irg, 143,

© Vahed Lelatiieell, flepid 7 Yabed, 4wl {Titwan, 1.",-11.-:_1'1‘.Ii-3‘_|: 1-:.'"."

2 Johe B lerre, Kanm Khan Zond A Fistory of Ban, PPA7AT78 {Uhicig,
19700 17%; Lawtence Lockhart, Madiz Skah (London, 18381, 255,
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actions devised by the government as well an varicus s on
bridges and boate™ Worst of all, due to the weskoess ol the centra
government in Baghdald, the pilgrims were elt 1o the merey of the
plundering Bededn tibes in the desert, These bardships ancd
expenses notvithstanding, e annual nomber of pilgiims to the
shrine cines prew cantinoously theoughout the ninetecnit cen-
tary, reaching oo OO D00 & year in the Tate 18905, The prowth was
pirUly aided by the stabilization in Ctoman-trantan relations alter
the sigdug ol the Grsr treaty of Erzermm in THES,

Tl wvisitations provided the oppertunity for persoaal contard
herween the mufiehid and s followers, and served as an winpor-
tant channel for soliciting domations fram boelicvers. They also
provided the plaorm Tor the dissemizpion of ideas s in 1he case
et the shaykhi movement, The pitgrims” donations becanuwe i canse
of serious competition among the megtahids who were aided by
thaety disciples for that purpose. Mahsin al-Amin recalled how his
father whae wag visittng Najal was persuaded by o focal “ifim not o
proveed 1o pilprineage i Mashbad, which competed widy Majaf
ard Karbalda', but to devote his money to the sustenance of his
relatives who woere stedsing o Nagal, Soll sironger comperition
over the donstions developan] belween the srgflekdds aael the cus-
toiams of the slndnes as each party songht o win over wealthy
pilgrims.*

Ouchant gives a vivid description of how vaitoos stelonts wserd
Lo descend upen the pilgrims on ardval and Sin every trick aned
guile” take their mowvey and even fond. Such students “pose as
Akbunud, us Amin al-Sha'a, Muwatbthag al-Shari’a and even Pul
yuz {oood for-nnthing wb-Gharita ™ Only aller a while do e wofor-
tunawe pilgrims realize thae these iinpostoes “have Beeced theom
from everviiing they had, worse than any Torkoman.” (Quehani
then gocs 1m Lo deseribe ather ways in which dishonest sindents
extracted money from the pilgrims. Adib al-Muolk, for inslance.
cottmplained that the people of Samuarrd” cheay the pilguims, and @

OO RA42 Bagdelad no, 30 Remball (o0 Murrey Nowembher 220 PRS5,
¥ Ab-dmm, ;fyr'm. 2T T dhe competition: Detween e wruftalids am]
cuslaelinns, see MNakash, Vhe Sk, 200
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a pitgrirn dics, they ake his money, anil lcave nothing o his
heirs ® More honest wdama’ and soudents could sarn maney {tom
the pilgrims Iy vrilertaking G recite prayers on ”“.:-l[ chh:lril', and
by providing various religious seevices such as prayiug at lun erals
and arranping tempornry marriages {zomwsf wut'a).

The “utami’ alao benefited Irom the Shi'T ciston nf burying the
dend i the sacred cemneleries of Najaf and Kartold (gl al-fané iz
or nagl aleamuid). I Shi't Iskam the shrive cides emerged s !I.m
preferred huvial grotinds for the faithiud who believed that l.;u:mth;
to the hufins would ensure their intereession ol the day ol resur
¢ slivine citbes assumed 2

rection, The praciice of barial in ot
masaive sezle onhe alier e conversion of the population of Tran
duriug e Su['—.w].t'"l peviod. The mest sacred ceareterics were Wads
aRSalam in Najaf, and Wadi al-Tinan in Karbald.” The ‘ulamd” of
the shrine cities encowraged the pracice which veiufovoed 1he
shiriug of their towns, Shaykh Ja'far Kishif al-Glitd” tssued o firtwn
perminting the burdal of parts all a corpese i the shrine i."lllll‘-ﬁ‘i{-
transferring (e entire body was impraciical, arguing that 4 Inss
tris world is preferable w2 loss in the e

Drogimity wo the Tmam's prave determinged the prestige, and
with il the J{'EE’. of hirtads, The highest prices were paid for bariad
in the courtyard Ttsedf, which was reserved Tor the most distin-
guishiel mujtakids and very wealthy Lelicvers. Under the Momlnks,
for instance, “the regudar lee foe inerment al Wejel way . 16
Kerans (oa. 14 shillings) For the poor classes, while: porsons of mk
whe selected particotar spots for the burial of their reia.liu:s were
frequently requived to pay as much a5 3,000 Eerans™ {(£232,11),
Since the 18308 when they reasserted direct comrol over rag. e
Outomans lowered the minimum charge 1o 655 Kans (3-6 shil-

" Cncham, Siveiol 82029, Agdily al-Mulk, Safarranikaf Adrh b Afrdi J'l_‘ﬁ AT
Wit (Dl al-Za'wiey 12730g. o4, Mas'tnd Golani (Tikean, 136480 : ] 'l’.f-, Hay_!I F‘u_;-}'—
vil, Nhatiard Mgl Sepab ods, Hamid Sayvah and Sayfaliah Gulkar (Tiiean,
T30 TRy, 241 : .

7 Fen  ull discrssion of Oiis costom, and particukady e contemaray srond
it duriny the facty twentteth contury, see MHakash, The 'wf' zs.-lﬂ4ff._ _

w Mubameead 1lsan Najalf, feedher of Kafdm, 348 Tunkaburd, Qias, TUA.
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lingsd, but dignitaries soll ha? 1o pay S00-700 krans (£30.38) fnr
preferred sites in Wadi alSalim near Najaf®

The bial taftic Incrensed since the mid-vightcenth century,
paralled to the rise of the shrine citics as major centers of learning
and wigilation. The oppressive cxpeoses of the jormes nobwith-
slanding, the rusber of Bodics bronght te the shrine citics grew
contintuousiy Hiaghout the ninchrenth CERNTUFY, Amotnling (o
7.245 corpses registered hy the Ouomans in 190304, alihough the
mumber was profably higher. The birge pumber of corpses irans-
Ferted over great dislances and i grear lieat posed the tanger ol
epideaties i an already plagueaidden arca. Dusing his TR0 visic
ter the shrine cidies. Nasie alDin Shab agreed oo the Odtomans'
request (o allow the twnsfer of bodies anle a vear alter deanh.
Picsus 810, however, Tousul wx to smugele their deceased oos-
pire e ban"™

Fhe visttatinns and burial industy” were the major mainsiay of
whe doeal cooomy of the 2hirme eities which was arpely geared to
catering Lo the reeds of the pilgrim, Many social e refigious
servire occupations wore closely comnecied with the visiteions
such as khan owners, vrious sevvanes, ancd shrine aitendams, The
fatter assisid the pilgrims al cvery stage of thei foarney, conduadt-
ing them Faadly to the shrines and reeiting prayers on their be.
halil™ The burial tradlic sapporied vinisug protessions hoth insile

* Aratcment sund Fxplanations of the Pevsing Complains Comisined in Cel,
Stecil’s I]C‘.puttll 141 FLE. Hir 5, -f‘.-_uujin_g, Trhetewd Toehran Tebomary 1 VG el
sure b BOY BT Taglutad o, 10 Randiison 1 Caneing Apedt B 1R4E, Sce alen
Rohere Mignan. “Tournal ol Towe Tlerough Gieargia, e csha and Mesnpedamia,”

Jowenad &l the Avietic Sorsety of Benpef SOH0025, JTH Poiess, Nippur, an Fxplar.

frouns and Afueniiones an the Ceploates, LSRR PROG (Wow York, 1RGT). 89 Nuring
The 19%15 the chirge: Fro Tl in the couveyars? oF Thusayn's shirine was By, B,
see Thwiln M. Dovwsldson, e St i Keliginn: A o of lam in Persin and feak
(Lemdenn . LRI 07,

M Tnelin OMace: LRSS IO, "Sanivy Repron, PO S0 al-Wardi, Lemafiir
Fitind fypee wnfn Fadihd af hdg ol Fladith, 4 vobso (Teghwlacl, 1066), TSR095], Iy
sane beywian ciiss peophe separated the Desle fran the skelcion carmping the
formnter an sacks aned i Tuer in bsaes i Tran, This act was deemed permis
silthe sivee il biely of Trndm Hisanans son A0 Ak, was s cur 1o [ricwess Fre
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and outside the shrine cities: mudeteers who transfennod the
comues, professional smugghers who managed o avoirl the pay-
et of foes 1o the Otiomans, grave diggers, shirowmd !ﬂﬂkl‘l'ﬂ,‘l(}[-nll
makers, and sersants of the shrives. Many students laml Junior
‘wlama’ earned foes [or eonducting funerals, and for reciting
prayers and the Cuuran at the graves.™ _ . |

The manufacture of religious Telics was the major local mtiu.i'r_x}
in Karbala', particularly clay bleis (fede) from the soil of the Aty
on which the believer's forchead could rest wh-:-m-vurJ he poos-
trated himsell Tor prayer. The ohiection by some “wlme’ thal s:‘l]—_
ing e clay faken Irom the area made sacred by e Tloed ol
Elusayn was tamennnt o selling Husayn’s very ﬂvsh_t:uum i
overrome 1his popular praciice, Rosaries, necklces (oo the de-
ceased, rings on their forelingees and armleds on vach ;u'm\lzl.ll
ezl of this sacted clay, as well as some dist swept leon I‘l'lF‘. HI‘JI'HI!"..
were alsa vory popular iteos of [mde."'“‘“ITh:';L!gh e |11;1_|<':r1l.}' fut
1the] pilgrims are very poor,” the B1'11151_1 t_.ﬂll.‘-‘].l-| _MU('H:'I T
ported, “hey puchase maty commadities in 1he ha-:..ar.t:. and cs m-.
sequently sumukie the wade ol the lower dlasses of shopheopers
consicerally.” According to another Initish estimale, the amonunt
gencrated b\ the 10000 Tranian pilgrims jowards the _lut.'zﬂ
cconnmy of the shrine cities each yvear reachod YOt
armually “exclusive of pontage ar the idlge o_f B'.'._]fnnlm, Bapcarl
andd Moosayh and the suins fevied by rht- "l'urklsh (r('l-'-"{'ﬂfll'-ﬂt‘.IIL zi:m‘
passports and Customs dues.” The pllgnma_g-:. alse :|]Ie:“tl<:cl the:
internationa) nade of the Tashalik of RBaghelad and lr:a‘n:- .

Dt fo s importance for e lacal econony, .IJ'I'llhi'l'JlilTlg tha-
pilgrimage was the omly offectia eans the [kanian govermment

I  “Sanitary Re P [PV,
v onahach, The ST, (917 “Nanitary R oL 1016 [ P - .
A \«"';:.11 Uninet, La Funpde d'Asie (Paris, {701 96y, 202, I.n-wpa.-r, F:’;mugk f;:'
atie Arabie, 367 Habih Chiba, T Mravinee e Hoghdad |Caien, 196, 1SR
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fur), The Erenair TTistury of Fran 1R P14 [Chicago, 71717, ilﬁi,.lllr,'l!i.'-l.{un.ﬁ;-l
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119 Seplemder 1R Maghelad o, 23040 Mackler o Forcign Seerrbuy (Lon
danl My 24, (B35S
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comld use (o fivce the Ouemans 1o veduce sheir exorbitant oxare-
tions Fromn the pilgrinss™ Onoone such occasion, the Brilish Resi-
climt Niwon stated chat “our trade canhot thrise a it onghit two do
as lang a5 the piolibition remaibs,” Yeaning Russia for mstigating
it in order tn present British goods {tom competing wilh Bosstzn
gouds To Ceniral Asia %

Cheing tn the pilgrinsage and the hurial activity, Karbald’ hecame
prvhaps the mosl prosperons town in the ¥ilayet of Baghdad, New
asrighborhoods were bitilt, during 1he 18602 and the town was
described by one supereilious British oaveller as “atmest worthy of
seane secand pue pacts ol Alesandib” Boue Hill and Baghedadd
praliled from the transit of pilgrims oo e shoine cities. During
Mirza Hasan Shirder's resicdlence in Samared’ thar town oo [t
peved fram ihe enormons nfing of pilgrws?

Sovial Faplwatioes

The relianre on clharilics enmibed smportant secial and polilicat
ramnilications o e "ulama”s relarions with doners, perticndarky
govermment oflicials and mercloonus, Whereas augaf were occa-
swireaty appuopriaied by the siale, as was e case in nineeenth
cepbiny Beypl and the Cloman Finpine, fie beoad base of the
doner pool coutd nnt have heen contrelled by any governiment,
thus siictering the “sfamed” Drom depredatioms by the latter,

Shi't merchants in g remited the Bth to the witrcherels, Mo
notable among e was Malsanorsdd S#lih alRubba, who was the
benetacior of several “alrma” ™ However, the Shi'i merchant com-

T Througlone che pimerecinb Cengary the Teaican gesccrndone e Lt bed
et alfivial compining s dw Ousmen goseromenr. throogh Briss me
dizitivns, reganding the extortienate lees lovicd on the pialptimes ad (beir abuse
he Anceman ofheciais, The cortesporncbesce 3 oo vost o0 be Tisted heee,

YOMGEIRMaditien] Ok 1B poocecdings nng 1T 1—Dirghidadd eee. RO
Micomn s Lavabl Jrams 110, 1AL

< Peter, Mappar, 33 Jodin Usshicr, A Paeee frnn Londea o Perscgolfs, inebed
g Wendowg fn fughectan, Gemrmia, Avwenfa, Koz, Mervptaimin and Presia
(Lol TRERY, 457, 4Bt 13, 5 Cowprel, Thretgh daiediy Avafie (Loncton, 1M},
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munity in Iraq was not powerful enough economically to be a
major source of sustenance of the shrine cities. Not only was trade
in Iraq significantly less developed than in Iran, but, more impor-
tantly, it was controlled by non-Arabs and local Jewish merchants.
Zven many mujtahids, despite their rancorous feelings toward Jews,
needed the services of Jewish moneychangers.”

Unlike the merchant community in Iraq, the bazar in Iran was
by far the most important source of support for the ‘ulama’ in Iran
and the shrine cities since the early part of the nineteenth cen-
tury. The bazarand the mosque have been often described as “in-
separable twins,” serving for many centuries as the primary
arena of public life in urban Iran. The religious sentiment and
traditional orientation of the bazaris were reinforced by their ties
with the “uleama’, by the physical setting of the bazar, and by its
communal character. While commercial action is the raison d’étre
for the existence of the bazar, “the religious idiom is the basic
common denominator in the bazar and functions to create cross-
cutting ties and bonds among bazaris of different guilds and pro-
fessions.”™

In the bazar all commerce was imbued with the personae, in
the emotion—as distinct from the pure money economy of mod-
ern capitalism. Pre-capitalist “moral economy” regarded with am-
bivalence wealth made at the others’ expense rather than from
one’s own productive efforts. To avoid the suspicion of unfair gain
at the expense of others wealth had to be recycled thereby con-
fronting the pre-capitalist merchant with the “traders dilemma.”
The dilemma arose out of the moral obligation to share proceeds

M Nakash, The Shi ‘s, 233. On Shi‘iJewish relations, see Bahr al-‘Ulam, “Mu-
qaddima,” 50-65; Sadr, Takmilat Amal al-Amil, 394, and the clash between Shi‘is
-and Jews in 1860 over the Kifl, or tomb of the prophet Ezekiel, in France CPC
Baghdad vol. 5 ne. 31 May 9, 1860, and no. 32 May 23, 1860; FO 195/624
Baghdad no. 15 Hysltop to Bulwer May 9, 1860 and enclosurcs, ibid. Bflghdild no.
23 Hysltop 10 Bulwer July 4, 1860. On the mujtaiids’ nced for Jewish money-
changers, sec P/6652 IGFD-Internal Proceedings no. 70—Baghdad no. 390 New-
march to Barnes Secretary to the Government of India at the Foreign Depart-
ment September 20, 1902, )

* Gustave Thaiss, “The Bazaar as a Case Study of Religion and Social
Change,” in E. Yarshater, (ed.), fran Faces the Seventies (New York, 1971), 143-94;
Nakash, The Shi‘is, 231-32. .
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with kinfolk and neighbors, and the opposing necessity to make
profits and accumulate capital. Contribution to religious purposes
thus served as a perfect solution to this “traders dilemma.”! The
urge to be active and influential not only in matters of business but
also in civic, religious and political affairs of the community has
long been a dominant trait of the leading bazari character.” To he
successful in the long term a bazar merchant needed “the capital
of good reputation as much as he needed material capital.”"?
Again, a2 major means of attaining such reputation was to make
generous donations both to local ‘wlam@’ and to the shrine cities,

Deriving from the communal ties was an active alliance between
the bazar and the “ulama’, with major political significance. The
‘ulam@ needed the mass support of the bazaris for their own politi-
cal power. When confronting the arbitrary and oppressive domina-
tion of the governing authority, the bazaris needed the canopy of
the ‘ulama’s protection. The support of the bazaris was a key factor
in determining the leadership status of various mujtahids. The
mujiahids’ dependence on the bazarss required them to be attuned
to the needs and grievances of the bazar.5

Concurrently, dependence on the bazar and other donors occa-
sionally forced the “wlama’ to toe the line of their supposed follow-
ers, be it in political matters, but also in compromising on reli-
gious practices of which they disapproved.® Consequently, there
were ‘ulama’ who resented their dependence on their constitu-
ents. Various maujiahids, e.g. ‘Ali Kashif al-Ghita’ and Habiballah
Rashti took pride in avoiding taking donations. Others, such as
Hasan al-Sadr’s father, did not want the donors to feel proud of

* On the concept of the “traders’ dilemma,” see Tilman Schiel, “The traders
dilemma: A theory of the social transformation of markets and society,” in Hans
Dicter Evers and Heiko Schrader (eds.), The Moral Economy of Trade: Ethnicity and
Developing Markets (London, 1994), pp. 15-16.

® Ahmad Ashraf, “Bazaar-Mosque Alliance: The Social Basis of Revolts and
Revolutions,” Politics, Culture and Society 1:4(Summer 1988), 540; Roy Motta-
hedeh, The Mantle of the Prophet: Religion and Politics in Iran (New York, 1985),
346.

 Ashraf, “Bazaar-Mosque,” 542.

* See for instance the disapproval and failure of various “wlemd’ to abolish
the custom of the mass transfer of corpses from Iran to Najal and Karbald’, in
Nakash, The Shi‘is, 155-57.
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doing something that they were ordercd oo ij; Cod. Nor i%l;i(l}:l
ke money from Suspieios soirces, but he did take muﬂe}r o
vows. The highlighting of these attitundes supgosls that thoy weee
ot very comtnon among the ‘b5 N |
{lose ties with the bdzar were ess:tn‘tiftl preroquisite for a L;
wining leadership status in lhe shrim:_ Cl-l.ll.'s. Both N_[Il.li}la:l’ll:-'ll.ixl
Bixjir Kilbrihind tel. 1205/ 17913, and Mirza Hasan Sl he.l |k:.» -
an advantage in expanding theie patronage UIF smdl:?ﬁ'ts ! anl 's
Ihe Yimks their Tamidies had with merchapts in Iran. .Me:c anis
also acted as SRIrsza’s agents o variims wwins, r.'r'r.mm_:lljn_g t I‘,]TI:.
the fftl and other religious duez. In .SOI'T'!I‘_' miss, Shivkel H“U.M;-:
his merchant agents 1o invest snch funds in tade, wid the pu: ks
wera uxetd £ sustuin his students, He: al.*.a-\_-_ set up a trost fund 1o
support and bail aul merchants in -.}eed.'” _ i cities
The peculiar nature of the linapeial systemn thf,l. r " .[“.ef-;]
hiadd w major impact on the mafure of parrnage wln‘llmm .r... ,
roachers i stugents, Ty the absence ol secured stipends trom "
madrasa endowment the students were Lotally (].l']_.li.‘lll'lt.'l:]t‘ 'ut‘le .=1-11-
pends [rom their techers, Qnehfing, who was a jwmp;l_!het.u. lﬂ?jlf. tzr
“in the community, riticlosd maost sindents fur going _wl’iw.!c.}u
moner and CuRNCEROoNS Wore availaile, A_khund K]mru.r-anl,f“c_]r
on, ftl’r.:scd to distribute money among his studutits t'ur. .H.“'. l;r::.
whree years of his independot careet endler ml;nsrerTga’:ln_"i;::
they basl indeed comne to tis elassex for the aake of lem )
. A
Al'(;:';-lllmul secwred income from mwgdf, each :riu;fta.hid- mr;adtrd 'a-
large lollowing among the students i[.1 _ordc:r tn d“pa:.h : 1::;1'::[;
his.r't‘:prcsenl.nl.'li-'t'.ﬂ b vArLous comminaihcs. I—oxmer_.ut_u- -{.]'I LN “
as Lhe crucial Tink between theie leacher ame! the Ffﬂ;.an -,o‘mmulltn h
collecting the religious ducs lor him, and I.E"Fl'.fl'!.:l‘!ﬁ 1l1w< su_l; (ll:_d
ta him. Dependence on the patropage relationships thus switch
sidies it Favor of the students,
- “"_r'ﬂ;r Alvan, HLET; Sadr, Takmds Anrnt el Amgl, 126,
T Pl “h"iﬂ‘:'_i’lfﬂr:';';llgr- e, Alvan, 95ERT
:’l* .Llll:{i:l-"\:.’fgz:,‘ :11':35. -2 II'L.lr.;u!u‘hll. Si;'n.!'m_-‘. _! bt 2!_2—1:%._?-!-?:.1*.::. ‘:::;
simibar wrilicism by HAfl Sapvab, Khaat, 281, and Dirzdceh, Saferndmak, 1.5
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The comperition for funds sharpened ethnic rivadvies in the
shrine cities™ With almost overy donation sene from Encknow
during the 183k and 18405 e Tndian mgrakids cmphasized the
neee to allocate speeial funds (o 1he Indians residing or stndving
in the shirine citfes, inplving that Tiedians were not getting iheir
Lair share.™ The Avab students of Shayklh Mahdi Rashil al-Ghin®,
were discrirnmated agsinst in the distibudion ol stipends due to
Tris comeerted elfonts to cultivate a following amoeng Tranian sm-
dems. A delegation of the stitdenrs exiracted a commitment from
FEAj) Muohamamad Salih ai-kobha, the swealllics Shit morchant in
Taghedad, 1o distribute w large anount of his own funeds amony: the
Arab soclents ™' Likewize, the Twrkish stinlenis of Shavkh FHasan
Managant angzed that it was his doty to provide Tor the Trireks s,
sirtee: most ol the woney Lie reccived had come from Turks, They
complained that Persian and Arabs wngrafudis distribated stipends
orly among memdiers of their own groups. Msnsgdnt., however,
rejected thein detnsoub ox ineompaible with the Shatt. £lashes
over fids corvelating weth ethinde and cegtonal rivalries, caaces
hated in ties when the flow of money bogan 1o dwindle daring
the twantioih cotnry, ™

Finalty the minor robe of wegaf compared with the importinee
ol drect contributions (rons believers had an imporram impaci an
the evolution uf religious leadership in the shrine cities, Desoit-
ing e sidetion i Caire under the Mamboks, Berker nenes Thar
Uee vendleney for—aned larer the provisions m endowment deods
allowing—suns o inherie therr faders' weaching posts bad conril-
med 10 a resriction of social mowement and the conceniration of
rareer opportonities o the bamds of paviicular families,™

Whereas futhers could pass on endowed chairs to their sons, in
e absenuce of fwge-scale awgif, a3 was the case in the shrine

ribeand, Migahd’, AL Quehdam, Sipiahar 30
ORheland, ob-Fill ot Micsadizd, R3a850, AGa-HR0 - 100, 1428 1013 and $5a-
LELIN N
OB al-Di, Maang b3
“AhARNAD MAntacad, Mekloen alMaghiod, 23702 Foe st clashes Mrring
Ure bvendicih cenony, pee Toakash, Fae S0 e, 240,
" _!nnalh:ul Farr ke, The Framomjisian af fnornlidie i Aedicoal Cafw: A Seciaf
Flistmy of Tebame Eelwretine {Princeton, LRI 12T
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cities, they could not pass on to them their popularity as teachers
and their networks of patronage, which had been forged on a
personal basis. Consequently, every mujtahid had to attract stu-
dents and create his patronage networks based on his own merits
as scholar and teacher. Descent from an illustrious father, al-
though helpful, was not sufficient for that purpose opening the
ranks of leadership to people from all levels of society.”

k % 3k

In conclusion, the flow of funds and the entire financial admin-
istration in the shrine cities were never managed under one roof
regularizing aid to the students. Rather it was a diffused system
centered around individuals, who took care of their own protégés.
Because of the absence of such an overall system, extracting a
living depended on the ability of each student to fend for himself.
This became a major preoccupation among both teachers and
students, and a source of rivalry among mujtakids who vied for
leadership.” As such it had a major impact on the nature of
clientalism in the shrine cities as well as on leadership.

Finally, the dependence on contributions from abroad was one
of the major causes of the decline of the shrine cities during the
twentieth century, as shown convincingly by Yitzhak Nakash. Eco-
nomic hardships in Iran since the outbreak of the 1906 Constitu-
tional Revolution, and more importantly, the policies of Rida Shah
(1921-1941), which sought to divert the flow of funds and pilgrim-
age from the shrine cities to Iranian centers, undermined their
financial basis and their ability to sustain a large number of stu-
dents. The hardships encountered by the shrine cities enabled
rival towns in Iran, Qum in particular, to emerge as the major
centers of learning and religious leadership in the Shi‘i world.”

s

™ For an analysis of the Shi‘l leadership ranks, see Litvak, Shi ‘i Scholars Nine-
teenth Century Iraq: The ‘Ulamd’ of Najaf and Karbala® (Cambridge, 1998), Chapter
Five.

™ In 1964 Ayaiallah Mubsin al-Hakim established the first roof organization,
al-marja’iyya al-diniyya al-‘amma (the general religious marja‘iyya) in Najaf, which
gave students monthly stipends, each according to his social position; sce Chibli
Mallat, The Renewal of Islamic Law, Muhammad Bager as-Sad, Na]n[ and the Shi‘i
International (Camblidge 1993), 38.

™ Nakash, The Shi‘is, pp. 229fF.



