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The Sheikh Said rebellion of 1925, the Mt. Ararat revolt of 1930
and the Dersim rebellion of 1937-38 were significant developments
in the history of modern Turkish and Kurdish nationalism.! In this
article T argue that the rebellions also contributed to the develop-
ment of Turkey’s air force (TAF) which was to be used as an
instrument to control, suppress and eradicate Kurdish national-
ism. The suppression of Sheikh Said’s rebellion dealt a severe blow
to Kurdish nationalism in Turkey and its potential growth in Iraq
and Iran. It contributed to squashing Kurdish nationalism in
northwestern Iran by Reza Khan and to British restraining of
Kurdish nationalism in northern Iraq. It should be noted that the
suppression of the Kurds in Iran after 1925 by Reza Khan was
accomplished in part by the use of the nascent Iranian Air Force.
In Iraq the British Royal Force (RAF) was instrumental in Great
Britain’s conquest of Iraq during WW I and its occupation of that
country until 1958,

I argue in this article that the development of the TAF from
1925 onward played an important role in the ability of the Turkish
state to further consolidate its ideology of Turkish nationalism vis

' For details of the Sheikh Said rebellion sce my, The Emergence of Kurdish
Nationalism and the Sheikh Said Rebellion: 1880-1925 (Austin: University of Texas
Press, 1989), especially pp. 91-163. For a history of Kurdish nationalism see Chris
Rutschera, Le Mouvement national Kurde (Paris: Flammarion, 1979); David
McDowall, A Modern History of the Kurds (London: 1. B. Tauris, 1995}, 1 have used
madern Turkish spelling throughout the ext with the exception of the spelling
of Sheikh. 1 prefer this spelling rather than the Turkish Seyh.
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a vis that of Kurdish nationalism during the inter-war period, T
submit that this abifity continued up to the 199Gs. [ do not argue
that the TAF was developed solcly with the objective of using it 1o
crush Konrdish nationalism after the Sheikl Baid rebellion of 1925,
although after this date and up to 1938 it was employial only for
this purpusc. Air forces were heing developed by both indusizial-
ize:d andd uninclustriatized newly independent cownrics during the
inter-war period. Air forces were mmjor instrwments by which
micans the imperial powers also controlfed theiv colonies. The
efficacy of air power had been amply demonstrated in WW T and
every country that had the necessary means, and many that did
not, wanted 1o d::w:lup an air foree in (e pust-WW T era 1o defend
perccived national securily interests, to control their own popits-
tions, and (o attack foes. The interest of Turkey in developing an
air forve had antecedents in the Ottoman Empire.

Turkish nationalism was wefl developed by 1925, Undike uryn-
ments regarding the periodization of Arab nattonualism, 1 e,
whether it was primarily & pre or post-Ww 1 development,” there
is a1 consensus among historiang that Turkizsh nationalism emergel
as an tdeolngical Torce during the early years of 1he Young Turk
mivemenl’ There is little difference among seholars of Turkish
nationalism that it cmerged as a political forece during the years

* For an overview «F rhese arguments in which Ernest Dawn ared Rashic
Ehalieli baee: e thee most aetive participania see fashid Khalidi, Lisa Anderson,
Mubaminad Muslifi and Reeva 50 Samiwn als, The Ovigins of drab Nationalion
{New York: Columbia Duiversity Press, 14913,

T Fevor Alunad, The Making of Madern Turkey (New Yock: Rontledge. 1995), p-
A4 places e date of e emergence of distinen Tuckish nationalism as 1}p]‘11:1'.’if'c|
to the ideotogy of Ouomanism ay 1%, the vear i’ which the Unienias, mem-
miitee of Unian ane Trogress (CU17 splie with the Lilser-
als; Fikrel Ackimor, “The National Questienr aml the Gen andd Development of
“Sociahsm in the Ctoman Empire: The Case of Macedonia” in Secalism and Ne-
flanaficm i the Oftamen Empive, 18767927, cds. Mete Tuncay and Faik Jan
Zivcher (Londen: [ DL Taarks, 1994}, p 46 also staes, *The Younpg Turks haed
alrcady made clear thebh staosd om the national guestion in Augnse T Frik
Jan Zivcher, Purkey: A Modern {Fistory (London: LB, lanris, 1993) also ihinks
HMI5-6 were she crucial vears for the development of Tierkish nuronalism, T dhe
most definitive work on the Young Lurks. M. Siken Vanioglo, The Youny Pl
in Opnsriing (Mew York: Oslend Universioy Press, 1#85), p. 212 suues, “The £UMs
shilt Lo nadionalism and securement of the military's vischmerens was realized
ire 19067

g od the seceel Co
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1906-8, What I have argued elsewhere is that 1he suppression of
the Kurdish nativnalist rebellions af 1925, 1481}, and I'?-‘I}:?-H en-
ahlfrcl the Turkish government o articilate o mu::h Iﬂ-t)t';,‘.'in‘idf'.l'll
nationalist discaurse withing a URC-PArTy autocrucy.! Wit llwiqh.l
add h«l;re o my thesis is that ihe rlwe-lupmem of the TAF iI.I rhz
p.ost,-IHE:‘ﬁ period and its success in canlaining armed Kirdish re-
5|sll;u}r.u.: enalled the government of Mustalis Kermal x".l:al:"nlrk =
riise: considerably the decibels of irs alteady steidens rnli.nn' li .
discanrse. . ‘ o
Ihe: periodization of Kurdish mationalism s more prohlematic
than that of Turkish nationalism. The argument regarding ‘t]'li.;
rergence of Kudish nasgonalism Pivits un whether the SIE‘:FiIih
Said rebellivn of 1925 wus mare of a mationalist than a religions
nmvmr.}en.l. Obviowsly, both elements were immlved, The allumpl.;;
.in freriodize tl}}{r development of K dish uatinnalism in Turkey is
UNportant as it contAabutes 1o the greater wnderstanding of :m.l
UI]':_,- Rurdish history, Wt 1o the histny of Turkey in 11he Inter-war
p!ct'md andd the contours of post WW 1 Midcdle F.;lfxtern hixl(n'ingr‘n-
phy.
w;’;}ufi‘u-llmv‘c been 1 amber of stdics on the rebellions ol 1925,
1930 e 19378 duving the last decade. Many ar¢ polemical as rhe
isstie of the development of and beriodization ol the Klltjdiﬁ}l
nationalism imcvement in Turkey plays a signilirunt I'{::]f‘ in 1lhw
cnrrent compelition between those two nationalisms jn 'I'urkm-
ﬂll(l. 4 potential resolution between that county's iwo fargest :li:-
puting cthiic groups, ' W
‘ Mnr:tin vian Broinessen was the first scholar 1o adelress the ny-
lmtmljsl. companients ol Lhe Sheikh Said rebellion and he clmr'l::“—
.t.i.-‘.ﬁ?_edlil “ncither a proely religious nor a purely l]:\[i()l‘l;l[i.it c»m: .
The primery aiin of hoth Shaikh Said and the f;\zadi [rmli.mmli';.l.]-
i('{-ld.l‘!l's was the cstablishnient of an independeni Kurdistan Tiw:
x:mln-'nfin_m of the rmk and file was equally inixed, bue for llhr*m
the religious facior miy have preduminated ™ v my study of the

T s, he Etrrgeire, . PE369.
" Maaricn van Retiinessen A fierd g
. un B - AR SEaikl end Starer On the Socie! R
:i:g.;mznnuu ef Kuvdistan. Publislut Th. D, Risscedion (Uireeh) R:h:ifuii:::?Tr
T P D adso see arevised addition ol the ahove At E'F'm!.k!: mid.'\'.f-;.:;:
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cruergence of Kurdish nationatism and the Sheikh Said rebellion,
written alter van Bruinessen’s study, [ emphasizod, a3 opposed to
~van Bruinessen, the nationalist totivalicns were more imporeant
than the religious factors.* The third major sindy of the Sheikh
Said rebellion is that of Tamit Beogamslan who thinks that the na-
tionalist {actors probably oummumbered those ol religion in the

rebellion.’

Two il length boeks on Sheikh Sald’s rebellion wrillen Ly
Turks have also appeared sinee 1991, Ome was written by Ugur
Mumcu and the other by Yagar Kalafar” Both of these books steess
that the Sheikh Said rebellion was an [slamist reactionary move-
ment, Kalafat characierizes the rebellion as a “backward looking,
anti-demuocratic, anti-Republican. theocratic, anti-Alanirk, anti-re-
volutiomary tnovernent,” that wanted to reestablish the Sullapae
adl the Caliphace® Mumcu also charuclerizes the rehellion as an
Islamist rebellion.™ Two other scholars, Frgun Aybars and Mete

The Soviad wwd Pofiticnl Sructnre of Kuedistan (Londaon: Zed Books, 19929 pp. 2098
B The revisedl edition hag also heen publisleed in German aned Torkish, T the
revised additions, vau Broinessen has macle tan chanegaes inc s views tegarding die
religions versus e natiomalise character of the revelt. Alse in P78 Willian: T
Tucker and 1 meiliahed, "The Sheikh Said Rebeition in Tarkey (1923): A Stinly
i b Consolidkuion of a Developed Uninstitwdonaliced  Nationalisne amd (e
Rise of Incipicne (Kureish) Nationalizn,” fie Welt des Blems, NS, XV, 54
(1578, pp. FARRIL Tiweker's and o acoomit was, however, based solely om
newspaper and secomdary accotints while van Braimessen’s study was hascd o
hield work, intervicws with peaple who lad paviicipated in the 1926 rebellion
anct, on urchival soarces.

E Dsen, The Fimavgaer, pp. TH265

T HMatnit Bozarabin, fe Peaflme Netinnal Kirde en Frevguie Kemaliste, Unpublish
e Ménuwre e DYplome De LEFLESS. {Paris, 1U8R), who stales, “cepenclant.
nous awions terl du i [Sheikk Said| denier des caractéres mationalistes,” (p.
2127, Tt he acds the commeni, "Mais lex aspects nadonalisics dans [a persaonne
méme dhe Uheikl Sail ne diminuent oo ne cachent nullement s s veligivies
o la vévnlte,” {p. 214).

4 Vgur bremca, Kitrt-fehamn Ayeklnimas, 1911925 {Ankacn: Tokin Yaviouwi,
19935 This book First appeared ina newspaper scrics tn Cesdiretdaet Biome 2 1o 22
_ILIITE‘. 1991, Yasar KalaFar, Sarke Meselig J'J:lg?n.-.'r? .S.g\-.ﬁ Kreind (”ﬂ)‘i_ Karakierd, INinemin
eke g e s fHoylar (Ankara: Bofasicl Yaydar, 1A

T HalaGat, Suek Adescetosr, (A .

" The vicws ol Mumon and Kalafal are similar o those of carlicr Tuekish
wirhs o the rebeblion such as Metin Toker, S.ﬂyf: Kot ve f,tjlﬂﬂ,l tAnkara: I-‘.ﬁ;r_g" I
Mathaas, 1968 and Tehcet Cotnal, Sk Sadd f-r_wa:lrr [lstantbul: Scl Yavimelr, 14UR6)
These twe authors alsa stress that Sheikh Said was aided By Greal Britaing a view
which | havee selwsel, Bt bewpks, in parl, seem 0 be cchuctals of my own waork
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,Flfncajf. both of whom are Thrrkish, argue that the rebelion s
[.;-rfnfanly nationalist. Aybars states that it was only after 'ihr-'ri:};
&:ald s caplure that he characterized the maotivittions For t]u: relw:|
Tion as heing religious in order to deceive his capors.! -
T_h(: only full lengidy siady published in Turkey in recent veins
statinge -:'allc-gorir_'all}-' that Sheikh Said’s rebellion was 11;1ti0n:1|i*‘-!dirl|
characier is that of the Turkish Kurdish seholar Mehniet B.’!\-T:lk 12
f?u}-‘r;ak gives several reasons (o support his argumen t}r;lrtl-
-cj-}l(.'lkh Sard rebellion was « natianalist and not a rcli;_;,imlw l:m.,r:-iw
fton: 1) there is 3z muach evidence 1 suppore the (heais .T]l'l[ li”-
rel'.m:!liun was influenced as mach [ Kurdish na[ion:lflliim "w I:P
religions Luctors; 2} evidence sugpests there was strong g l'ret‘;q;f- “;
betwern Sheikh Abdnlkadir, one of 1he LA Kurdi.ﬁﬁ !;?ltju.nali'n't
!cadcrs, and Sheikh Said, Further, Sheikh f\ll(llt|k,il;:lli' wiis Iittlh
mlluf':n(:mi by religicus factors in his dm_:isiun—m;_lking' 3 rc'wlli i .
wak simply the cover (perde) to reach (he gorz) |'::ma§'},t;l' imﬂir-g :rn
l|.f_'11(‘(_‘ {istiklil}: 4) vne of Sheikl Said’s :'.f(_lsestl;mqua'rntam_'fl.qpl;"-ar—-
]flh '!lasan Fehme, stated betore (e Independence Tr'Fhun'ﬂl -"}1"1
Sheikh Said had wiiten him a lelter saying, “T am fightin i"n y li:l-
Kurds.”: und 6) Sheikh Said wanted to provide jobs for Iﬁc I-Im-e::
tevel hurenuerats in an invicpeneen Kurdistan; fols bz '.we.rc and
WLt ln:.rI(-m'cu:I to Kurds in o I'urkish (Ium:umrud t'f;lll;tll' ]I"r
I%ayrak‘s ¥iew the natioralist and political factons r;ursfm.; the |-c-hf-l
liem greally vutweighed religious coneerns, ' ) _

llhm cephiasized the maionalisg e in the rebelbion. For furth N
L. AT _hnc:ks Mus others writpen by Turkish und Kurdish aurh: N
“'-"f—'r"'(“‘ S vy, She Ewergena, 10R 900
e t- I[:_rguru ,-'\3;)3:;, MIRIGE Mahhorshor {Ermie: Newi Press 094, pp. 21097
cote Tk, Tirkive Cusmburives e ek Forti Vopetio e £ g A ;
e Pabenion: |§R|J_ " ‘IIQL:}”"H tek Frarti ¥ooetimi nem Eumlsas, {Airkary;
" Mehmer Rayiuk, Kiiner 1w
Feralk, o Dhsol Demokeatih Afiradeiodes

! : ey o : H
l';re.nf, iSIEJIf!). Rayrak rebms many ol the argumenis of Mun, o A
the rebelion was an Istansia MOWEInen suginricd by

wnaiwes of
W5 coneciring the

o U wl arges |y
: : . y mn treigners. e alsa ;
:?jlltll“:;}lu:iLI:L:,I,::E::]};.mj.l|UU]JTmS the :_nen_mirs of the Iefdnes of |th?r?:ce_rIIIJ|-;{;:
o uul_:"nilgi.m - N fn.r SPHJ“-HR lh:t! frt 'm. purpases. e claipes that Mume o
o of themier will 1:[.;113? .u_ .l\’." Kuedish natianakisg ntpardzations and the lead-
oo Wh. - Bayrak slsn rriieizey Mumey for wsing the privane papers ol A
™ :I_w ():_ PApers are oot availalile lor ailer syl SErTiny, [Magan wis one
e R} : |r_:an} of his followers 1o dcals.
Frak, Kéathr, . 304 7.
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In an interesuing development over the plasl fc:w ;-m,rﬁ’ :t:::;
vounger Turkish schotars, especially those t.l'alrfed 151 -Ei”“:p,”:”“
the Unjicd Siales, accept the view that th_e. Sht.‘.ﬂdl hﬂll Tebe 'cr:
“was hasically an cthnic Rurdish rebellion wnhh n-.hgmu,:; ‘m_n_
fones." Anather interesting development r{:;jr.nr'r.llns th;: ]:sl::ﬁ”.
graphy of the Sheikh Said rebellion is thin c*.\\-en c1rtl~:;s cuﬂ:il o e
ﬁllirlg elites of the Turkish governmeot ha:lc Bogun to accept |
the rebellion was nattonalist in character, N

What 1 argue here is that the rlew1.Iu[3mc-.m._anc.1 dfhp uJ- e th.E
the TAF alier 1925 had as vone of its major objectives tir ol .l e
armed resistance of the Kurdish narionalist mm-(:nmnlt ?",( ) ;n
the TAF was one of the majar insirunf(:nls nlsnrl tes st.]uas-l'l .ilmTh.r
intimidiie Kurdish natiomnalist leaders in thc_ 111mtl'-$\"ér]‘9e1;_{:‘:}““‘;
quelling ol the Kurdish nul.immliﬁts.;md ﬂllI[‘II’ r}atml{m_lal ulji.qm 1T
contributed, in turn, 10 a more strident Turkish "‘m;:ni .T I.”Ir-

Irag under the British, after Auguse 1922, was :.hel ms.} t. Jl.jr .”)I.
in e world e have a central aiforce e:_'n‘ll‘lm'.l':‘ld m I‘lll"i-,i- Ny
military arl intelligence operations. Thf- Adr .Su:l.wme l]I]I -[?;e.ii‘_.t..};
1thre Iirijlish in Irag was highly suceessiul in achicving thle olijex l.,,:l
for which it was createil. The RAF was one of the most import:

i oF Al e
U Dt Gizre Sakslhogla, “Parameters sl :n;gs;;; ri:;k:;:;:fffﬁl;l:;!l\],
- i et 2 TSE . =0l
'|iu'ng in Btp“blI‘.E-L:.I(:Il'f'Ll‘:'l:E;il|({]|§;1f:: i:::?if:[’;:‘:'ﬂ::n sources: Haldwi 'E"vi'l'lalp. i M:’j:ﬂ.ﬂ]ﬂ'
e Ll"lﬁn-lf:d' i-l:'!‘ﬁw-ﬁil}r'- charagterices ihe Sheikh Satd eebaellion as Dol
teaching at B;'h"’l’i‘ clnl' rh:-lle:atlership - ind(‘p:.:lli]l'tlL K1]|r[1.f.l:1‘1'|,
though the n ‘J:un;nmy i.1 wsend a religious language e niivare the _rﬂ‘":’“itm
e least g Ree his ';].‘ﬂamimn ar] Kurdish Matianalism,® .(1'07'!!""7‘.1'“"1_!!- ’ e
::r.i.l-?. :iIK:J:]?;‘g mvi .wn!."k. ;.'zm Broinessen’s and Mete Tunlu:ay s, Tirkive Cumiburi
=Tl sindy evtitled The Seutheast Hefint {Gitneys ”H“r \: sl 1995, The re-
: sos published in Friniyet newspaper oo 14 (o @ v Augnsl, BEL. Yol
e T d by o research team ander the taection of Do E J’:1
o “'.33. P;'cpzlrir:ira1 wienee at Ankarn Lirivessily, ‘The TOROF Was 3'Llhl'l'1rt!;' I'Il:
prﬂ[cshn'_ .(P IJ;J e éu:q'iffm of the Turkish Chanbers of Commerce and 8 1t.H:I
. Lhc rhlic m':“t(ﬂm} by Yahm Ertz, the then president of TORR and a r]tﬂtﬁ'.ﬂf
Ilfm-'lmugff ¢ Mimister Tanse Ciller, The Fovos of the repor anal}frcw the enreend
J_-‘:;L:_:i:;:;::_lm:g the Rurds in he Sonthcastern r::gl'mn and .prnllmi'i::tgml;::.l:;?; Lﬂ
Hi : - . is alto vary interessi A
the Kmf“m ilu”'tl(:lﬁ:-I:LrI‘;ThH.:!!:T;}lh‘:'::I:;z::.ll-tr::r'hilli:m in "tlﬂ:'cl.npinﬁ the Tear
E.;.Kll‘:-:iif:u:ﬁizﬂlisrﬁ :lm-uﬂg the nationafisis 1Tuckish].” Minder, 284 Augus
'1195!5 which is noumilser 7 of the serics,
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roereive instruments of Brilish calonial control throughenst 1he
Middle Fas and elscwhere during the inter-war periodl.' The RAF
coniributed o Turkey's signing of the Lausanne Treaty (24 Tuly
1923) and more fimdamentally 1o the 5 fine 1926 Treary hetween
the Uniteal Kingdom/Trag and Turkey. It is the 5 June 1926 hor-
der demarention that still ohtains between Turkey and Iraq.”
Turks wilmessed the ctficacy of and had Frst haned EXprriences,
As targels and victims, along with Kurels aned Arabs, of British air
power in castern Turkey sind northern Traq. The *Lurkish militany

vommanders and political anthorities sy its effeetiveness and jig

¥ Fou o pond overview of Brivish air perver ane branhing
inlterayg perioed ses Thayid E Ormnissd, Aay %
Foree, JOGT00 (Manliesr:

policy during il
wrt aned Cofonied Eanteml: The Bovari A
Mancluwsier Livarsing Press, HIMYL. Chnissi s
wgrees witl those scholas whe think thar aic pover “prolonged the Tile af Brirish
tmpecialisan by perhaps en ears.” M argues, "Fad the dnctrine of *comral wigh-
el aceupaton’ nar heen sticeessinlly developed amd wppdiod in Traq. it is alsn
cevtin hat the Reaal Air Foree wontd nod have SOereeed Dot tlee 1O " in
I The Jerocity of sieee ol the BAF a1varks on Arabs, Purks, amid Kirrils wag
utednubiedly due, 10 snme cxleng toothe desiee ol (he eritimenders of (e TAF
tr denwinsirare o ilie Brirish impeaial anel eolonial derizsion rckers 1he officacy
af air power visdvis he army anc navy in arlicving nperial and elomiatic
ohjeetives, Tre this regird aee chapter two whiel deals wilh [rag a2 well s |aes
2I0-T1 ol the eomdusion,

"ais of Chwdssi®s ¢luesig regarding uir oo
texled, This 5 expeially o of his stiement, “Had e atr conbiod scheme noy
affered a cheap e eMecive ahonmative v miliney o Cuparion, s Bkely diag
the British presence wondd have e sirtailed or ended, the Aral Kitigerloom
wonld have been still b and 1le VEVIVIEE et af Irkey wonld have en.
gulfed the Mosuel zit possitdy he Tayghedad anil Basrsy vilapels.” (p. A7) To sug.
gesr that, withowt the RAF, Ty ke in ahe 19205 wonld have heen able “engedi”
the Muosul and possibly the Baghdad and Basra rilasers greatly exupgeratcs Tor-
kew's powen wied srabili ¥ during this peaiod, This view iy farfreched i my npin-
ion. Tnddeed, i Turkey T enpubted the Mosul, Raglidad. aned Basig rilaTeds, it
wonld have heen ennfionted with an even steonger Baedish nativealist resisiangee
that woutlel luva: even more grewly influenc eel glie subieque e development of
the cmergenr Turkish vepublic than e Kurdish rehellions of TUEE 1950, el
1937-8, In this regacd see g, Tl Frvergenee, PSR, 1w, afier Al Sheikls
Saiels veheilion that mace Twikey more cager o sign 1he & June 1626 Treary
between the Unijred Bingedoan wnd Trag and Uik, Chap
hook is nrisleading in trar it wverestimates Turkish
strength of Enrdish natiooalisn.

" Although Prestdent Sileyman Dewmjref
Brmacratic Socialis Pary (DS, sug
thal the Border should be moved
2 March 19490

e el caloniad cantral e le: O

ter vwor of Clmissi's
Pt anel yinlerestimanes the

wnel Biilent Ecevit, 1he leader of 1lye
ested geveral times doviig 1093 g [0
"W 15 hilomviers somhward.” See {fiirrived,
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poteniial as an instrument to control rebellinus peoples and trlb(’x;:
as well s sedentary gronps. Since the Kurds were the }'rl_t e ,‘lno.sr
rtionalist, and mnsl rebellicus minority pupuh‘almn mltiu. IIH;F_
Turkish repithlic, alr power was to l._u;' l‘I.‘il‘.fl mnst_ iretliulnlv an;“:;r
feclively against them, However, (-IIncl.wE‘ust.e of l.,l Ir|1 ish ji_lrdp -[-hle
was largely a development of the Pf}st—&-hmkh .Tuu P(:_;‘I? . e
Sheikh Said rebeilion was a large military operation, ].t 1{. ]:U ,nd
raurse, compare with the movement of _tmops, nqulpmll,.nl, n. -
war matcriel that Turkey mabilized daring its war of ”T{.Ep:,:r
dence against the European [xrvers and Grece. I’iurt f-;){r]u,;.;-c)t‘r .e
BO000 were mobiliced Ty the Turks and some 15000 by th
C 1k
h‘%{'jsrvks first Lbecamce itnterested in aviation in tll-i':‘ r,:m'h__»' l‘.r?l'}ﬂi
aboul the same time that flying brecame so P.UPUIHT it .Europ_-t .m;
the United Siates. The development of av I:mrm and ot the :itlrc‘l;:l‘{wi
industy was much slower inTurkey llml n u: Furaps or tht:1 qrjrlke_.‘
States l;rc:mse altechnological disparities.' 10 was !\-‘[;t}n]m;t Qe ]:.h_
I'aga, the commander ol the Action Ay that L‘r'llh'l.lﬁf 1] l-el c;)(lmg
Ler-revelutionary forces opposing the Youny "l:urks m. Ap:ﬂ ] l.lhr
while serving as War Minister {19089-12) wht:) ht':t en?_utrr,ngi.:‘tlr ©
Ottoman government's interest in the pOS!jlblhlI(.'H 1 .rLlr(}‘y‘o-w - .w
He had become inlerested in astation while he was 11} _"L[T"rl"-:
[ : revoluti By March 1911, Mahmued Sevker Faga
prior to the 19038 |ewu]u11<lm. 3y chl e
managed o send two Lurkish oflicers 1o 1 e Blé ‘ o
School near Paris Lo be irained as pilots. .‘\ct:urt.!lng e I icrre} : ‘J;‘k
ling, Fevket Paga assigned Licutcnant—Cululm._‘.I.h!lre}f{ﬁ-l ]ﬁv : e m
ol undertaking studics regarding the possibility of establishing
Aiver i ear [stanbul. : N
d"‘;.:,ail;: iLz:];:1;en¢1f the Sheikh Said rebellion, 1 was war lh]ut f‘-tl'l.ll-
tated the next stage of Turkish air force developroent. "I"ku‘%dnl;;uli
terrain of Libya and the Ottoman military’s awareness of the deve

L i Pl Emergerce, pp. 102-6. o . )

w ::':-::“-Itl 11:.?::' arr.ﬁnt iIIl I-;I,ngliﬁh nf Turkish A_.watm_n s 'Pll_‘[-ltr(:;j:r]l!l:f:';
“The 51;,": as Promodyr of LTechnolopgy Tmmﬁ:r: l‘lu-l hflrlf ‘mnr.-.f "_:ﬁmr _ri::rm;_
Avintien,” in Treds, Husymorions and Kipohacks: A J'.-_trw.:a::;{un ”m“gra::'_m. Y K.lm'“

v in s special issue of b Stwedivs, & (10843, pp, 209-14; Y, Karssa,

w spacial issue of fouenal of Turkith " . '
fu;c::{'ﬂ :I'I'I(I v, Cztuma, Heveeditt Tarihinde Titkler, vol. | {Ankara: 1871)
"t Dheding, "The State,” p. 211,
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opment of gir power in Furope, invreased ‘Turkish military come-
manders’ awarcness of the polontial usefulness of airplancs against
the: Maltans in the lalo-Torkish war that began in 1971, Several
Ottenmman officers were dispatched 1o France o learn how fy
and severid airplanes were porchased. Tn 18911, again with Makumur
Sevket's advine andd atel, o F0H) by 1.500 Muare meter hangar was
huilt ar Yesilidy (San Stelana). During the conrse of the Talian-
Otioman war, Ottaman commandlers realized their disadvantage
in nat heing able 1w drop propagandz leafleis fronm airplanes as
the Italians did. Iy iy instances airplares were poerceived as
being as irmpon tand ur Iropaganda purposes as for instriments of
connbal, By 1919 two trzining planes were baught through public
subseription. A squadron consisting of four planes was established
n the army, wehnicians and wechanics were browgiie from Franee
unid Gormany. By the end of 1912, the Ottaman Empire possessed
T tratning, aml tenn reconnaissance bombing aircran ¥

Al the commencement of the Ballan vars, the (toman army
lard 12 airplanes for reconmaissance and taining of dilferent oni-
gins and seven more were oblained in the course of the war . Eight
mote Parkish pilows and pilo candjdures {erdeys} finished their
training during the fivse stage of the war as well. Try addition, threc
French and four German pilots arvived Tager.® Hawever, during
the course of the Balkau wars, four Mancs were destroyed as the
Dioman arny retveated and soveral were destroged ar wrecked.,
As the Just stage of the Balkan wars ncared jis end, the Onoman
ariny was Teft with ouly three operable planes.

Enver Paga, the Young Turk general who hecame Minister of
War in January 1914, had an inerest, in aviation, but it scems o
have been more of a personal and political interest rather than
nne realizing the potentiai of air power for purposes of war.® Ay
any rate. the fledgling Ottoman air nuclens cange under the domi-

talion of Germany soon alter the Otoman alliance with the Cen-
tral Powers pn 2 Antgust [Y]4,

Kansa, Seeg el Chetng, Heooobk, [EAR LR

¥ Ree G Arshaneglu, Tirk Houn Kuetmd i Trark Raghel, noo 4168 June
1972}, . 4010
™ Oheding, “Uhe Stare” p 215



76 KUBEE I OLSON

The Lurks vsed air power only experimentally during their War
of Independence. By the middle of August 1022, ren dayvs helme
the nlfensive agamst the Greeks, the Turks possessed some A7 air-
crafi, largely of ltalian, French el Geeman vintage, of which 21
were tighter aireraft (e wpag) ® Buring the course of the War of
Indepenttenee, the Turkish government possessed around 20
fighter plancs, It is difficult to derermine how cffcctive the Nedg-
ling air force was, 11 seems restiornble w conclude thar during the
Wur of Tndependence the Turkish Alr Foree Tad litde vole in the

outcome of major or hsser battles,

1. The Sheikh Said Rebellion

During Sheikh Said’s rebellion, the Turks did not fully emptoy the
air power that they possessed. This was perhaps due to the terrain
and to the threat and the acinal oecurtence of sahotage, especially
if the aircrafl were based in Diyarbakir, The (rst reporl in the
British Public Record Oftiee (FRQOY) concerning Twkish air operi-
tions is dated 27 April 1923 snd was wiitten by Special Service
Olfficer (850 H. V_Johns, a Might lieutenant, a1 dosnl™ Arcord-
ing s this oflicer, there was une squadron (fils) of six o1 soven
airplancs at Mardin, but anly two were senvicealde, There was
sccond squadron of four abrplines, apparently received from the
French, that arrived alicr the outhreak of hstilites, This hrouglht
the wial ol serviceable aircraft at the: Mardin airfield to six. These
six aireralt carried out twa bombing raids per day {from the airfield
at Nivarbakir, They returned 1w Mardin at night Lo avoid sabotage
by Kurdish rebels. The fuel and bombs for the airplancs arvived at
Mardin by rail from Istanbul. The Special Service Officer (5507 al
"‘Mosul conjectured that two or three of the pilots of the six air-
plnes were regular Turkish ollicers and each spadron was com-

H prslanoglu, Tk Hargobh, po 50% Avslanedin, po 39 gives the lidhwing
tigures: 24 Nighter planes; 12 reconnaissance plunes; oo aining plane and one
sea plane.

2 Ajr Ministey (henceforward vefrrred 1o as Al files 237256 in the Fallic
Revord OlMice (PRO? Teated in Kew Gardens, Grem Beiain, The report was
written by HL. V. Johos, ap identical repore can be founed in Air EEREN
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manded by & captain {yiis i
: ¥ & captain {yitzhase), trajned by the Gernuns, the other

tllcj::‘t,d(n Loy being uniformed vivilians who wore badges of rank
HECOT T ' i . l
. JJ:] n:lg;{-t;; ;hti-[x .‘ﬂrr_‘. nl}pu;ﬂ rere‘wt-(l. Ina raiher long report dateed
e | w(.‘li a\-.il; .:;”"-’“_!l“?_:'f."l”‘ assessing the situntion on (he
oo ]; i l-." su.r, ||-|m|'te$1 thal two sirplanes had left
poardin m.] .4 A]JI-I[ lor Divarbakar,™ Jobus reported that e the
com: L;‘]l('.!,.l:‘l;’li!;l;‘ ol lilfe rebellion, the Tirks had three airPI;mc.a:
o .r;,.;.|m TLM[ l'.w-rne 1_15:,-.-:1 \l"nr bomhing raids in the
ni,"_._,”.bﬂk . r.(. r: 1r ‘r-r(_'ff arcraft T heen transterred o
th-__lt o 1}| twer days (28 Febrnvy before the Kurdisl aitack
E,‘;&;II-n;;l:;}:;:: lf}lcgl—};(}#d by the Kurds during the night. By the
" ._l_’ivm_l;;lkj i, ;,';.f 1(‘.F T;I.kg were able o transfer six more ﬂir-creu"l.
oo o r\.” ”I? l;: whi howere twoseiters monled with ma-
pne I\.-J o .I-t" }ulu.rs of 1hese planes wery Turks, The air-
“h-lfi WS omll_crl i bront of the miliny camp on the Flurpur road
VI e Bew reports on e use of Turkich e in sup.
Prr.:ssilrl.‘ii e Shetkh Said reheltinn, ;"l::ﬂrul ]:] F;:.:r':v::':'rpuw”[ l'n o
lE) beiteve that the Ajy Ministry reports 'd:‘t" .'i:'c-ur:'l;gﬂ'lnl “5:“”_"
;.;Imlm:mdl;at:;elnsul WHS i t:ha}'ge of intnl]igonn- f-'me :11? (E:Hir:‘(:
e ner ', atl Frf the British S850% were AT [JE_‘I'S(.]I]IIE‘| they wl
:-I::::\T_::- ;I:Fijl:l:,]z:i:mm.m aif' r‘apnlhi!iti-:rﬁ and they roak 4 k:nr:l
o “Imwilah.”" .' }ull:-m:,nl.lui '\l'_uri-':mh ar power capahilities, By
i [.Ul"";i. ,;w the 1.|n_'.if:l:r.'_m'cnrss of Turkish s perwer
g the e of the Sheikh Said rebellion was sormerhi :
the Trurkish Bovernment sought 1o o i

L]

stquashing of the rehellion in the 51Jmt:p:;:'c:flT]Il.':;:d'?}l UI:."rl";lr'{il:rr "
plans to build up the air componcut of the Turi;i;.h ;lim::: f':u}::ad
o I . il : : b B L b
UI::;::;U;E Iu(.{inn. t}jee sghing of the 5 June trealy between rl:
- ngs nl_]']/lldq and Turkey. As ey as 25 May, ten day
(Ej_nrc the signing of the reaty, Major RE, I?;‘errncLZ;I }-; ish
|ml|t;u;y attache _in Istanhul, withy infbj.'matiml (‘.onlri.hu‘t(‘d(i'n-' (F o
::j::]!;;!f;‘;;:;:' ]t]:c Il.'ali_an navlwal ;}ttathé. who was -:]'u.-;t-g!,'ﬁcrmi.
neng velopment ol the 1 tht'kmh Adr Foree, began a serjes of
ports on the build-up of Turkish aie capabilities.?

M-

"_‘ Alr 257280,
A 237549 daged 95 May Hitg,
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In his reports dated 26 May, 8 July 1926 avl JTanuary 1927, Ha-
renc summarizes 1he purchase of aivceaft bought by Turkey as
[ollows:

ESIIMATE OF NUMBER OF TURKISH AIRFLANES: 19155

End of 1925 Purchased in (926 Rendeved nseless  Balanes

war stock 10 - 10 -
Bréguet n 10 14 16
Junkers 10} E1)] 10 ()]
Caulckron 30 - = 18 12
Moraine- -~ 12 - 1%
Saulnier

Newport - 6 - ;
Bléril- - o) - ]
Spad

Hytdroplanes - - -

Savoiss 17 - 5 1y
Roberbiech

I - 2 - 2
Evolture - 2 - 2
Juikers - f - 6

feind 106

Havene concluded that at the end of 1926 Turkey had 153 air-
vrafl of which 17 had been “rendered useless,” leaving a tetal of
114G serviceable machines. Most of the airploes renderoit nsehoss
harl been so readered i eastern Turkey as 2 cesult of allempts to
crush Kurdish insurrections amd (o control the Kurdish popula-
tion, Since he did nol possess Ihe Ggures as 1o how many atrploes
had been rendered useless in eastern Turkey and “il. is vndersiood

TIHLE KURINSIL RERELLIONS (1F SHEIKF] SAID et

that 1he wastage there was caonstderable,” arenc thought it un-
likely that there were more than 80 airplanes it for service at the
cncd of 1996,

‘The buildup of the TAF in general, aml in eastern Turkey in
paviicular, continued throughout 1927, In the Tall of 1927 Sht;.'ikh
Abdurralim, the hrather of Sheikl Suiel, attacked weak Turkish
garrizons in Palu and Malatya, It was reporied that Abdurrahim
il captured Lice during the firsl part of October. Capakgur
(Bingdl) was overmin by Sheikhs Ford (Fevzi) and Fui;ri. hoth
nephews of Sheikh Said, who had retarned o Turkey atter fleeing
Lo Syria ailer the crushing of their unele's rebellion, Sheikhs Fozzi
Al Fahri with the iclp of the Sheikh of (he Zara ribics in the aren
barl occupied (he Ieights Between Paln and Kian which COnSH-
luted the princije line of defense from Erzram sodh, ik thony-
sand Turkish troops were: concentrated at Hurpul in an attempr to
dislonge the Rardish rebels belore winler. The TAF was used in
this operation. Rirdish revolts continged threnghomt the fall and
wintcr of 1927 1n the Mug district the Khain {Hay1i) tribe revolied
and formed a band of 400 under the Ienrll:.rﬁhipJ of Nuh Muham.-
mad el Yunis. In Bidis (he Rokutan amd Kharbwut tribes uttacke:d
the 1own and oeeupied part of il There were mon insarreclings
in Van, Bavaeud, and along 1he emtire Uarkish-Tranian besreler, Tn
late October 1927, 4000 Kurelish rebels attacked and veanpicd
Bayazid Lefore being driven out. Bt (he RKurds were nor driven
vt wintil Turkish reimioreements from rhe I2th Division arrived to
support the 8th Divisien stationed in the arca, In the Tall ot 1997
in addition 1o the continutng and frequent Kordish insierrections.
the Turks ulse were conlvonted wiil nsurietion among the Laz,

The Turks employed aicplines as one of the rueans to crush the
muliifarious rebels. On 95 Qerober 1927 Mo troop trains arrived
in Maridin carrying {ive airplanes destined for Divarbakar. The
planes arrived crated and were assemn bled near the ]'-:1;n'clin railway
station. Foul of the Planes were (lown away, proswmably 1o L)iv.-u'i
Lakar, un 27 Ocwoher, but one crashed immerli;;tely after take Juff'.

FoAnr 213200 which is an Eiglish tmastaion of 4 Freneh rielligere Re-
prai.
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The $SC from Muosul, who dralied the report, stated, “Th:j-.rel. are
tow 24 machines,” in Divarbakir,® While i‘l 15 ltm‘[ my I”_“]"-"*‘f{ lf‘,re.
o pive a detailed discussion of the Rurdish |n.<.11r1r'ecLI()_IT5 ¢ 1-1r| 1;:1
the fall and winter ol 1927, some ligures olf' r.h.e I"mlu:g_h l[.[:(]”.ll

- involved snggest the seriousness of the Kuardish |nst.1rre{1|.1lr:1ml bu}
continued unabated from the crushing of 1hr CS-ITFIHI 5;1‘1. ‘ I(:hf:[-
lion rigin up to the Mt. Ararat rebellions of 1927-30), Tlu.?t_ r-& {-..ld
fiuns proverd a splendid opporiunity for e TAF to test the (.d]pir
bilitics of thetr aireraft and pilais. Tn Nuvemhmj and Der:értw' ::l.
1927 3.368 troops were mnved by rail o Mardm anel 4. " (.1-
Adana. Another B infantry possessing mnr.hl-nlc s a-n-:' t..mf
nons moved through Biregik o Siverek, A_u aclilivienal h:m.-ulmn. :
1.000 men with four machine guns and four canons ol m}taurln_,ncr;
guns passed through Mizip headed toward Siverek ;m(ll t .}e.| ];rl
horder. Some of the troops wt Siverek were 1o go on ter Divarlsa ! l
Over B0 cavalry were needed 10 maintain seruily on the rom
betweren Swerek and Divarbalir.

2. The ML Ararat Revoli (1927-1930)

Mot histories af the Kurds dealing with th.t periu:% 1925-.19;1?){ ia&r
little: o nothing abene the role of the T.‘:’LF in L'ru:-*.hurg :lTll.t.{'t. & Ldtl
ing the Kards.® One of the exsceptions ts the: m mlrw,xrs- o I},r(f‘..m‘::q
fhsan Nuri 'asa, the commanderinchief of the Kurdish for g

™ Air 237142 dared 3 Janmary 1995 _ . o o
n F(I:rr ixftmph-., thc ﬁ].]m seholar (o write 2 J:Js:m_}-_uf kur;-ha!nlr nm:i?;-!;‘:r:
Wadie Pwaidel, The Kurisk Nutinratist Movement: lhl(b'rg:';tr nc*lrl;.! :T;:{n;;_:u.d‘ .q_h‘ll
‘ [ ¢ | ) s stakeR Lha o £
versity P'vess, Pho 1), Thesis, 19603, merely = 't s sh
: LT:“UI';‘;;':;E"S duting the Mi. Avarac rebellion. Jwaidel uhmm:u! ”.""f iljj{'ll::‘
. \ hi LiE e, Sen Al ef g
“hi i A P La Ghwestfun Kurde i
T th Chirguh, alias Coladdet Badre Khan, 5 Al .
{mn&':tn{lf]t;il:u' Pa'ﬁl Parhey, 19500, p. 39 and Lucwn Ramhout, ?f.r’j ﬁmde.f ‘.-::“!r
I;:a'!“ Dius sr'xr;zt. rfen feeits (F.'ar':s: Les Eilitzons riu -’E’.-:l'f.l11€r§“-i?], (;‘,ilfl!“._ [r;ril!:,ll.ri?t.t{}uzz
i | i Wt i i 0 sa (Ainar ,
i=hel Lok by 8 Eunrdish natianalia I-*'..:ac rt Cenn i1, il
TE:E'::; ,F:;:: Mi’]’!ﬂiﬁin A0 Frlleh Baaretlen Rurindng Smoase Hrmmk:;ij{?n::l;;}? tl}.:::
= Publie EEE at i es of June and July 1930,
> iradi 1), p. 115 states that in the batddes of June 30, 1l
Ec I'luh"‘::‘;:g;‘;' L::'?s;hg)[l? ko, cight TAI aireraft with machioe guns [rT;m!-iF:?
e i d he makes no mention of ihe 'TAF.
ifle fire. {4her than this one starement, h -
E‘adr!;:{l:ar: Rrvinessen, Agha, Shaikh amd Stawe, pp. 355406 docs not menfion the
rode of 1the TAF in the Sheikh Said relwellion.
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diring the revolr, who mentions the significant role and eflecr of
the TAF in crushing the rehellion and in demoralizing  the
Kirds,™ [ the Ll ol 1927, Nwi nated (e increase in TAF activiry
that increascyd steaddily during the e three years, Nuori relaiey
that one morning ai ihe beginning of autnmn 1997 while: "Furkish
infantey attacked Kardova, g village Incated two kilomerers from
the [ruuian border, the TAF bombed Mi. Arrat indiscrimin;itcly
(rans discm'mrrm‘.nt}. Nuri ulso considered the capabilities of the
TAF when he eqquated Kerrdish hravery with Turkish, superintity of
arms: "One Kurd wagl conttont 100 Tuiks without consider inp
the Turkish superionity in arms and of iy power "

O six Further Gerasions, Mo Mga mentions e flevastation,
destruction, and fea inflicted upon the Kurds by the TAF crma-
mencing in 1927 until (hetr sl tddefeat in September 1980.% 11
TAK plaved an impartant rol: in (he Twekish pineer (hay Erew
righter ang tighter around My Araeag by Late sinmmer 1930, 1he
TAF was alile 1 Lmuh Kurdisly Bosilions from ali direcrinng, isan
Nuni gives the impression that the capabilities of the TAF firther
demoralized tlhe Kurds ained expesdited their capitulation,

There is another recently published work con aining docnmenis
purpertedly from the Turkislh Way Mianisoy’s 1 listoriey] Archives
deseribing TAF Activities during the My, A rarai revolt™ The sor-
ion of the book dealing with the Ararar tevoll s divided ing
scveral sections, The firs discisses 1he Zevlan rebellion and s

M Ceuecal Thgan Mowni Pasha, La Bawie de LA grdagh “Arag ap (192714930
with a preface B sl Cheriff Vardy aud wanskedl b “Peresh™ [Geneya:
Falitions Kabrdes, TORAY. Thais acveunt is By e conmmander in-, lielaf the Bordish
revolt i e regivn o ML Ay a CARI i Tieekishe 20 Lesser Aranag da g Hee
years ME-IDR0 The Book lis il bweas pibbishied in Prrsing el Kaddish, s
Turkish tillg is Age L Fevaste [lstanbaat, Med Pubdication., T902), Geveral Nuri's
teenllelions of 1he My, Atarat revolt, ever thenpl wiitten sape 40 vewrs alver
the cvenis, are a vahushile first han Hemnt by the mog Pt ar Kurdich,
Partitipantz in the revall, Nyri "8 AcCouit i3 ane of e lew warks deuling with the
tewalt o disrugs (he signiflant fole of rhe TAF 1 (It‘.n‘mr;le?_ing aril defeaiing (he
Kirres. :

" M, Lg Révalte, p. OB,

A, PR l0G, 18T, 141, 155, and 154,

" Farmk Duh, Dentetin CAxtisle Fiivkive'n Kiing frynnlan {Istanhual: ¥an Pulsk-
calians, 19973, Thig bk ralics e pottedly on docimsents fom the Tnrkish w3
Ministry histotical aychives, The nent fow Pages ol Ltex) rely on pages THL2T]
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suppression from 20 July to the first pare of September. On 18 July,
in the vicinity of Sari Cemen and Temoga Tag, the TAF kifled 18
people from the 1alkinh ribe and one avimal. Six men and
threr women were kifled and {ive women wounded; seven animals
were also killed. From 18 to 21 July, 25 people from the Halikinh
tribe were killed with at least as many casnalties in addition o
many anials.™

The TALE also saw sclion in the Oramar phase of the Ararat
revolt which vecired from 18 July 1o 10 October. The "FAF was
culled in on 16 July when a company (béfik) of Turkish traops had
been surronnded by Kurdish forees lor several dags. The TAF Lom-
bardment resuled inoa lilking of the siege. On 2 Angist the TAF
hombed the Tlerki tcibe and forced them (o 1o across the border
inter [ran. The sillage of $at was hombed on the sane day. From
2 to 23 August, the TAF bennberd the rehel villages continually and
macle constant surveillance aud demonstration Hights (Resif ve
gosterty ugitslar).

The TAF was again used extensively during what Turkish com-
manders called the third stage of the Mo Ararat operations, from
7 w 14 September 1930, The wilization of the TAF was an-
nounced it an order of thi General Conpnaned oo the General of
the Urh Arvmy Division that headed the uperation, According the
arder. aiterali were to be nsed (or reconnaissance and communi-
calion (hesif wr drtibat) and to homb all places where the Kords
sought shelier. When necessary, the TAF was to Joit the land
forces by firing their machine guns, In order o provent the Kurds
from escaping rom the Igdr Tegion, aivcralt were to follow and
harass them.

The TAF was used again in the Palimir phase of the Mt Ararat
operations from 8 to 14 Novernber. The atmy ChicfolStall, Mar-
shal Fevsl Cakmak, in a report that he subimitted w the prime
minister and wterjor minister as a resalt of ant nspection wur he
had made ol the Erzincan province (i nifayel) on 18 September

W hicd., g 1700 Radri Cewil Vaga, Doce Kiirdistan, p. 114, as stavenl ahowe,

mentiens e TAF andy once. [ heay (ghting Gom 20 Tune e 27 Inly in the
Feylan valley, he states thar the Rurds shet down 8 ‘Turkish sircrafi with muchine

puns and mAfles.
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HIB0, recommended that 1he villages of Askink, Girk, Dajrhey
and TTaryt should be destroyed (tahrp). An TAFK s(uadron w;i;;
aIsJu ter be used in the Danzig sub-diserict {(dreah: nakiye) of Pilis-
™mur Lo assist infaniry Iorees in surtronnding the Kurds and 27
cut escape routes. This operation was w be compleied on 24
Ociober.

The TAF alsr was active in the seennd Pilimitc operation [rom
| ltn 11 November. 1t was determined that the second phase of the
Piliimiy eperations was nevessary becanse air bomhbing hiad noet
been snccesslul in achicving the desived gouls dnring- the first
pll;is‘e. Diring e second stage of e operatiomn, e TAF was to
rf.rn.tlr'l.lre. its reconnaissance flights and bomb the *handirs” {eshryect
_lr_) aid infantry acacks, Perltaps hecause of the shortcomings of the
TAF in the s, phase of the operation, Tarkish infaney forces
were considerably strengthened, The force was increased 10 T4
officers and 1.664 soldiers armed with [.271 vifles, 62 light ma
chine puns, Y3 sy machine puns, six oartillery peces, aml
t'qllippf..?{‘l with 379 draflt animals, There iz ne mt:m'rtm ol low
narry arreralt participated in the operstion.

A third major soured to detertnine the role o the TAF in the
Mt Ararat revolt is Turkish newspapers. In the following accond,
I rely especially on Chamleriyet for the tnonths of July aned Angust
1930 when the 'TAF saw 1he heaviest action™ _Nf:'.w-repm'ts con-
cerning the bambing of the Kords on Mo, Ararat appearcd nearly

(f;ﬁly.l'mm June dirough August, It owas repented on 2 Juky that
Ikl.ii"dl!i.ll Ii!(lsiliﬂllb were bowmbied cxtensively on 19, T]; Al 12
_]Hnne. loreing the Kurds 1o retreai up the helights o M, Ararat, On
7 '.hl]}' wo sketrhes (not photographs) depicted an airplane hen-
e1ing arouned the heights of Mr. Araratl iMlusrrating that the ‘Turks
Lrad T-|J.E Rurdz under heavy sicge. On Y July it was reported tlot
Ihl.::l 'i_.-\F.was heing very effective and was crealing great ronfuston
{hityiek bir telns) among fhe Kucds and toreed some Kurds to with-
draw avvoss the border to Tran, On 9 by Cumhnriyet carried a A
of the Mt Ararat region in which the TAT was “ratning dinwn”

R [ - P . . N
o _;\1]" lnlh\';mng few prges ol lexe vely on Cmrhiriyet For the months of july
and Avgust, Linless un acrount is especially worthy, 1o non laoinae o
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bombs, Many Kurds were reporicd to have been captured alive
when they were unable to cscape because of TAF bombardment.
On 13 July, Cumburyet declared the rebellion in Zeytan had
been suppressed. The TAF sguadrons composed of “T0-13 aireraf?”
were accorded great prominence in the erushing of the revoll,
although the Kurds did mwoage o return fire, The fact thar the
Kurds were so well armed led the T'urks to belicve they had heen
couipperd by air drops, presumably from Tran or Ieag, By L July,
the TAF, now reflerred to as "oie iron cagles,” (¢plik foriaflarmmz)
were depicted (four aircrafty bombing Mt Ararat.™ On 16 July, as
the Turkish pincers coclosed My Araral, Captuin Zeki Bey, the
TAF commander, mld Sahh Pasa, commander of the BIL Arara
campaign, “l am pleased to have such oflicers. My Iricnds, these
officers mounted such u fierce atack against the rebels that it is
difficult ta imagine snch fierceness. They few Tour or live meters
ahbove the handits and destroved themn by bambing then: and with
machine g Bee. ™ Onthie same day, 0 was roponteed 1t the TAF
-as bombing continuously (hila fesde) and engaged in close opera-
tions against the rebeds. M Avarat was in constant explusion aned
the “Iron Fagles” were able to reach places that the cavatry conld
not and cleansed the mountain, The “bandits were compelied 1o
seck mercy irom the instruments of death uncoiling from the sky/
gokteny sofrlan ohim parglern eshevayr imana geiiryor.™ The Turks
admitted to two dowiled aireralt: the pilots were reportedly miti-

Tated by the Rinds®

¥ Cumbnriyel, 13 July 1930 "HO-15 layvarecen mirekkep muhichil Glolar age

bombardiman bombalar ile huclhm comigler. bityitk relefa veren gakilen sagkin ve

-wilgin hie hate petirmislecdir” {¥arions squadooms, composed ol T00A5 ainersats,
attackert with heswr bombardment; the handits who suffered heavy cusualtics,
hecame confused and were terrorized).

# Cumhmreet, 146 July 1930 "Ben binle zabitlere mahik olidugum icin hahn-
yamim. Arkadagfanm, dstler fzerne dyle kahramanea ve mikhiz akinlar yaptdar ki
b aregin harckin tasdr cdihilmek bile pek ghoui. Sakikerin Ozerine dért heg
metreve kadar inerek ondar ve mitralvdz atest icinde mahvettiler,”

Y Cumbreerivef, 16 July 1930,

T Uhe Knuds were eeported e have ot oft e pilots” nases and eans aod b
Tarve gonped out dietr eyes, Subscquently. the Bord whe kilbed the own pilots was
captnred and his chief forced him o conless. He triem! o eseape oo deeetiniom

. {|IJI'iIIH 1IH nighl, tn whaeee ealleal upoa 1o halt e il nonl andd was killed,

THE RURINEN RERELTIOMS D SHEIEH 5AID AL

Ou. 16 July, the TAF bombed Mt Ararat for thre straight flour
cr(‘latmg panic among the Enrds compelling them w raiee Ihs
white flag. The TAF ako hombed some kelhas eribes on |hle l'"l".lu
ern ﬁlnprq ol Ararin that were helping the “handiis " r'-ill;llt_*r-
llr'r-:mu, the Turkish prime mirister. was so Meased ly the aner
Ilmns that he sent congratulations to the lup commaners inrlu.l_
g the TAF commanders, During the nesxt two daye I}l.t' acri:;
honbing was so successtul thai the Kurds were loreed ;“ wi!hd-m'w
up i 5000 meers; the Torks spoeculated that thyey mighll withil ray
npto 5000 meters. Ry 21 July, the acrial |:H_IIII|3;!I'dll"ICT1| I|:1r! d:
streyed many Rurdish fore {ishassunpin): the Kurds wer.e l"orr : ;
to higher sltimdes and 1 seck cover i caves, Rut thtl: TAF did 1::;
let up on ity argacks, Taking ofl’ from airfields at Karakise sl
Bayamd, evervday ar difloren tines sax thar the Kurds Wnlj.ltl net
knfm' when to cxpect them, the plancs were ahble (o veach the
heighis of Mt Aracat in 46 IS, drap (heir incendiary (y.flmgm‘l
bombs and velrn te lase, 1 was reported on 34 [nlv;th-al ‘nm'-v
Sl'lLI'Tl(il'ﬂ'l'lS were being sent 1o the fiont from the I.-w,t;rer;-,ai-l.'lmgcq al
Fukigehir anud Diyarhakir o

In thine, the acrial Lennibardmient, especially with incendijar
bombs., began 1o wke irs (oll, On A uly. one r:zq;lurr.ri Kol sr"n;c;;
I.I.mt in war there was alwiityy tetrible d‘angcr. But now “Tlml':-l arg
airplanes Tike Fhahil birds (fhe degemdary bivds 1hat rlcstt.'m'.eﬂ ;lu_;
army nli' Ahrakn, (he Ahyssinian commadder, when e a}mrked
Meera in D70 ADY The Turks inleepreted such confcssinn.s (5
Tean that the spirit amd courage of the Kurds haed Lieen })!T}kt'l-l

These devils (habis) are now farced 1 Jive like wolves," ™ Every d.'w
t.h(: aetial bombardment as well as the snow and glaciers J-.\'f"r;*
toveing the Kurds o deseend lrom the haights of M, ;‘\rau‘“at.

[u spite of the Turks' conlidence thal aerial bombing and the
Im.ld campaign would soon defent the Kuds, they admined r]n:,:
skill with which the Eords aslapled their weapons 1o the r-up; .ed
tervain. Il was this Kurdish resilience that compelled Salh Pisa,

! Caumburivet dovs nor say w : i
A ! say whether the firs . AT
likely hey wes e Barrels. ' rerthay were Kurds o Vaarks., Tt ronst
= Alwaba,” B L, pp, 1025,
¥ Coumbrripet. 30 [uly 198D,
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the Turkish commander, to move his headquartcrs from Bayaxud
o an open headquarters on the southwestern fmothills of Mt
Ararat where he commenced preparations for a major aod sus-
tained campaign. Part of the preparations incded constructing
an airflield from whiclh 69 airplanes would be able 10 take off
The building of such a lurge airficld was based o (he assumption
that the Rurds o dug themselves deeply inlo the muountain, The
Turkish comnand was preparing for a long earopaign fon which
they had reportedly nobilired G6.000 soldicrs and 100 aireraft™
The reporter Tor Cumhurivet quoted military sonirces as stating
“This foree has heen enough 1w suppress the rebellion. The TEI
ernmend s leaving nothing to chanee.™ The hugeness of the camn-
paigi was proving expensive aod exacerbated Further Turkey's al-
realy precartons finances. in spite of fop and heavy snows on M
Araral during the lirst week of Augnsl, the TAF bomibed whenever
the weather lified:™ The rebels were besicged and muble to wig-
gle. ™ 1was reported one 17 August e innimerable {seryrimeya-
enth kedar) aivplanes Hew over the Ankarn wirpors and after nuaking
some loups and (lips they departed toward the sast, Such air derm-
onstrations and air shows contributed 19 increased {rihlic support
for the campaign against the Koards and cspecially the role of the
TAF. Public collections for the recently formed Porkish Aiv Lea-
gue {Tirkkugn) gathered momentim during this perind,
Throughout August and early Scprember there was less repor-
tng on the air war with the exception of repnrls that it was continu-
ing unahatedly with devastating eltects, The resson [or the
decreascd reporting of the aiv war was (hat Aagust 1930 was full of
important political developmenrs. The prross was Il of repotis of
potential war with Iran because of Iran's alleged aiding of (he
Kurds aronnd Mt Aratat. On 9 August, it was announced that
Fethi Rey [Okyar, a former primc rminister and one of Kemal

M fbid., "Hududumings mieveccih bir vadi Geerinde jcabinda GO Layyarenin
ucabilegi genis lir ayran sahas mevdans getirlmigin.™(Tn g valley Facing our
bBarder an ab ficld has been conauweted From selic e 60 aircrafi, if necessany, will
be abie L take off).

“ Thid,

€ Thidt,

" Cundfinrtyet, 7 Aupgust 1050,
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Atatiirk’s closest politicaf allics, was to create 1 new political party,
the Free Republican Farty {Serbest Cumhuriyet Firkast) later short-
enerl to Free Party. This way a developruent of such moment for
the: press that the story monopalized the bulk of the news through-
out August and September, In addition, in Angosl, Hajo Agha, the
leader of the Kurdish Heverkan reitsal contfederation, raided ingg
southeastern Tuckey froun his base in Syria in an attempt w divert
sutie ol the Turkish lorces atacking Mu Avarat, The press was also
conderned abond the aclivities of the recently organtaed Khovbun,
a Kueelis nationalist organiction, establishiced in Bliarndun, T.eha-
uon an 1947 ane s relations with the Armenian natiomlist Orga-
nizations. These developments were follmeed by political vivns in
lzmir on B and 6 Seplember on the aceasion af Feghi Boy's appear-
ance, o Tate December 1930 0 rehellion #Eainst Atatirk’s policies
ook place in Meremen, a simadl wwn ol soaree YRG0 prople abont
Bl miles Irom the large provincial city of Manisa in western Tue
Eey. The rebellion resulicd in the death of some 16 peaple snd
over three hundved arrests. The “event of Menemen® shaok the
Kuomalist regime and vesulted in changes i policics amil [rerson-
nel

* Crmhred. B ound 7 Septembuer 1ML There s extensive cowetape: nf the
rints in these bsuves, Foo the hest erpettion F ihe Menemen ebellion see
Themit Bozarslan, “Mossianiatie o mowvemen social- Févéncmend de Meormen
on Tureuic (Decembre 300" 0 s publicaion of Cenire o éudes s T Moyen
Ciriemt, Turquie et han (CEAOTIRY, o 71 (lasusry P, pp TRA8 T here ds
wer evickence that 1the rebellion in Mencmen was conneced ro the Kundish ma-
tievadist relcllions in the east of Turkey. Bt sheikls und members of the Ntk
henei arcer el who plaved such prominant raobes faothe Kardish releellions
lser plavedd Ieadbing woles in the Monernen rebellinn. s natewerthy tha the Me.
nemen rehellion oconned just a fow mondhis afer the crushing of the M Avarat
arhellion, I iz b inieresing te note Fag Bedlifizsaman Saicl Mursl, the Kuridish
Naksibendi Sheikh who ad played o role in Burdish nalionalist aetiskios up In
the defeat of Sheikly Said and whe aller 1925 was 1 hecowe the Tounider i (he
Nrreen Tslanist anowvement, hael boeen capelled o western Torkey in Februney
1985 wnel was 1o remain there nokil ks death in VIGD, For a hipraphy o Saiel
Nnrsi aed an Bneepreation of same of his work, see Serif Mardin, Refirion and
Soeind Change in Modern Turkey The Case Wi Beditizroman Seid N {Albany, NY:
Suny, 149848}, For the rale of e Free Fanty in inde-war Turkish politics see Wal-
wer Weiker, Pofisieet Trrtelage ond Uemnorreey o Turhey, the Free Farty aaet #ts After
wertd {Leident b Dl T9F3) For 2 shonier versing see Ure same anthor’s, "1 he
Free Party, 1930, in {olitical f'a ties mned Drmarraey m Twurker, oo, Mein Hepuer and

Jamach Landan (Lol 1o I Caneis, 191, prpa. R3OS,
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G 17 September 1230, the Turkish povernment annougeed
that the campuign against the Kurds on Mt Ararat was aver. Salth
Pasa deelared victery or 12 Sepiember. He mude special mention
of 1l role of the TAF in the closing days of the campaign. He
stated that b fonnd it difficuls to express his toughts and praisc
in a fow words ™

Tu the unstable and canstantly rebelliouws atmosphere in castevny
and southeastern Turkey from the Sheik Said rebellion in 1425 1o
the ML Arrat revolt in 1950 sl up to the Dersim vebellion of
199798, the Jurkish government wax tonstantly confroned with
the problems of controlling, restraining, and crnshing varios Kuar-
dish insurreetions, rebellinns, aml revoles. Omn 27 Janwary 1528, the
S50 iu Mosul, quoting rom a French intelligence veport, siate]
that the Turkish Aiv League bad, up fo that date, honght 208
airplanes to he nsed by the air foree as it decroed firc Thing within
two years of the crishing of the Sheikh Said rebrllion in the spring
and surmee of 1986 to the cad of 1027, the nenber of givplanes
that Turkey possessed more than doublcd. Rather than the throe
ot four plawes employed against Sheikh Said and hts lorces, e the
and of 1927 the Turks possesserl inore than M serviceahle atr-
craft. There were probably 50 plaes qust at the Diyarhakie, Mar-
cditn, and Ersurum abTields,

It is dilficazlt o cstimate ie monber of abroalt the TAF pos
sessed By the end of 1030 T scems likely thar the vumlua was
araund 300, The Gt that Salih Pasa buily, or iotended 1o aald, an
airhield mear M Araral that could accommexdate 8 aireraft indi
cates 1he oxtent o which the TAF bad growo by 1490, The fact
that the TAF condd swoon 67 acraft on an airdield near the
bautleiicld, and plan 1o deploy T00 aiveraft, indicales the tmportant
role that it hud heen assigned 11 Torkey's antlitary sirategy against
the Kurds. The 6 aircraft to be stationerd ar the airficld near M,
Ararat, in additan to those sl Bayaad and Karakdse. wonld not
have included abicralt stademed at tie large aiclases at Divarbakar
and Erzurum.

What role id the TAF play in erushing Rurdish nationalist

W Condneger, 17 Sepiember 1440,
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meoverments during the fnterwar period? [tis olwious that the TAF
bad a small part o the defear of Shetkb Said and his (orees in
1625, Wts role in the defeat of the Mo Ararat revolt was much more
extensive and, porhaps, even decisive, There bs e douhe that the
amnple wse of air power during ihe Mo Avaral revolt expedited the
capitulation of the Kards. Withiout the use of aenal bomhbing, it is
Pl it el Mo Arvaran revoll wookd have continued threoagh
the winter of P30 and conmnenced agan o falt foree in the
spring of (931,

The uze ol ae power Bor Taombing, aapecinllhy iaght hombing
whl anccnediziey bornls, was o poweer ful dnstrument of (eerr, Adc
survaillauee, and “aic policing” were stromg impodiments e Ko
sl vrgamdzarion, cepecialiy Lo fighting in epen wrrann, The fac
thiat M Ararat and Lesser Aracat [Tondinek Dai were chinsen as
the docatinns of Barde Jiad as much 1o do wiil the protection they
provided Trom air afiacks as for their proximity o the Soviet and
Iranian borders, Acerind bombing atso allowed die Tarks 0 inllicr
collective destruction on Kordish villages, craps and livestock with-
oul eppaging twe eremy, I is Aear that the cmployment of exien-
sivir acrial homhbing by the TAF, with whal must have scemerd
raasaive pover L the Koods, ioMacoced oearly every aspeet of
Eurdish wilivary and polivcal strategy doring 3930 amd {ov the
vennnioeler of (he tnter-war peticd The prssesion of sobstantmal
air power by the Toweks alter F325 and, cspectally afice T8930, may
well he one reasow why there was ondy one mote spbstantial rebel-
Bon by rthe Kueds dhving che recinder of the 19805, than of
[ersim m 1BE7-H.

3. The Dersim Eebeflion

The Dersim rebellion o e T9378 was more localized, bul fought

Jnst as fiereely as the vebellions ol 25 and 1930, The vebellion

oncr: again campelled Turkey o mwobilize some 50,000 troops
against the Knrds, Unfike the M Avarar rebellion, the Dersim
vehellion wax closer ro Ankary and to large airliedds. In 19378 the
TAF, bolstered by rooce and better airplanes and suppbrted by a
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stronger intrastracture, used air power with devagtating eftect.™
Ome ol the most striking examples of the proficiency and con-
fidence of the TAF in 1937-8 was tha Subibia Gokeeit, Keinal At
tirk’s adopred danghier and allegedly Twrkey's fiea female pilot
ane a model of the progressive, fiberated, and modern Turkish
waman, flew with the TAF on their bombing mins against (he Der-
sifn Kirels.™ Salvha Gokeen provides a voued exarnple ol the role
of women [rom the majority ethnic group ane the dominaint class
of Turkish socicty who served as models sand symbols of progress
for that group and class while simultaneously serving as the instiu-
ment of that group’s and class’ suppression of minorities. In his
memoirs, the Kurdish author, poet and intellcctyal, Musa Auler,
netes the role that Ghikeen played in the air campaign against the
Kurds in 1937 and the effect that it had on the Kurds, e records
how the newspapers ol the lime ewlogized the "Brave pitol Sabiha
Gokeen.™ Gokgen is also an example of the role women played
in a developing and aon-Western state such as Tuwrkey thar 1ol
lowed imperialise Enropean patterns of atiling women for the
purpose ol scenring state or imperial dominance o spite of the
sultordinale pasiticn they oceupiced in imperial and colonial hier-

LN STTITE Tﬁn’ii}'r?'rf.r‘ Kt f.rpanfmi, e PIATY, Kutechora, Le Adurevement Neetio-
el Kurde, o 125, Vecihi Timuregle, Derim Trarhd (Ankara: Yo Kiep Press.
1U09TY, pp, F2-T12. Tsraait Begikei, Trneefi kenusn [F9T5) o Derstn fineiidi {Istan-
bul: Belge I'ress, 1798, starcs blandy that thie Fuckish woveronmenl’s wclions
aginest the Kurds in Dersim [utlil the criteria for definiion of genocide, see espe
cialty pp. 957, Mavtin wan Bruinessen, “Oenncide in Kurdistan?: The Huppression
of the Dersim RebeHinn in Turkey (I937-38) and the Chemical W Againsg ke
i Rieds {18880 7 in George . Andreoponlos, ed., Generide: Cancefbisf and
Historizal Dimergéany (Philadelphia: University af Peanaylvania Fress, 1'% p.
148, considers that Turkey's actions against the Kurds in Uersim do not const
tute pepocide, but rather ethnocide, “the destriction of Kordish ethnic identiy.”
Neither Besikel nor van firvingssen mentions the rote of the TAT i squashing
the: Devston reebellion, 1 wish to nnte that the [ocus and purpose of their swidics
dwell cxrlusively with other issues.

" Kuotschera, fr Mouoimeni Nationof Kwrde, 10 125% Nurd Dersimi, et
with naies, wnslation into modern Turkish aod phodographs e Melimer Baymk
(Ankara: OzGe Publicationg, 19427, Thers are five pholographs of Sabitu Gok-
¢en in the |!|'|[1I{r|_:r.'alshr sectiom, v of therr while she is in Mlighe

8o bskender Orden's ranslation of Anler's metmesdes in Kasdistan Hefirrt,
no. 22 (1995), 37 Aner was assassinaved v 1999 for his Kordish avaliooalis,
Vietwh,
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archies of power and in the Turkish state situcture. Sabiha Goke
cen’s participition in borubing raids agaiust the Dersim Kurds in
19378 can be scen as ancillary 1o the liberation Aallempes af the
maodern Turkish woman and (o the Westernization of e mntlern
Turkish republic in the interaar period.™ Gokeen's participation
in 1he bombing raids, although it is nnclear if she actually dropped
lombs, cortainty strengthened Turkish nationatism, especially
among Terkish wome,

Conclusion

I the interswar period the Turkish Alr Foree was solely and con-
sistently emploved apainst the Kurds: there were o I'n'm_-ign mifi-
Ly engagements during this period. ‘The wir operations against
the Kurds proved o b as “splencict fiatning pround tor the Air
Force™ as frag had been T the RAFS The *Ajr Scheme’ by which
the Baitish saught to nse the RAF 1 eotgquer and conrrol l;s|q Al
of wlieh the Turks lid been the tiegets and viciims, along with
Bovds aml Avabs, and is sueeessiul implementation by the Brinish
from 1922 onvwards undoubtedly had a ureat inflluence on the
Turks. They had heen the target of Allicd ai prewer throughong
WW T aned of the RAF on the Praep Turkish frant from 1918 on-
wards, The Turks understood that the snccessial use of s o
by the British in consolidaling and, perhaps prolonging their em-
pire, eoid also be wsed by new narion states like Turkey g ron-
soliclale power in their newly proclaimed republic over such
groops as the Kurds,

The rapid aceuisition of an air Toree by Turkey presents one of

* For more on ilue role ol womern in imperid and colonial strrelures sei Ann
L Stoler, “Making Empite Respecalde: The Politics of Bace anel Sexuzl Moraliy
i 20 Century Colunial Culiures.” Awegiean Ethnolurcd, 16, e, 4 (989}, PR
BRE66, 1eibs Ahined, Women wnd Cender in Tlam (New Flaven: Yale T niversity
Press, 1998, po. 90H-48,

M Jalmes Lo Cox, “Splondid Uraiming tiaomnd; The Empartanes 1o the Roval
Aly Farce af Tta Rule i1 Irag, 199019327 Loy ped o Tmperieef amiedl Commanmreitl
History, 1Y CI9RET po F7h, b 112 where Siv Perey Cox quares T, 8. Amory, the
Baitish Colonial Secretory o 30 fine 1925 a0 Ure anme] dinmer of the Ceneral
Asian Soriery; Olson, The Emergenee, pp. RI-A3,
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the mosi sulient examples of how a2 new nadon state can addepi
techniques of war from an empire that l'm‘fr!miy excried great
power over its destiny. The Turkish sate utilized sundry means
-and incthods bu air power was principal among them o provent
a Rurdish state or aulonamans region fron coming about; af‘lt.‘kTﬁL
in the territories that it desired 1o include within its new nabonal
boundaries. A decliniog empire like Great Britain after W\-‘." I anc
a new republic like Turkey were able to witlize air prwer (o imple-
ment thueu respertive policies: Great Briwin to pursue a f‘nn\-".n'ti
policy in the Middle Fast, and Turkey in order to parsue i {orward
policy agaitsl lhe Kurds in eastern Turkey. T.here are, h_u.\wt-v_er_.
difterences in the policies thar the British cmpire and lh}- lllll!(!.‘\]'l
nationalist state pursued. The British used air power prlm:n:rlg.-' Lo
secure: conteol of trag, crush militant Kuedish and Arab nntmn;nll-
ism, aned then encouraged the prowth of a bl hl'll'{.'}'II.ICI'illtl"
Kugrdish nationalism and an obedient Aralb natimml:r.-uu i oveher l.o
schieve wider imperial and glolal ul}jectivcs.l The Twrks used air
power primacily o secure control of easirn lurk(_‘..y ancl ter L”rbe;
Ruardish naionalism. With the one exceprion of Cyprus in 1903,
1464 and 1974 anid northern Trag during the 1950s ur:f.l 115,
froon 1926 10 the early 19905 the TAF was emplayed nniliierally
against no other state, eneiny or peaples other than the ]{mr_ls-..
. The TAF's bombing campaigns wnd ragls over ITtJt'lllt‘rI.l lra.tq dur-
ing the 19805 and 19905 were leu'gel}'_ against the Partiye Karkeren
Rurdisten (Kurdistan Workers' Marty). popueloly knrslwn Ly the
acronyin PRK, a Kurdish guerrilla arganization ciztnparisecl Imgc!y
of Kurds from Turkey that established Lases in nurlhem.!raq A'nr]
notthern Iran Trom which to Bunch attacks o '1‘u||¢.:}_-_-'-' By lim-
iting the alifity of Kurdish nationalist groups o ETgEge i Wi .:u_ul
more cllfcoive armed rebellion, te TAF played @ strong }};11{1_ n
the suppression of Kurdish n'.liiun.a]iﬁm. As a resull, .lhe| :M
played a major role in consalidating ‘lhe :emcrggjnt repuly 1:j 5
pawer and in strengthening Turkish nationalism which sull serves
i Thlc-.'l'ﬁl" il panicipate, howeser, in WATO air 'Fr'-l'_cc%' r_-nl'm'L'L-man_n[' e
‘mad1y zoane over Rosnia Hercegoning iy the early anil ‘m_uldlc [f“:’iﬂs. Tauar 'r|!:’|}ll.f:'rl
l.'|:1g'=11:1_r.' it any miditary operations, The 'TAF alzo paerivipated in e NATOY ain
" serikes against Yugoslaia in 1999,
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as the main ideological basis uf the stare despite i15 strony chigl.

lenge Mom Kuardish rationalism and (he Islatuist movements in the
19910}

After the rebellions of 1925, 1930, and 19378, high Turkis)
olficials made sirideng Falements spmboelizing the consolidation
and increasing monudimensionaliy of Turkish nationalising, In
April 1925 after the defeat of Sheikh Said, Ismet Intind, the Tik.
ish primme minister, macls: the Iollowing siatcment:

“We aie Truikiv Nunionalist .. sl Naticnalism iz garr anly facior of col-
ston. Befeue the urkish mjerity other elements have no kind of
infliucnre, a4 ANY [ITICE, we st Tuikify the inhahirans of olr land, and
we wthangihilane those who oppose Turks or “le torkisme.” Whi Wt seek
i wse wite wonlil serve the covntry is that, above all, they be Turks and
“Lerursites”, They say we lack soliciiute for eeligioug CHITEIHE, we will
crnshe alt whe rise Tefore us to use religion as an insirongen, 5

Tn 1430, five years alter (he Sheikh Said rebellion and while the

Twkish government was engaged in crnshing ithe Mo Ararin rehel
linn, Mabimud Faud Baskurl, the Turkish inrerior minisier, mage
s well known dectaration:
“Omby e Turkish narien has the privilegn of demanding nariona) rishis
L this conntry. There ix 13 posstlailicy that ether coluie granps’ demans
o such o Jight will be recopnized. There is no need i hitie ihe 7ok,
The Turks ate tive sele wwTiets and the sole nobles of (his coumiry, Those
who are nnl ol Ty kish origin e only ane Fight: 1o serve anel he the
slaves, withaut question, of 1he nelile Turkish nation,

MBIl M, Rimgir, ed., gty Heloelride Tikivede “Kijsr 51 e [RRcec ML/ F LS
S Seid, Agre e Devip Avedlamaian,” (Ankars Tork Tarih Kunvwnm, 100py a0t
vditian, . B8 This urALon was fehcded oy despan el Fromm Sir Regealed Linel-
say. Britisl snnbassacor in Tarkey 1o Fineign Seorerary Austen Chanhalzin el
2B April 1926w 531 ane s foound ine Forcigu {Mice tonfidential Fijng Seies
(RLE o S L A L T ) Porte seies later, Medng bl Sl ree rhanged Wiz anid:
“Rejimin kaded, grk isyanilE i Politikacle ve silgh mwerdanemda heliemall
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After the crushing of the Dersim rebellion in 1938, Atatiirk, just
a few months before his death, gave a speech stating he, “...was
happy to announce...we have not allowed and will not allow any
possibility that might create an obstacle able to prevent our nation
from achieving the highest level of civilization and happiness that
it merits.”®

The above statements made after the Turkish government's
defeat of the three major Kurdish rebellions in the interwar period
represent the great significance that Turkish leaders attached to
the suppression of the rebellions in order to emphasize the Turk-
ish ethnic base of Turkish nationalism and of Kemalism. In so far
as the TAF played a strong role in suppressing the rebellions,
especially those of 1930 and 1937-38, I argue here that the TAF
made a strong contribution to the capabilities of the Turkish gov-
ernment to contain and to weaken Kurdish nationalism in the
inter-war period. This in turn contributed to allowing Turkish na-
tionalist discourse to develop unchallenged with increasing em-
phasis on Turkish ethnicity.

hipleri yegane efendiferidir. Tark orjininden (irkindan) gelmeyenierin bu mem-
lekette sadece bir tek haklart vardir: asil Tark milletine kusursuz olarak hizmet-
karltk ve kélelik etmek...” This is quoted from thsan Nuri Pasa, Agre Dagr Isyane,
p- 103. Bozkurt's statcment appcared originally in the Milliyet newspaper on 19
September 1930,

™ Hamit Bozarstan, ‘Le Kemalisme et le probléme Kurde,” in Les Kurdes deli
Uexode, ed. H. Hakim (Paris: Editions L'Hartmattan, 1992), p. 76 relying on Celal
Kuiay, Celar Bayar, vol. 8 (Istanbul: Kenan Yaym Evi, 1938), pp. 1. 354.



