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Middle East in freetall

"The murderous price that we Arab citizens of Tsrael have
Posestnian hopes i paid tor showing our solidarity with our brothers in the

Lallers occupied territories has once again made it clear thal the
_ Israeli establishment and part of the Jewish population of
gg,r#ﬁgl%m' city of the counlry - which 1z also our country - siill do not see us

as Tull citizens, but as [oreigners and, worse still, enemies.
Jorusalerm: mylh ang  'he repression ol these days has been even more
reaiity ¥ ferocious than that of 30 March 1976, known as Land
Day. Alter this dreadful experience, each one of us can
again suy 'My counlry is killing my people, my slale is

killing me™ {1},

"We ara still the
enemy' *

Deheisheh days o _ .
This is how Muhammad Hameeh Ghanavem - who s 2

Media omigsions, Palestiman poel, an lsraell citizen and a resident of the
Ay hes Arab town ol Baka al-Gharbich 1 Isracl's northern
Children in the line of - Lriangle - deseribes the violent cvents of the first week of
fire October. They cost the lives of 12 Isragll Arabs, hit by

bujlets (plastic ad metal, according 1o the medica
£ chironglogy ol reports) fired by lsracli scenrity forces, and also by Jewish

sonfrontation and
negjotiation

Little Boy

thugs whao carried out a pogrom it Nazarcth on 8 Octobe
on Yom RKipput, the Jlewish Day of Atonement.

It all started on 28 Scptomber with Likud lcader Artel
sharon's visit to the Agsa preeinet (the TTaram al-Sharif)
Il-gotten gains * in Jerusalem. The clashes there belween Palestinian

demonstrators and lsraell soldiers cavsed injuries but no
Incex an cornuption * deaths. But the next day seven Palestinians were killed.
And on 30 September (he Higher Arab Conumitice in
lsrag! called on the country's Arab population to ohserve a
general strike on Sunday 1 Qctober. 1L also called fo
Double challange demonstrations o show the [sraeh Arabs’ solidarily with
confrants Belarade *  yhie Pulestinians of the lemitories, their anger about (he
Dead end for Balkans ciHlings and their determination to preserve_thp Arab
Marshall Blam - character ol Tlast Jerosatem and the sacred nature of the
Haram.,

A necessary evil ¥ 7

How 1o play Lhe aid
game

Venezuela waits for

‘i%gﬁrftar's MAGCO  The giiihe was near lotal and the demonstrations spirited.
_— But there were no weidents except where the lsragli
Lillle people’ raly 1o security forces intervened. Where they really craclked
their hero * down - partcular in the towns and villages under the
command of Arik Ron, head of Isracl's northern police -
lad o rioting and victims. hmmediately, the Higher Arab
Vanezusla © the dates  Connutize called [or the sirike and demonstrations 10
comtinue - even during the funcrals of the first vigtims.

Old quard dights back

Kenva's ballie for I'rom 1-3 Octobor there were ten deaths and hundreds of
biodiversity irjurics,
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The Barak govemment - in particular the “doves",
musters Shlomo Ben Ami {intemnal sceurity) and Haim

search the sita: Ramon {intcrior} - covered up for the behaviour of the
B st secunity  forecs  saying  that, al cenain points, the
| sarch tlemonsiralors had blocked mam roads. The two ministers,

and Barak himself, then joined in a real anti-Arab media
campaigil. which lost them all credibiiity in the eves of
Isracl's Arab population - but also of a number of Jews.

Harmu Sweid, o member of the Higher Arab Committee
and mayor of Eilabun (in the Galilee), says: "Th

to receive our free - ,
: =70 govermnent ol dsrael has declared war on us. This

motithily N i ;

summaries, please  urdcrous harvest 1s proot that the Rarak government no
fillin youregnail  longer dislinguishes between the Palestinian populations
address - ¢ on either side of the Green Linc. The government alone is
oo ey LESPONSILle for the cscolation. Adter all, the reaction of
i subscribe larael's Arub cilivens is nalural. We wanted to show our

Palestimian identity: we can't remain indifferent 1o the
killings of our brathers or [l 1o reacl 1o the attempis o
touch the Muslim holy places in Jerusalem. Bur the strike
and demonstrations also showed owr own accumulated
frusirations  and our disappointment  with the Barak
(') Star-marked government. We voled tor it but it's done nothing, neither
Arlicles are reswicted  for peace. nor for equality 1ot us here in [sracl - just look
E’C’z“gjgg'gﬁrﬁ;?'y' al our imemplovment figures.”
nfarmation. L L .
- Dr Sweid 18 a ChrisUan and, on many issucs, would nol

agrae with Shetkh Raed Salah, who is head of the radica
wing of the Islamic Movement and mavor of Um
al-Fahm, which has a swrong Islamist following. But
Salall, too, crilicises Lhe authorlics, "By scnding such
huge forces in, they wanled to frighten us and threaten the
lives ol e sons and davghiers,” he says. "Their message
was clear: "as long as yvou anly ask for schools and roads
no prableny; ut il you start asking for respeet to be show
o the Aq3a mosque or the rmighis of the Arabs of
Terusalem's (Md Ciry, then vou're extrenusts and you're
putting Tarael’s securily m dunger'.”

Abed  Anablawi, spokesman tor the Higher Arab
Commilee, adds: "We have cxpressed our total rejection
af Tsraclt government policies, hut our protest was not
diected ot lsraelt Jews" Axmi Bishara, a member of
Knesset and leader of the National and Democratic Union,
calls these clashes an miifada: "I 15 an uprising against alf
Lthe allempls to 'laraclise’ the Palestinian Arab population
living in faracl, m order o safepuard thewr nullonal
wdentity. increasinglv, they wanl w be recogniscd as a
national minonly mside the state of lsrael” (2). Bishara
thinks the pohcies of the Barak govermment "are leading
straight 10 an apartheid regime”,

Froin 4 October the siluation in the Arab townships in
Isracl began gradually to calm down, But one of the
lessons of these evends [s bl no Arab polilical forcc was
able Lo impose 1ls authority, n partieular over the young.
And somc wvoung thugs had indesd mfilirated the
demanstrations, vsing the gencral anger as a cover (o
vandalising buildings. In Nazareth, for example, they se
firc 0 a bunk. destroved a big restauranl and looied a
pharmacy - acts that were condemned both by the
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spolcesian for the nuniclpality and by the radical wing of
ihe Lslivre Movement (3).

Liwle by lile people went hack to normal fife, as they
moumad Lheir dead and wondered about the [uture, Sakam
Ilabibi, son of the well-known writer and politician Emil
Habibi, says: "These hloody events have pur us bacl hall
g contury. The ruling class and part of [srach socioty have
make us understund that they don't consider us equa
citizens; 32 years aller the creation ol the state ol [sraet
we're sUil enemies they need w destroy.”

Pogrom in Nazareth

Nazarcth-lit, a rcecntly-built Jewish township, looks
down over the old Arab city of Nazarcth, From there, on
ithe eveming of Saturday 7 Oclober, a Targe gang of Jewish
hoadlums set about the Arah inhabitants of Nazareth'
pooresl distriet. The following nmight - Yom Kippur, (he
Jews' holiest day when all physical activity 18 [ortndden -
androds of thugs, agatn from Nazarcth-THt, joined by
alhers rom Tiberias. came down and sel the district on
fire. The residents tried 1o defend thamselves, hoping the
police would arrive. Il vain, According to the mavor.
Famezl lerava, the thugs were protecied, ab least for a
while, by the scounty forees who fired ar the Acab
mhabitanes, 4l first nsing ledr sas, then plaste and metal
bullets. That nisht twao Arabs were killed and a number of
others sertously wounded. Twice, the mavor tetephoned
Ben Amn, as mimster i charge of the police, asking hi
o order them to stop shooting, Bul Ben Ami would not
admit that s men were using metal bullets. "But ihe
medical reports show that our people were killed with
melal bullets,” says Jeravsl, "Yet the police used velvet
eloves with the Jewish hoodlums.”

Because of Yom Kippur, the Israeli media did not repon
e Nazareil pogrom until the evening of 11 October, The
primc minister and his minister for police avoided making
any distinction berween the Jewish perpetrators and their
Arab viclims. But the heud of (he commiltee of ministers
respontstble for the Arab population, former general Matan
Viloal, remarked crudely: "Jewish hoodlums attacked
Arabs in Nuzarcth in the same way that antisemites used
to attack Jews in Europe™ Mashe Neghi, legal colamnis
for the dailv Yediot Ahuonor, commmented: "Tlis week's
pograms nave reinforced the fecling that ours is a racis
palice force, anly concerned with protecting Jews: where
the Arab riolers were coneerned, 11 Just shiot o kill"™ ()

The Nasureth pogrom s nol an isolated incideni. The
resionil press (5) says that before, during and atter Yom
Kippur, Jewish rioters ullacked Arabs in different towns,
burning cars and looting shops. Afler riols in Bal Yam (a
southern  suburh of Tel Aviv) in which two  Arab
passers-by were stabbed and pelice cars broken into, the
local weeklv ran the headline "Pogrom” (63 And in fatta,
after vielent clashes hetween Jews and Arabs, the local
press called the silealion "explosive™ (7).

No-one hiere helieves that these nots were spomtansous.
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By treating the Arab towns and villages as a fifth front
(8. the leaders of the rightwing partics poured vil on the
firc. While officially condemning the pogroms, they
nevertheless justified them by saying on TV on 10 andd 11
Ocrober ihat they were "understandable reactions by Jews
worried hy the riofing of the Isracli Arabs, in solidanty
with the Palestinians of the West Bank and Guea". For
Arel Sharon and his friends, the aim was to foree Bargll's
hand 0 as to ger into the government and cnd the peac

process.

Wilh the risk ol the contlict tuming inte o war of religlon
some have taken advantage of the situation: for inskance,
Palestinians  sacked  foacph's Tomb in Nablus. Two
[slarist orzanisations in lsrael condemned it as an act of
vandalism, adding that there 15 also an Muslim sheikh
Yussef  Dwigal. buried  there.  Bishara  asked the
Palestinian Anthority to rebuwild the tomb and authons

Jewish rablis to visit it Joseph's Tomb, sadly, 1s not an
exception, Dther holy places have been looted and bumnt -
Muslim ones i Israsl (at Tiberias and Jatfa) and Jewish
ones in the West Bank {at Tericho).

The Nuvareth pogrom awakened consciences. Sinec |
took place, the press has published 8 growing number off
petitions condemning the sceurily forces and racist and
fascist lrends. Singly and in groups, Jews from dilferent
parts of tsrael have been visiong the twmilies ol the 12
Atah victims, the wounded and the municrpalitics that
came under attack. During the Sukkot holiday, which
slarted 10 nud-October, when religious Jewish fanuiics
erect huts {sukkot), many Jews put them o in Arab towns
as a mark ol solidarity - gestures aimed at reparg the
social Tabric of Jowish-Aril relatioms, badly damaged by
llte events ol this Ootober.

* Journodist, Haorotz, 'Tel Aviv

1. Loless etherwise indicaled, all quotes are from
interviews by the author for Le Moade diplomarique
ar HHaoretz,

Fasl af Maged!, Nazarcth, 13 October 2000,

Seewt al-Hay wa al-flurrivva, (Voice of Justice and
Freedomb, Um al-Fahm, 13 Qciober 2000,

Yerdior Aharonot, Tel-Aviv, 13 Ocroher 2000,

Hed Hagrayor, Kirval-Ata, 13 October 20040,

Bt Yeon, 13 October 2000,

Tel Avie, 13 October 2000,

The first four are Jerugalem, the West Banls, the
Gaza Sirip and Lebuno,
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