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Prof .  Eyal  Zisser:   

I t  i s  my p leasure  to  welcome you to  the  second lec ture  by Prof .  Bernard  

Lewis  th i s  season .  Two weeks  ago  Prof .  Lewis  spoke to  us  about  the  

per iod iza t ion  of  h is tory and ,  as  you  remember ,  he  s topped a t  a  po int  and  

promised  us  that  today,  he  would  take  up  the  subject  a t  the  poin t  were  

he  s topped  las t  t ime,  and  I am very p leased  to  inv i te  Prof .  Lewis  to  

ac tual ly cont inue  h is  l ec ture ,  speaking ion  Choices  for  the  Middle  East .  

So  without  any fur ther  ado  –  Prof .  Lewis .  

 

Prof .  Bernard Lewis:    

Thank you .  My t i t l e  th i s  week  i s ,  sha l l  we say,  a  l i t t l e  more  sex y than  

the  one  I chose  las t  t ime and  le t  me expla in  what  I p ropose  to  do  and  

more  speci f ica l l y and  –  more  impor tant ly –  what  I  do  not  p ropose  to  do .  

Two th ings  I shal l  no t  a t t empt  to  do:  one  i s  to  pred ic t  the  fu ture  and  the  

o ther  i s  to  of fer  advice .  What  I  sha l l  t ry to  do  i s  what  I  th ink  may be  

more  legi t imate ly expected  of  a  profess ional  hi s torian  –  tha t  i s  to  say to  

t ry to  ident i fy the  f ac tors ,  the  e lements  in  the  s i tua t ion which  wi l l  

def ine  and  del imi t  the  choices  tha t  we have;  to  t ry to  look  a t  these  as  

far  as  they are  v i s ib le ,  ascer ta inable  and  descr ibable ,  and  to  see  what  

these  fac tors  are  and  where  they ma y lead ;  what  the  possib i l i t i es  are .  

What  ac tual ly happens  of  course  i s  another  mat ter  and  I l eave  tha t  to  a  

h igher  au thor i t y.  

Let  me begin  by rev iewing the  outs ide  fac tors ,  tha t  i s  to  say fac tors  

no t  ac tual ly in  the  Middle  East -  fac tors  ou ts ide  the  Middle  Eas t  which  

wi l l  in  a  sense ,  as  I  sa id  before ,  def ine  and  del imi t  the  choices .  One 

turns  na tura l l y,  in  the  f i r s t  ins tance ,  to  Europe,  to  Europe which  has  

p layed  a  prominent ,  somet imes  a  dominant  ro le  in  Middle  Eas tern  
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affa i rs  for  a lmos t  two hundred  yea rs .  But  tha t  phase  has  ended .  I  see  

l i t t l e  poss ibi l i t y of  Europe p laying any sor t  o f  ro le  in  Middle  Eas tern  

af fa i rs  in  the  immedia te  fu ture ;  the  more  in teres t ing,  the  more  re levant  

ques t ion i s  what  ro le  wi l l  the  Middle  Eas t  p lay in  European  af fa i rs .   

I  tu rn  now to  the  second –  second tha t  i s  to  say in  h i s torica l  

sequence  –  the  second ex ternal  fac tor  and  tha t  i s  America .  There  i s  a  

grea t  deal  o f  t a lk  nowadays ,  especia l l y  in  Middle  Eastern  count r ies  but  

by no  means  exclus ively in  Middle  Eas tern  count r ies  -  about  America  as  

a  fac tor .  As  perce ived  by some,  America  i s  the  successor  of  the  West  

European  empi res  and  more  par t i cular ly the  Br i t i sh  Empire  in  the  long 

sequence  of  in f ide l  powers  tha t  have  sought  to  dominate  the  hear t l and  

of  Is lam.   

One hears  a  grea t  deal  in  the  Middle  Eas t ,  and  to  some exten t  

e l sewhere ,  o f  American  imper ia l ism.  This  i s  a  t e rm which  is  bo th  

inaccura te  and  misleading;  i t  reveal s  I  th ink  a  l ack  of  unders tanding 

both  of  what  America  i s  about  and of  what  the  word  ' imper ia l i sm '  

means .   For  a  be t ter  unders tanding I can  go  back  to  the  hi s tory c lasses  

in  my pr imary school  where  I began  h i s tory educat ion .  When the  

Romans  came to  Br i ta in  some two thousand  years  ago ,  and  when the  

Br i t i sh  went  to  Ind ia  a  few hundred  yea rs  ago ,  an  ex i t  s t ra tegy was  not  

uppermost  in  the i r  minds .  They had  qui te  a  d i f ferent  purpose ,  a  

d i f feren t  in tent ion ,  and  they s ta yed  for  a  long t ime.   If  one  looks  a t  the  

more  deta i led  cr i t i ci sm that  i s  l eveled  agains t  America  and  American  

pol ic ies  in  the  Middle  Eas t  and  so  on ,  the  par t i cu lar  charge  i s  not  so  

much tha t  America  i s  engaging in  imper ia l i sm as  that  America  i s  fa i l ing 

to  meet  i t s  imper ia l  respons ibi l i t i es .  In  o ther  words  the  assumpt ion  is  

tha t  there  has  to  be  an  imper ia l  power ,  a  successor  to  the  Br i t i sh and  
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French  empi res :  that  i s  the  ro le  in  which  h i s tory has  cas t  America  and  

the  Americans  are  fa i l ing to  ful f i l l  i t .  In  cons ider ing the  poss ible  ro le  

of  America ,  I  am inevi tab ly reminded  of  a  remark  made by a  Turk ish   

genera l  a t  a  d inner  par ty in  Ankara  very shor t l y a f ter  Turkey jo ined  

NATO in  1952 I be l ieve .  He was  asked  how he  fe l t  about  thi s  new 

a l l i ance  and  he  sa id (and  I remember  i t  v iv idly) ,  "The problem wi th  

having the  Americans  as  your  a l l i es  i s  you  never  know when they' l l  tu rn  

round and  s tab  themselves  in  the  back".  I  have  of ten  been  reminded  of  

tha t  wise  saying,  par t i cu lar ly in  recent  years  and  months  and  days ,  in  

fo l lowing the  course  of  events  in  the  region ,  and  more  par t i cu lar ly in  

the  Uni ted  S tates .  

The  fu ture  ro le  of  America  in  the  Middle  Eas t  i s  p robably the  mos t  

d i f f icu l t  to  predic t  o f  a l l  the  th ings  tha t  I  am d iscuss ing today.  I  would  

say tha t ,  on  the  whole ,  America  i s  p robably more  l ike ly not  to  play than  

to  p lay a  major ,  s t i l l  l ess  a  dominant  role  in  the  region .  I  see  a  growing 

re luc tance  to  become involved  in  th i s  t roublesome region ,  a  growing 

anx iety -  cons ider ing a l l  the  d i f feren t  mat ters  in  which  the  Uni ted  

S ta tes  i s  involved – to  look  f i r s t  and  foremost  a t  how do  we get  ou t  of  

here .  And i t  seems to  me therefore  tha t  the  Uni ted  S tates  role  in  the  

Middle  East  ro le  wi l l  be  l imi ted  to  cer ta in  in teres t  groups ,  to  cer ta in  

speci f ic  in teres ts  and  to  one  or  two other  fac tors .  Let  me jus t  enumerate  

these  as  a  reminder :  speci f ic  interes t  groups  -  Obviously the  J ews .  But  

the  famous ,  o r  in famous  Jewish  lobby i s  by no  means  the  only lobby;  

there  are  o ther  lobbies  tha t  have  been  much more  act ive  though much 

less  t a lked  about .  

Another  group  wi th  an  in teres t  in  thi s  area  i s  the  Chri s t i an  

Evangel ica l s  and  to  these  we may now increas ingly add  a  th i rd :   
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the  growing Musl im popula t ion  in  the  Uni ted  S ta tes  who wil l  have  the i r  

own in teres ts ,  the i r  own concerns  about  what  i s  happening in  th i s  par t  

o f  the  wor ld .   

What  speci f ic  interes t s  does  America  have  in  the  region?  Wel l ,  

what  immedia te ly comes  to  mind  i s  Oi l  ( I ' l l  come back  to  tha t  a  l i t t l e  

l a ter  when ta lking about  in ternal  mat ters ) .  Trade?   Trade  is  no t  vast l y 

impor tant ;  there  are  o ther  regions  of  much grea ter  commercia l  

impor tance .  S t ra tegy?  That  was  very impor tan t  during the  Cold  War  but  

s ince  then ,  the  Middle  Eas t  has  los t  mos t  of  i t s  s t ra tegic  impor tance  

except  of  course  for  Middle  Eas terners .  

There  i s  another  e lement  of  American  inf luence ,  just  happening 

ra ther  than  because  of  any wish  or  ef for t  by the  Uni ted  S tates ,  and  tha t  

i s  what  those  who di s l ike  i t  ca l l  'cu l tura l  imper ia l i sm ' :  the  enormous  

impact  of  American  popular  cu l ture  in  the  region ,  which  grows  day b y 

day,  a f fec t ing people  in  even  the  mos t  un l ike ly se t t ings .  I  am to ld  for  

example  tha t  in  Iran ,  where  sa te l l i t es  are  forb idden ,  the  basi j ,  the  young 

revolu t ionary guards  who go  around wi th  orders  to  dest roy any sa te l l i t es  

are  br ibed  to  tolera te  sa te l l i t es ,  the  pr ice  be ing a  f ree  sea t  to  watch  

the i r  favor i te  program,  and  the  mos t  popular  p rogram,  i s  Baywatch .  

American  cu l tura l  imper ia l i sm,  as  i t s  cr i t i cs  ca l l  i t ,  i s  an  impor tan t  and  

rap id ly growing –  one  might  a lmos t  say overwhelming fac tor  in  much of  

the  region ,  and  tha t  wi l l  p robably be  the  mos t  importan t  s ingle  

American  involvement  in  these  choices .  

What  about  Russia?  It ' s  d i f f icu l t  to  say;  a t  the  moment  Russ ia  

doesn ' t  count  so much but  I  can ' t  be l ieve  tha t  a  count ry of  the  s ize ,  the  

numbers ,  the  resources  of  Russia  wi l l  be  conten t  to  remain  on  the  

s ide l ines  of  h is tory.  They wi l l  be  back;  they are  a l read y t rying,  so  far  
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not  very ef fec t ive ly,  in  var ious  ways  to  asser t  themselves  in  the  region .  

They wi l l  cer ta in ly cont inue  those  ef fort s  and  they have  a  number  of  

th ings  on  which  they can  draw,  inc luding someth ing which they d id  not  

have  before ,  and  tha t  i s  Russian  populat ions  wi thin  Middle Eas tern  

count r ies .  I  won ' t  be  more  speci f ic  a t  th i s  poin t .  How Russia  wi l l  re turn ,  

when Russia  wi l l  return ,  what  role  Russia  wi l l  p lay and  perhaps  most  

impor tant  of  a l l  –  what  k ind of  Russ ia  wi l l  i t  be?  Al l  these are  s t i l l  very 

uncer ta in .  I  ment ion  i t  as  one  of  the  fac tors  tha t  wi l l  def ine  and  del imi t  

choices .   

So  far  I  have  spoken  only of  Europe,  America ,  and  Russ ia .  But  

there  i s  another  ou ts ide  fac tor ,  h i ther to  in  the  main  di s regarded  but  

growing in  impor tance ,  and  tha t  i s  the  wider  Musl im world.  The Middle  

Eas t  i s  no  longer  the  center  of  the  Musl im wor ld demographica l l y,  

economical ly and  increas ingly even  in te l lec tual ly.  There  are  now vas t  

popula t ions  e lsewhere  and  par t i cu lar ly in  two regions  –  in  South  Asia  

and  South-Eas t  Asia,  o f  growing impor tance  in  numbers .  Indones ia  

a lone  has  twice  the  popula t ion  of  the  ent i re  Arab  wor ld ,  and  they are  

becoming increas ingly conscious  of  thei r  own ro le .  Here  again  I am 

reminded  of  a  conversa t ion  which  I had  many years  ago  in  Pakis tan ;  I  

was  a t tending an  Is l amic  conference  in  Lahore  and  mos t  were  people  

f rom Is lamic  count r ies  bu t  wi th  a  spr ink l ing of  Or ien ta l i s ts  –  a   

p rofess ion  which  had  not  ye t  fa l l en  in to d i s repute  a t  tha t  t ime.  One 

evening we were  ve ry surpr i sed  to  be  inv i ted  (we being mysel f  and  four  

of  my co l leagues  f rom Western  count r ies ) .  We were  very surpr i sed  to  

rece ive  an  inv i ta t ion  f rom the  grea t  Mawlana Abu-Alam Mawdudi ,  one  

of  the  lead ing Musl im inte l lec tual s  of  the  t ime,  the  founder of  the  

Jama'a  Is lamiyya  wi th  enormous  inf luence  a l l  over  the  Musl im wor ld ,  

and  he  ta lked  to  us  about  var ious  mat ters  (mos t ly po l i t e  formal i t i es )  and   
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then  he  sa id ,  "You Orien ta l i s t s ,  you  a l l  make the  same mistake" ,  and  I 

thought  to  mysel f  'Oh here  i t  comes ,  the  usual ' .  I  was  qui te  wrong.  He 

sa id :  "Al l  o f  you  learn  Arabic ,  many of  you  learn  Pers ian ,  a  few of  you  

learn  Turk ish  and you  th ink  that  wi th  tha t  you  can  unders tand  Is lam.  

This  was  t rue ;  i t  i s  no  longer  t rue ."  He sa id ,  "Today the  center  of  the  

Is lamic  wor ld  i s  here  and  i f  you  want  to  know of  the  impor tan t  

developments  tha t  a re  happening in  Is lam,  you  mus t  l earn  Urdu".  That  

was  a  ra ther  remarkable  s ta tement  coming f rom him,  and  much tha t  has  

happened  s ince  then has  conf i rmed the  impress ion tha t  I  rece ived  f rom 

the  conversa t ion –  a  growing impat ience  in  South  Asia ,  and  s t i l l  more  in  

South Eas t  Asian  Is lam,  wi th  the  nonsense  f rom the  Middle  Eas t .  I  

found thi s  par t i cu lar ly in  Indones ia  bu t  i t  i s  mani fes t  a l so  in  Pakis tan ,  

in  Bangladesh  and  more  par t i cu lar ly among the  huge Musl im minor i t y 

popula t ion  in  Ind ia .   

There  are  cer ta in  new e lements  which  we have  to  add to  those  tha t  

I 've  a l read y ment ioned  and  two in  par t icu lar :  Ind ia  and  China ,  two 

major  As ian  powers  becoming super  powers  and  i f ,  as  is  not  imposs ib le ,  

Is lam and  Chr i s tendom des t roy each  o ther ,  then  these  wi l l  be  the  

dominant  powers  of  the  second hal f  o f  the  twenty-f i rs t  cen tury,  and  

wor ld  dominat ion  wi l l  be  ei ther  shared  or  d i sputed  between them.  Both 

of  them have Musl im minor i t i es  –  in  China  ra ther  a  smal l  one  on  the  

cent ra l  As ian  f ront iers ;  in  Ind ia  –  a  very l arge  one ,  as  I  remarked  before  

–  the  second larges t  Musl im communi ty in  the  world .   Both of  them 

have f ront iers  wi th  the  Is lamic  wor ld ;  bo th  with  increas ingly d i rec t  

concerns  wi th  what  goes  on  in  the  Musl im wor ld.  China  and  India  are  

a l ready beginning to  show much more  in teres t  in  what  happens  in  the  

Middle  East  and  I have  no  doubt  tha t  in  the  years  to  come,  they wi l l  
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become much more  d i rec t l y involved  par t i cu lar ly i f ,  as  I  be l ieve  i s  most  

l ike ly,  they become the  dominant  powers  in  the  wor ld  in  the  la te  21 s t  

cen tury.  

Apar t  f rom these  two new super-powers ,  I  would  add  a  th i rd  new 

ex ternal  fac tor  and  tha t  i s  the  new Musl im minori t ies  in  the  non-Musl im 

wor ld ,  and  I am speaking in  par t i cu lar  of  the  Musl im minor i t i es  in  

Europe and  in  America .  These  are  a  new phenomenon,  someth ing which  

hasn ' t  happened  before .  When the  Ot tomans  re t rea ted  f rom Europe,  they 

d id  leave  smal l  minor i t i es  behind ,  bu t  no th ing of  any grea t  consequence .  

When Musl im armies  were  dr iven  out  Spain  and  Por tugal  and  S ici l y,  

they lef t  no th ing behind:  the  Inquis i t ion  saw to  tha t .  But  now there  are  

Musl im minor i t i es  growing up  and  growing very rap id ly b y a  powerfu l  

combinat ion  of  migra t ion  and  demography.  The y are  becoming keenly 

aware  of  the  oppor tuni t i es  tha t  they have  as  c i t izens  of  the European  

and  American  democracies ,  increas ingly aware  tha t  i t  i s  poss ib le  for  

them and ,  as  many of  them see  i t ,  i t  i s  a  du ty on  the i r  par t  to  p lay an  

increas ing ro le  in  the  af fa i rs  of  the i r  Middle  Eastern  homelands .  This  i s  

a  new fac tor ;  i t ' s  too  ear ly to  evaluate  or  measure  i t ,  bu t  one  can  see  the  

beginnings  of  i t  and I have  no  doubt  that  i t  wi l l  grow.  

Let  me turn  now to the  in ternal  regional  fac tors  and  begin  wi th  the  

economic  one ,  and  here  of  course  by fa r  the  most  immedia te  ques t ion i s  

o i l .  The  impact  of  oi l  has  been  in  many ways  devas ta t ing in  bo th  ways  –  

i t  has  been  devasta t ing in  the  outs ide  wor ld  in  ways  which  I  don ' t  need  

to  t e l l  you;  i t  has  a lso  been  devas ta t ing ins ide  the  o i l -producing 

count r ies  by s t rengthening au tocra t ic  governments  and  by making i t  fa r  

more  d i f f icu l t  to  develop  any k ind  of  democra t ic  ins t i tu t ions .  Everybod y             

i s  famil iar  wi th  the  o ld  American  formula  –  No taxat ion  wi thout  
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representa t ion .  What  we somet imes  forget  i s  tha t  the  converse  i s  a l so  

t rue :  no  representa t ion  without  t axat ion.  Governments  tha t  d i spose  of  

enormous  oi l  revenues  don ' t  need  to  l evy taxes  on  the i r  people ;  they 

don ' t  need  to  impose  income tax  and  therefore  they don ' t  need  

par l i aments  to  he lp  them in tha t  p rocess .  So  tha t  oi l  has  been  an  

enormous  s t rengthening of  au tocracy in  the  o i l -producing count r ies  

giv ing them independence  in  the i r  own count r ies  and an increas ingly 

powerfu l  vo ice  in  wor ld  af fa i rs .   We may cons ider  two aspects  of  thi s  

r igh t  –  one  the  di rec t  in f luence  which the  supply of  o i l  g ives  them in  

wor ld  af fa i rs ;  the  o ther  the  enormous weal th  which  i t  b r ings  them – 

weal th  beyond the  dreams of  avar ice ,  hundreds  of  b i l l ions  of  do l lars  a  

year ,  and  a l l  the  th ings  tha t  can  be  done,  and  are  be ing done wi th  tha t  

weal th ;  the  very d i f feren t  th ings  –  ins t i tu t ions ,  ind ividuals  and  so  on  

tha t  can  be  bought  in  one  way or  anothe r  and  cont ro l led .  It ' s  a l so  

devas ta t ing in ternal ly in  a  more  d i rec t ly economic  respect  in  tha t  i t  has  

inh ibi ted  economic  development  in  other  areas :  wi th  th i s  enormous  

source  of  un l imited  weal th ,  why bother  to  develop  anyth ing  e l se ;  you  

don ' t  need  i t .  Now oi l  i s  not  e ternal :  sooner  or  l a ter ,  o i l  wi l l  be  ei ther  

exhausted  or  superseded .  This  i s  a  minera l  resource;  i t  i s  no t  un l imi ted .  

I  am no  exper t  on the  amounts  the  year s ,  bu t  sooner  or  l a ter  there  wi l l  

be  none lef t .  But  I  don ' t  th ink we wi l l  have  to  wai t  tha t  long:  there  i s  

a l ready a  ver y cons iderab le  movement  to  make o i l  obsole te:  the  

development  of  a l t ernat ive  sources  of  energy –  so lar  energy,  wind  

energy,  wave energy,  the  waves  of  the  sea ;  and  of  more  immedia te  

re levance  –  e thanol  and  methanol ,  l iqu id  a lcohol  which  you  can  use  in  

the  gas- tank  of  a  car .  This  has  a l ready made t remendous  progress ;  there  

are  now many ways ,  very ef fec t ive ,  cheap  and  ef f ic ien t  ways  of   
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producing usable  fue l s  f rom var ious  vegetab le  products  or  even ,  in  the  

case  of  methanol ,  f rom organic  was te .  There  are  enormous  oi l  resources  

in  garbage;  th ink  for  example  of  the  grea t  masses  of  l eaves  tha t  a re  

th rown away and  des t royed  every au tumn.  It  i s  per fec t l y poss ib le  to  

ex t rac t  methanol  which  can  be  used  in  a  fue l  t ank .  A lo t  o f  work  i s  

be ing done on  tha t  in  America  and  e l sewhere ;  the  problems are  be ing 

tack led  one  by one .  The f i r s t  p roblem of  course  was  to  produce  a  usable  

fue l ;  th i s  has  now been  done in  severa l  d i f feren t  ways .  The second one  

i s  to  produce  i t  in  a  form that  i t  can  be  used  in  a  car  or  o ther  machine  

which  uses  pet ro l ,  and  th is  again  has  been  done success fu l ly.  The  main  

problem at  the  present  moment  is  the  problem of  ref i l l s ;  you  can  buy a  

car  which  wi l l  run  on  e i ther  pe t rol  o r  methanol  or  e thanol ;  the  problem 

i s  ge t t ing ref i l l s  when you  t ravel  and  s ince  the  f i l l ing s ta t ions  a l l  over  

the  wor ld  are  cont ro l led  by the  o i l  companies ,  there  is  obvious ly 

therefore ,  shal l  we say,  a  bu i l t - in  obs tac le  on  that  par t i cu lar  po in t .  But  I  

have  no  doubt  tha t  sooner  or  l a ter  the  wor ld  wi l l  t i re  of  the  t yranny of  

o i l .  These  o ther  fuel s  which  are  a l ready,  as  I  sa id ,  sc ien t i f ica l l y 

poss ible  and  in  some areas  a l read y in  use  –  there  are  cars  running on  

e thanol  and  methanol  for  example  – wi l l  t r iumph and o i l  wi l l  become 

obsole te .  And then  of  course  the  count r ies  of  the  Middle  Eas t  tha t  have  

re l ied  so  heavi ly on  o i l  as  a  source  of  revenue,  as  a  source  of  power ,  

wi l l  face  a  rea l l y acu te  cr i s i s .  Which  way wi l l  they go?  I am not  

of fer ing an y pred ic t ion  of  when th i s  wi l l  happen  but  as  I  say,  the  

progress  tha t  i s  being made on  o i l  rep lacements  i s  a l ready qui te  

s ign i f ican t .  Then  the  count r ies  of  the  Middle  East ,  par t i cular ly those  

wi th  oi l -based  economies ,  wi l l  face  an  acute  cr i s i s .  In  some p laces  –  

notab ly for  example in  the  Gul f  Sta tes  –  they are  prepar ing  for  tha t .  

 

9  



  

  

  

10

They are  t r ying to  bu i ld  up  a l te rnat ive  forms  of  economic  ac t iv i ty 

l ead ing to  a l t e rnat ive  sources  of  income in  Dubai ,  Abu Dhabi  and  the  

l ike .  In  Saudi  Arabia  or  Iran ,  one  does  not  see  very much a long those  

l ines  and  therefore  one  i s  l e f t  wonder ing –  what  wi l l  be  the pa t tern  of  

Middle  Eastern  economic  l i fe  af ter  the  ending of  the  o i l  e ra?  Two 

models  come to  mind:  one  is  the  Korean model  –  Korea  which  was  sunk  

in  medieval  to rpor  under  J apanese  co lonia l  ru le  and which  emerged  and  

very rap id ly developed  in to a  major  wor ld  economic  power .  The o ther  

model  is  that  o f  the more  devas ta ted  par t s  o f  Afr ica ;  wi l l  the  Middle  

Eas t  in  the  post -o i l  e ra  fo l low the  Korean  model  or  wi l l  i t  fo l low the  

Afr ican  model?  I pu t  to  you  the  ques t ion  –  I am not  of fer ing an y 

answers .  

Apar t  f rom the  economic  there  are  o ther  e lements  too :  the  s t ra tegic  

one .  As  I sa id  before ,  wi th  the  ending of  the  Cold  War  and  the  co l lapse  

of  the  Sovie t  Union,  what  you  might  ca l l  the  class ica l  East -West  

confronta t ion has  ended ,  a t  l eas t  for  the  t ime being.  But  there  are  o ther  

poss ibi l i t i es  and  one  a l ready sees  s igns  of  a  Chinese- Indian  r iva l ry 

af fec t ing the  border- lands  tha t  immediate ly concern  them in  Cent ra l  

As ia ,  on  the  Nor th-West  f ront ier  o f  Ind ia  and  possib ly ex tending beyond 

tha t .  A new st ra tegic  s i tua t ion  wil l  requi re  new s t ra tegic  evaluat ions  

and  pol icies ;  I  wouldn ' t  a t t empt  to  def ine  them at  th i s  s tage ,  mere ly to  

draw a t ten t ion to  thi s  quest ion  which  wi l l  cer ta inly ar i se .  

There  wi l l  a l so  be  enormous  cul tura l  and  socia l  chal lenges  –  

inf luences  f rom outs ide  br inging change and  the  most  impor tan t  of  these  

i s  the  communicat ions  revolu t ion  which has  a l ready had  an  enormous  

impact  in  the  Middle  Eas t .  Wi th the  spread  of  the  In ternet  and  var ious  

o ther  modern  forms of  communicat ion,  I  th ink  th is  i s  again  going to  be  

a  major  fac tor .  
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Perhaps  the  mos t  impor tan t  fac tor ,  which  has  l a rgely been  avoided  

–  i s  tha t  o f  women:  s l igh t ly more  than  hal f  the  popula t ion .  A very large  

propor t ion of  the  women of  the  Middle  Eas t  seem to  be  conten t  ( I  s t ress  

the  word  ' seem')  wi th  the  ro le  ass igned  to  them in  t rad i t ional  socie ty but  

there  are  murmurs  of  change,  murmurs  of  resen tment ,  o f  rebel l ion 

agains t  th i s .  It  i s  I  t h ink  s ign i f ican t  that ,  in  the  Arab  wor ld Iraq  i s  the  

count ry where  women have  probably fa red  bes t :  I  am not  ta lk ing about  

r igh ts ,  a  word  which  has  no  meaning a t  a l l  in  tha t  socie ty.   I  am ta lk ing 

about  opportuni ty and  access :  in  Iraq ,  more  than  in  any o ther  Arab  

count ry,  women have  had  the  opportuni ty to  go  to  col lege ,  to  en ter  the  

profess ions ,  to  play a  ro le  in  publ ic  l i fe ,  and  i t  seems to  me tha t  that  i s  

one  of  the  mos t  hopefu l  fea tures  in  the  Iraq i  s i tuat ion  at  the  present  

t ime.  One f inds  a  s imi lar ,  though lesser  development  in  Tunis ia ,  another  

count ry where  female  emancipat ion  has  gone very far .  Add th i s  to  the  

communicat ions  revolu t ion  of  which  I spoke a  moment  ago  and  you  wi l l  

see  the  possib i l i t i es  for  the  fu ture  in  thi s ,  and  remember ,  women are ,  as  

Namik  Kemal  po in ted  out  150  yea rs  ago  –  are  s l igh t ly more  than  hal f  the  

popula t ion ;  they are  a l so  the  mothers  of  the  o ther  ha l f .   

Then  there 's  another  to ta l ly new e lement  in  the  region  which  I 

hard ly know how to  descr ibe ,  l e t  a lone  how to  assess .  That  i s  the  new 

immigrant  popula t ions  which  we f ind  especia l l y in  the  o i l -producing 

count r ies ,  in  the  Gul f  S ta tes  and  so on:  a  very large  immigrant  

popula t ion ,  somet imes  f rom other  par ts  o f  the  Middle  East  bu t  a l so ,  to  a  

qu i te  considerab le  ex ten t ,  f rom South  As ia  and  f rom South-Eas t  As ia .  If  

you  go  in  the  Gul f  S ta tes ,  you  wi l l  f ind  a  lo t  o f  th ings  be ing done by 

Indians  or  by people  f rom Malays ia  or  Indones ia  and  so  on.   These  are  

increas ingly numerous ,  increas ingly ac t ive ,  increas ingly v i ta l  to  the  
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funct ion ing of  these  socie t ies .  At  the  moment  they are  comple te ly 

d i senfranchised  but  tha t  does  not  mean  very much in  a  socie ty where  

nobody has  any pol i t i ca l  r igh ts .  But  that  too  i s  changing and  wi l l  

change and  one  may expect ,  I  th ink ,  in teres t ing developments  among the  

new -  I  was  going to  say minor i t i es  but  in  some p laces  they are  a l ready 

major i t i es  -  in  these new non-Arab ,  or  non-Musl im and  somet imes  both ,  

popula t ions  f rom outs ide  in  some of  the crucia l  a reas  to  the Middle  

Eas t .  Which  path  wi l l  they take?  Wi l l  i t  be  ass imi la t ion  or  rebel l ion  

which  they wi l l  choose ,  depending on  the  choices  made by the i r  masters  

and  ru lers .  

Which  br ings  me to  the  la rger  ques t ion  of  in ternal  choices  –  the  

choices  which  the  peoples  of  the  Middle  Eas t ,  even  in  the  major i t y of  

count r ies  which  have  no  democra t ic  ins t i tut ions  worthy of  the  name,  

wi l l  never the less  have  to  make?   

I  have  d iv ided  these choices  into  three  main  groups ;  group  one  –  

Is lamic  mi l i t ancy of  one  sor t  o r  another;  th is  comes  in  severa l  vers ions:  

the  one  mos t  in  ev idence  a t  the  present  t ime i s  the  Wahhabi  vers ion  –  

the  dominant  school  of  Saudi  Arabia  and  therefore  en joying immense  

resources ,  the  power  and  pres t ige  of  the  Saudi  s ta te  and  dynas ty and  the  

weal th  of  Saudi  oi l  be ing used  a l l  over  the  Musl im wor ld  and ,  even  

more  ef fec t ive ly,  ou ts ide  the  Musl im wor ld  to  promote  thi s  par t i cular  

vers ion  of  Is lam.  I say more  ef fec t ive ly because ,  ins ide  the  Musl im 

wor ld ,  they have  learned  how to  deal  wi th  th i s  k ind  of  thing.  Outs ide ,  

they have  not .  As  they used  to  say in  Moscow –  i t ' s  no  accident ,  

comrades ,  tha t  o f  twelve  Turks  who have  been  ar res ted  as  members  of  

a l -Qaida ,  a l l  twelve were  born  and  educated  in  Germany,  no t  one  in  

Turkey.  In  Turke y they know how to  deal  wi th  th ings ,  in  Germany they 
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don ' t .  Germans  of  course  are  a l so  inhibi ted  by the i r  own record  f rom 

any k ind  of  ser ious  repress ion .   

The  Saudi -Wahhabi  vers ion  comes  in  severa l  sub-var ian ts ,  the  mos t  

no tor ious  of  which  of  course  i s  the  Osama Bin-Laden vers ion ,  which  i s  

an  outgrowth  f rom the  Saudi  Wahhabi  vers ion .  I  was  assured  by an  Arab  

head  of  s ta te  that  Al -Qaida  i s  a  b ranch  of  Saudi  in te l l igence  and  Osama 

Bin-Laden  i s  a  h igh  Saudi  of f ic ia l .  I  don ' t  th ink  I would  go  tha t  far ,  but  

there  i s  obviously an  af f in i t y be tween  them:  they are  d i f feren t  b ranches  

f rom the  same t ree .   

The  second brand  of  Is lamic  mi l i t ancy in  the  world  today i s  o f  

course  the  Iran ian  revolu t ionary ve rs ion ,  par t i cu lar ly in  recent  years  

s ince  Ahmadinejad  became pres ident  and  s ince  they have  adopted  th i s  

what  I  th ink  can  be  bes t  descr ibed  as  thi s  apocalypt ic  percept ion  of  the  

wor ld  s i tua t ion  in  which  we f ind  ourse lves  a t  the  present  day.  And th i s  

again  has  enormous fo l lowing a l l  over  the  p lace:  some year s  ago  I was  

inv i ted to  a  l ec ture  tour  of  Is lamic  univers i t i es  of  Indones ia  and ,  

v i s i t ing the  s tudents '  quar ters ,  I  was  d i sagreeably surpr i sed  to  f ind  

Khomein i ' s  por t ra i t  on  the  wal ls  a l l  over  the  p lace .  Indones ia  i s  a  

so l idly Sunni  country but  never the less ,  th i s  idea  of  the  Great  Is lamic  

Revolu t ion  had  i ts  appeal  for  many s tudents .  I  th ink  the  subsequent  

evolu t ion  of  the  Is lamic  revolu t ion  which ,  l ike  the  Russ ian and  French  

revolu t ions ,  has  gone through var ious  phases ,  i t  i s  now in the  S tal in  

phase .  This  has  had a  somewhat  dampening ef fec t  on  en thus iasm 

e l sewhere ,  bu t  i t  s t i l l  remains  an  importan t  fac tor .  

The  th i rd  vers ion  of  Is lam curren t ly be ing of fered  i s  Reform –  the  

idea  of  what  you  might  ca l l  a  modera te  modern  Is lam compat ib le  wi th  

f ree  ins t i tu t ions ,  wi th  democra t ic  socie t ies  and  so  on .  This  has  i t s  

fo l lowers  and  they have  cer ta in  arguments  which I wi l l  come to  in  a  
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moment;  i t  i s  no t  a  powerfu l  movement ,  i t s  ex ten t  of  suppor t  i s  very 

d i f f icu l t  to  es t imate ,  s ince  i t  i s  ru th less ly r epressed .  But  i t  i s  there  –  

there  i s  no  doubt  about  that  and  f rom t ime to  t ime there  are  encouraging 

s igns  tha t  a  reformed Is lam,  a  new in terpre ta t ion  of  Is lam,  is  a  

poss ibi l i t y.   

Now,  ta lk ing of  the  in ternal  choices ,  I  have  spoken only of  the  

re l igious  one .  There i s  o f  course  the  -  I  was  going to  say secular  bu t  I  

hes i ta te  to  use  tha t  word  in  an  Is lamic  contex t ,  i t  i s  an  ex tremely 

Chr i s t i an  term which  does  not  apply.  Let  us  say the  na t ional  and  

pat r io t ic  one:  in  the Western  world  for  many centur ies  now,  i t  has  been  

cus tomary to  def ine  ident i t y b y nat iona l i t y,  by count ry or  na t ion .  In  

American  usage ,  the  two words  are  synonymous ;  in  Br i t i sh usage ,  they 

are  no t .  Nat ion i s  people ,  count ry i s  p lace .  I  r emember  when I f i r s t  went  

to  the  Uni ted  S ta tes ,  how shocked  I was  when a  co l league a t  the  

univers i t y to ld  me tha t  dur ing the  summer ,  he  was  p lanning to  dr ive  

across  the  na t ion  which ,  in  my language,  sugges ted  the  mass ive  i l l -

t rea tment  of  l a rge  numbers  of  people .   

The  not ions  of  count ry and  nat ion  were  both  new to  the  Is lamic  

wor ld ;  the  not ion  of  count ry was  so  new that  a  very large  propor t ion of  

the  count r ies  don ' t  even  have  a  name in  Arabic .  If  you  look  a t  the  

ex t remely r ich  h i s tor ica l  l i t e ra ture ,  as  I  remarked las t  t ime,  you  don ' t  

f ind  h is tor ies  of  count r ies  or  of  na t ions ;  thi s  i s  a  new idea,  i t  came f rom 

Europe and  i t  b rought  wi th  i t  the  idea  of  ident i t y and  loyal ty by the  

na t ion  – tha t  i s  na t ional i sm;  and  ident i ty and  loyal ty b y the  count ry –  

tha t  i s  pa t r iot i sm.  Both  of  these  ideas  –  count ry and  nat ion  –  both  of  

these  loyal t i es  –  na t ional i sm and  pat r io t i sm –  are  compara t ive ly new to  

the  region .  Nat ional i sm was  able  to  adjus t  much more  readi ly because  i t  

f i t t ed  bet ter  wi th  the  re l igious  and  Is lamic  background;  the  ad jus tment  

 

14  



  

  

  

15

f rom Is lamic  ident i ty to  na t ional  ident i ty i s  compara t ive ly easy.  If  you  

do  i t  by count ry,  tha t  means  you  share  an  ident i t y wi th  a l l  those  awful  

people  who l ive  next  door  and  in  the  var ious  ghet tos  and  so on .  This  

crea ted  problems.  I  would  say tha t  Iran  i s  p robably the  count ry where  

the  sense  of  pa t r io t ism i s  most  s t rongly developed  but  tha t  i s ,  as  they 

used  to  say,  no  accident .  Ir an  i s  the  only rea l  count ry in  tha t  vas t  a rea ;  

mos t  of  the  other  count r ies  of  the  Middle  Eas t  were  ar t i f i c ia l  c rea t ions  

drawn on  maps  wi th ru lers  by mos t ly Br i t i sh  and  French  s tatesmen and  

bureaucra t s .  Iran  i s  a  rea l  count ry;  i t  has  been  there  for  thousands  of  

years  and  i t  has  a  s t rong corpora te  sense  of  ident i t y.  And therefore  I  

th ink  tha t  in  Ir an ,  what  we face  i s  no t  so  much nat ional i sm as  

pa t r io t ism,  a  very d i f feren t  th ing;  I  th ink  tha t ,  in  deal ing wi th  Iran ,  i t  

would  be  wise  to  bear  th i s  in  mind .  However ,  the  new nat ional  or  

pa t r io t ic  ident i t y wi l l  again  ra i se  cer ta in  new ques t ions ;  for  example  

f ront ier  ques t ions .  In  the  pas t ,  f ron t ier  ques t ions  were  not  te r r ib ly 

impor tant :  f ront iers  were  mos t ly deser t  a reas ;  no  wel l -def ined  f ront iers .  

The  idea  of  a  f ron t ier  d rawn on  a  map is  a  recent  importa t ion  f rom 

Europe.  But  now i t  has  become an  i ssue  and  there  are  f ront ier  d i sputes  

a l l  over  the  Middle  Eas t  and  Nor th Afr ica  be tween  var ious  S ta tes ,  and  

these  somet imes  al so  ra i se  ques t ions  of  e thn ic i t y as  wel l  as  of  s t ra tegy.  

Ethnic i t y a l so  ra i ses  regional  ques t ions:  observe  the  example  of  Iran ,  

Iran  i s  one  count ry,  bu t  i t  i s  composed  of  many d i f feren t  e thn ic  groups  

who go  round the  count ry –  Kurds ;  Azar i s ,  Turkomans ,  the  Baluchis  and  

so  many o ther  groups ,  each  wi th  i t s  own language,  i t s  own e thnic  

ident i t y.  What  i s  remarkable  I th ink  about  the  Iranian  case  i s  that  so  far ,  

they seem to  be  genuinely bound together  by a  common Iran ian  loyal ty 

and  pat r io t i sm,  though i f  the  present  regime cont inues ,  they may wel l  

undermine  tha t .  
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There  are  regional  p roblems,  or  po tent ia l  p roblems of  the  same sor t  

e l sewhere ,  two in  par t i cu lar .  In  the  modern  per iod ,  wi th  the  genera l  

acceptance  of  na t ional i t y and  e thnic i t y as  def in ing ident i ty and  loyal ty,  

a  whole  ser ies  of  new s ta tes  and  nat ions  have  come in to  be ing,  bu t  there  

are  two importan t  ethn ic  groups ,  o r  should  I sa y two importan t  na t ional  

groups  tha t  never  ach ieved  s ta tehood.  The Kurds  and the  Berbers  –  the  

Berbers  are  in  Nor th  Afr ica .  The  Kurds are  to  be  found in  Iraq ,  Iran ,  

Syr ia ,  Turke y and  some of  the  Trans-Caucas ian  Republ ics .  Kurdish  i s  a  

d i s t inc t  l anguage;  i t  i s  o f  the  Iran ian  fami ly,  re la ted  to  Pers ian  but  

d i f feren t  and  very d i f feren t  f rom ei ther  Arabic  or  Turk ish .  The Kurds  

came wi th in  a  d i s tance  of  ach iev ing a  na t ional  s ta te  but ,  for  a  var ie ty of  

reasons ,  tha t  possibi l i t y was  not  accompl i shed .  Today you  have  an  

increas ingly resent fu l  Kurdish  popula t ion ,  d ivided  between a  number  of  

s ta tes ,  who fee l  tha t  they a lone  have  been  d i scr iminated  agains t ,  they 

a lone  have  not  been given  what  everybody e l se  in  the  region  has  had  –  

tha t  i s  to  say a  sovere ign  nat ional  s tate  of  the i r  own.  One may expect  

tha t  thi s  ques t ion  of  the  Kurds  wi l l  become more  and  more  acute  in  the  

years  to  come.  

The o ther  group  that  I  ment ioned  are  the  Berbers :  these  are  in  

Nor th  Afr ica ,  s ta r t ing in  Libya  and  a l l  the  way across  to  Morocco .  

These  are  a  group  of  c lose ly- re la ted  peoples ,  speaking c lose ly- re la ted  

languages  of  the  Berber  fami ly;  these  were  the  ind igenous  inhabi tan ts  of  

Nor th  Afr ica  before  the  Arabs  came in  the  seventh  century and  they 

have  preserved  the ir  l anguages ;  Berber  i s  s t i l l  widely spoken ,  i t  i s  very 

d i f feren t  f rom Arabic  and ,  l ike  the  Kurds ,  they have  never  had  a  s ta te  of  

the i r  own s ince  the  advent  of  Is lam and  s ince  the  ear ly Is lamic  empi res .  

In  Nor th  Afr ica  too ,  there  i s  a  growing Berber  consciousness  which  
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expresses  i t sel f  in  var ious  ways ;  they s t i l l  have  a  long way to  go  before  

they reach  even  the  Kurdish  level  bu t  i t ' s  there  and  i t ' s  happening.  And 

th i s  again  wi l l  be  a  fac tor  of  some impor tance  in  the  fu ture  for  tha t  

region ,  wi th  impact  inevi tably on  o ther  regions  too .  

Wel l ,  I  spoke about  re l igion ,  I  spoke about  na t ional i t y.  What  about  

regimes?  There  are  arguments  and  there  are  p ieces  of  h i s tor ica l  

ev idence  for  and  agains t :  one  l ine  i s  to  say –  looking a t  the corrupt  

t yrannies  tha t  ru le  mos t  of  the  region  – tha t ' s  how i t  has  a lways  been ,  

tha t ' s  how i t  wi l l  a lways  be;  there 's  no th ing we can  do  about  i t  and  we 

jus t  have  to  ach ieve the  bes t  re lat ionship  possib le  wi th  these  people .  

This  cur ious ly i s  known as  the  'p ro-Arab  a t t i tude ' .  In  fac t  o f  course  i t ' s  

no th ing of  the  k ind;  i t  shows  ignorance  of  the  Arab  pas t ,  contempt  for  

the  Arab  present  and  unconcern  for  the  Arab  fu ture .  This  k ind  of  

t yranny,  th i s  k ind  of  d ic ta torship  is  not  ind igenous  to  the  Middle  East ;  

i t  was  in t roduced  f rom Europe in  s tages  by the  n ineteenth  century 

reformers  wi th  the  bes t  o f  inten t ions ,  t rying to  modern ize ;  and  by doing 

so  they in t roduced  harmful  things ;  they increased  the  power  of  the  s ta te  

and  they l imi ted  or  e l iminated  those  e lements  in  society wh ich  had  

prev ious ly served  as  l imi ts ,  as  const ra in t s  on  the  power  of  the  s ta te .   

The  second s tage  we can  date  prec i se ly to  1940:  the  Vichy 

surrender ;  the  Germans  turned  up in  force  in  the  Middle  Eas t  and  

es tab l i shed  themselves  in  Syr ia ,  moved f rom Syr ia  to  Iraq  where  Rashid  

Al i  se t  up  a  Nazi - t ype  regime.  Those  were  crushed  –  the i r  leaders  f l ed  

to  Ber l in  but ,  a f ter  the  war ,  when the  wes tern  powers  wi thdrew,  the  

Sovie ts  moved in  and  ad jus t ing f rom the  Naz i  model  to  the Soviet  model  

d id  not  requi re  any grea t  changes .  That  i s  the  pol i t i ca l  hi s tory of  the  

region;  tha t  i s  the  hi s tory of  the  k ind  of  d ic ta torship ,  the  pol ice  s ta te ,  

the  one-par ty s ta te  wi th  the  Par ty as  an  ins t rument  of  indoct r ina t ion and   
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repress ion .  So  you  say –  Ver y wel l  then  but ,  wi thout  that ,  what  was  i t  

l ike?  Now cer ta in ly,  the  h is tory of  the  Middle  East  i s  no t  democra t ic .  

They d id  not  develop  democra t ic  ins t i tut ions  of  the  kind  tha t  we f ind  in  

Europe even  in  the  Middle  Ages  but  there  are  cer ta in  o ther  th ings  which  

give  hope.  One of  them i s  the  not ion  of  l imi ted  au thor i ty.  The  Is lamic  

t rad i t ion  ins i s t s  very s t rongly on  re jec t ing despot i sm:  the  Arabic  t e rm i s  

Is t ibdad  –  despot ism and  i t  i s  a lways  used ,  even  in  ear ly c lass ica l  t ex t s ,  

in  a  very negat ive  sense .  Government  is  to  be  consul tat ive  and  l imi ted ;  

the  Quran  says  'Consul t  them' ,  meaning consul t  people  in  mat ters .  The  

s t ress  on  consul ta t ion  i s  very s t rong,  r igh t  th rough the  c lass ica l  Is lamic  

t rad i t ion .  So  too  i s  the  s t ress  on  the  l imi ta t ion  of  author i ty.  In  the  o ld  

Ot toman Empire ,  when a  new Sul tan  was  en throned ,  he  was  gree ted  by 

the  people  wi th  cr ies  of  'Padishah '  –  'Don ' t  be  proud;  God is  grea ter  

than  you  are ' .  I f  you 'd  l ike  i t  in  Turkish  -  "Magrur  o lma senden  büyük 

Al lah  var" .  

This  t radi t ion  was  not  by an y means  a  pure ly theoret ica l  one;  f rom 

descr ip t ions  f rom outs ide  we know that  a  t rad i t ional  Musl im ru ler  d id in  

fac t  have  to  consul t  –  no t  wi th  an  elec ted  consul tat ive  assembly but  

ra ther  wi th  cer ta in  es tab l i shed  interes ts :  the  merchant  gu i lds  in  the  

bazaar ;  the  craf t  gu i lds ,  the  count ry gent ry,  the  mi l i t a ry,  the  re l igious  

es tab l i shment  and so  on .  Each  of  these  was  an  organiza t ion;  each  of  

these  –  and  th i s  i s  a  very impor tan t  poin t  –  each  of  these  produced  i t s  

own leadersh ip  f rom wi thin ,  no t  nominated  f rom above.  And the  sys tem 

of  consul tat ion  d id  funct ion  ef fec t ive ly in  the  pre-modern  socie t ies  of  

the  Middle  Eas t .   

I t  d idn ' t  a lways ;  somet imes  th ings  went  wrong and  a  t yranny was  

es tab l i shed .  We have  two a l ternat ive  t rad i t ions  in  Musl im pol i t i ca l  

thought :  one  of  which  ins is t s  on  l imited  au thor i t y and  consul ta t ion ,  and  
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the i r  d ic tum i s  a  saying a t t r ibu ted  to  the  Prophet :  " there  i s  no  obedience  

in  s in" .  In  o ther  words ,  i f  the  ru ler  orders  something which  i s  cont rary 

to  the  law of  God,  the  duty of  obedience  lapses  and  is  rep laced ,  no t  by  

a  r igh t  of  d i sobedience ,  as  in  Western  thought ,  bu t  a  du ty of  

d i sobedience .  As agains t  tha t ,  there  i s  the  fac t  tha t  qui te  f requent ly,  

ru lers  d id  es tab l ish  themselves  as  t yran ts  and  there  i s  an  a l te rnat ive  

which  again  i s  wel l  documented  in  Is lamic  pol i t i ca l  wr i t ings  and  

thoughts ,  o f  the  pr inc ip le  tha t  t yrann y i s  be t ter  than  anarchy.  Put  up  

wi th  any tyran t ,  however  awful ,  i f  the  a l te rnat ive  is  a  re lapse  in to 

comple te  chaos .  What  I  am t rying to  po in t  i s  that  the  Is lamic  t rad i t ion  

of  government ,  o f  au thor i ty,  i s  much more  var ied  than  would  appear  

f rom the  curren t  genera l  d i scussion  and  i t  does  conta in  a  number  of  

d i f feren t  possib i l i t ies  wi th  which  of  course  learned  Musl ims ,  and  even  

some less  l earned  Musl ims ,  a re  acquain ted .   

Final ly I  tu rn  to  the one  par t  o f  the  Middle  Eas t  tha t  has  not  

f igured  a t  a l l  in  my d iscussions  hi ther to ,  and  tha t  i s  a  l i t t l e  count ry 

ca l led  Is rae l .  Here ,  as  my t ime has  run  out ,  I  sha l l  l imi t  mysel f  to  what  

I  see  as  the  two dangers  tha t  confront  Is rae l  a t  the  present  t ime and  both  

of  them are  very ser ious .  One,  of  which I th ink  everyone i s  aware  and  

acute ly conscious ,  i s  the  ex ternal  danger ,  more  par t i cu lar ly the  danger  

f rom a  nuclear -armed Iran  which  i s  more  than  a  possib i l i ty –  a  

probabi l i t y in  the  not  too d i s tan t  future .  And the  other ,  to  which  I would  

wish  to  draw your  a t t en t ion  more  par t i cu lar ly,  i s  the  in ternal  danger ,  

and  here  I would  l ike  to  use  my remain ing few minutes  to  draw a t ten t ion  

to  what  seems to  be  the  two most  dangerous  t rends  in  Is rae l  a t  the  

present  t ime.  One of  them is  in  the  f ie ld  of  educat ion  -  I  am speaking 

not  so  much of  un ivers i t y educat ion  as  of  p r imary and  secondary 

educat ion ,  the  decl ine  in  respect  and  s tandards  for  school  teachers ;  the   
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decl ine  of  tha t  p rofess ion  i s  having devas ta t ing consequences  and  th i s  

can  only get  worse  unless  something i s  done  about  i t .  The  o ther ,  which  

i s  no t  new but  i t  cont inues ,  i s  the  e lec tora l  sys tem.  Is rae l  d id  succeed  in  

es tab l i sh ing,  what  is  p robably the  wors t  e lec tora l  sys tem in  the  f ree  

wor ld ;  one  which  is  carefu l ly des igned  to  give  specia l  in f luence  to  very 

minor  t roublesome fac t ions .  In  a  cons t i tuency sys tem,  on  the  Br i t i sh  or  

American  model ,  you  would  not  have  a  mul t ip l ic i t y of  par t i es ,  you  

would  have  two,  or  a t  the  mos t  th ree  par t i es ,  which are  ab le  to  command 

suppor t  a l l  over  the  par ty and  you  would  have  a  possib i l i t y of  genuine  

funct ion ing democracy.  But  tha t  hasn ' t  happened  and I remember  some 

t ime ago ,  an  a t tempt  was  made to  modi fy the  s ys tem by the  d i rec t  

e lec t ion  of  the  pr ime minis ter .  I  was  asked  my opin ion  a t  the  t ime and  I 

sa id ,  "Well  you  a l ready have  the  wors t  e lec tora l  sys tem in  the  f ree  

wor ld  and  now, wi th  t rue  Jewish ingenui ty,  you  have succeeded  in  do ing 

someth ing which  I wouldn ' t  have  thought  poss ib le;  you  have  found a  

way to  make i t  even worse .  For tunate ly tha t  par t i cular  change has  been  

remedied  but  I  would  urge  you  to  th ink  carefu l ly about  the  needs  of  the  

fu ture ,  especia l l y these  two –  educat ion and  e lec t ion .  Thank you .   

 

Prof .  Eyal  Zisser:  

Thank you ,  Bernard  for  th i s  wonderfu l  l ec ture .  You have  spoken  about  

the  pas t ,  the  present ,  the  fu ture ;  you  ment ioned  educat ion  – wel l ,  you  

know when we spoke;  I  be l ieve  in  September ,  d i scuss ing your  l ec tures  

here ,  I  ment ioned  the  second lec ture  was  supposed  to  have  taken  p lace  

af ter  the  f i r s t  semester ,  which  was  scheduled  to  end  las t  week .  We sa id  

tha t  unfor tunate ly s tudents  would  probably be  unable  to  a t tend  but ,  as  

you  can  see ,  we the  professors  here  a t  the  univers i t y have  t aken  care  of  
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tha t  and  gone on  s t r ike  and  ac tual ly the  f i r s t  semester  began  only 

yes terda y.  So  I see  here  many of  our  s tudents .  We have  some t ime for  

ques t ions  and  answers .  

 

Quest ion:   

You d id  not  ment ion  the  d i f ference  between  the  Shi i t es  and  the  Sunnis  

per  se ;  you  descr ibed  the  t rad i t ional  approach  to  government  bu t  can  

you  see  any forces  tha t  would  be  ac t ing towards  moving those  

t rad i t ional  approaches  in  Musl im society awa y f rom the  gr ip  of  the  

au tocra t ic  menta l i t y in  the  Musl im world?  

 

Prof .  Lewis :     

F i rs t  the  Sunni -Shia  ques t ion ,  thi s  i s  obvious ly an  impor tan t  one  but  I 

have  the  fee l ing that  i t  i s  becoming less  impor tant  now. Remember  tha t  

i s  on ly an  i s sue  in  count r ies  where  both ex is t .  If  you  t ravel  for  example  

in  Musl im Afr ica ,  f rom Egypt  a l l  the  way across  to  Morocco  and  

southwards  in to Sudan ,  i t  i s  not  an  is sue  a t  a l l .  There  are  no  Shia  there ;  

they don ' t  know what  i t  i s .  I  remember  be ing asked  by one  person  –  an  

educated  Egypt ian  –  "Am I a  Sunni  o r  a  Shi ' i t e? "  He didn ' t  know what  i t  

was  about .  It  i s  an  is sue  where  you  have  both ,  as  in  Iraq  and  in  

Pakis tan.  It  was  par t i cu lar ly an  i s sue  in  Iraq  because  you  had  a  Shi ' i t e  

major i t y and  a  Sunni  ascendancy ( I  borrow the  word  f rom Ir i sh  h is tory) :  

Sunni  dominat ion  of  a  Shi ' i t e  major i t y which  has  gone on  for  cen tur ies  

and  tha t  has  obvious ly been  a  major  i s sue ,  a  very sens i t ive  i s sue  in  Iraq .  

But  I  have  the  impress ion  tha t  e l sewhere  in  the  Musl im world ,  except  in  

those  areas  where  they ex is t  s ide  by s ide ,  Iraq  i s  one ,  Pakis tan  another  –  

i t  i s  no t  a  major  i s sue .  As  I to ld  you ,  in  Indones ia ,  a  so l idly Sunni  

count ry,  the y were  ce lebra t ing the  Iran ian  revolu t ion .   
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The second ques t ion :  

 

Quest ion:   

 ( repeat  –  inaudible) .  

 

Prof .  Lewis :   

This  is  very d i f f icu l t  because  people  in  mos t  Musl im count r ies  know 

that  i f  they express  th i s  kind  of  op inion publ icly,  they wi l l  be  in  deep  

t rouble  and  th i s  does  have  a  cer ta in  de ter ren t  e f fec t .  Never the less ,  I  

have  been  as tonished  and  del igh ted  a t  the  ex tent  to  which  such  opinions  

are  be ing expressed,  even  openly,  dur ing the  las t  few years .  You now 

have people  in  Egypt  even ,  and  in  o ther  count r ies ,  who come out  openly 

and  ta lk  about  the  need  for  democra t izat ion  and,  even  more out rageous  

f rom thei r  poin t  o f  v iew –  the  need  for  good re la t ions  wi th  Is rae l .  You 

now have people  in  Iraq  and  Egypt  and  e l sewhere  who wi l l  t e l l  you  tha t  

the  advent  of  Is rae l  has  been  an  unexpected  boon and  bless ing to  the  

Arab  wor ld ,  giv ing them a  working democracy a t  the  very hear t  o f  the  

region ,  a  model  to  fo l low,  an  example ,  and  tha t  the  Arab  popula t ion  of  

Is rae l  can  serve  as  an  example  of  a  success fu l  exper iment .  This  is  not  a  

v iew which  is  widely expressed  for  obvious  reason  but  i t  i s  expressed;  

one  meets  people  who ta lk  l ike  tha t  and I f ind  th i s  encouraging.  The 

fac t  tha t  they dare  to  say so  publ ic ly means  tha t  they a l so  fee l  tha t  there  

i s  a  change.  

  

Quest ion:    

What  i s  your  concept ion  of  the  Middle  Eas t?  …you ment ioned  India  and  

China…. 
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Prof .  Lewis :   

I  d id  not  mean  tha t  Ind ia  and  China  are  par t  o f  the  Middle  Eas t  any 

more  than  Europe and  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  are  par t  o f  the  Middle  Eas t .  I  

t a lked  of  these  as  ex ternal  fac tors  af fec t ing the  Middle  Eas t .  The  term 

'Middle  Eas t '  –  you  are  qu i te  r igh t  –  is  very inaccura te  –  very 

mis leading.  I  remember  some years  ago  v i s i t ing an  American  

organiza t ion  which  ca l l s  i t se l f  'The  American  Fr iends  of  the  Middle  

Eas t ' ;  I  was  surpr i sed  to  f ind tha t  the  area  to  which  they of fered  the i r  

f r i endship  began  in  Morocco  and  went  al l  the  way to  Indones ia .  I  sa id  

'Wel l  what  exact ly do  you  mean by the  Middle  East? '  and  they sa id  ' the  

middle  par t  o f  the  Eas tern  hemisphere ' .  That  i s  no t  the  usual  

in terpre ta t ion .  The Near  Eas t  was  the  f i r s t  t e rm;  for  a  long t ime i t  was  

s imply the  Eas t  o r  the  Or ien t ;  and  for  Europeans  tha t  meant  the  "Near  

Eas t" ,  because  they were  bare ly aware  o f  a  more  d i s tant  East .  When 

people  t a lked  about  the  Eas tern  Quest ion  for  example ,  they meant  the  

Ot toman empi re ;  but  then ,  as  Europe became aware  of  a  more  d i s tan t  

Eas t  beyond the  hor izons ,  they s tar ted  to  t a lk  of  the  Near  Eas t  –  a  t e rm 

which  came in to  use  in  the  course  of  the  n ineteenth  century.  The Middle  

Eas t  was  invented  by an  American  admira l  a t  the  beginning of  the  

twent ie th  century and  then  a  number  of  ins t i tut ions  decided  to  play i t  

safe  by combining the  two in  the  Near  and  the  Middle  Eas t ,  avoid ing the  

need  to  say which  i s  Near  and  which  i s  Middle .  One reason perhaps  for  

ca l l ing i t  the  Middle  Eas t  i s  tha t  i t  tu rned  out  to  be  not  qu i te  as  near  as  

they thought .  In  Ind ia ,  when India  became independent ,  they s t rongly 

objec ted  to  the  'Middle  Eas t '  o r  'Near  Eas t ' ;  they sa id  qui te  r igh t ly ' th i s  

i s  a  Euro-cent r ic  view,  def in ing a  region  by looking a t  i t  f rom London  

or  Par i s  maybe,  bu t  no t  much e l se . '  And they sa id  tha t  th is  was  
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unacceptab le  and  so they ins tead  co ined  the  te rm 'West  As ia '  which  

unfor tunate ly has  the  d i sadvantage  of  l eav ing out  Egypt .  Now some 

people  might  want  to  l eave  Egypt  ou t  of  the  Middle  Eas t  bu t  tha t  i s  

hard ly prac t icab le .  The  term Near  and  Middle  East  now cont inues  in  

use :  Near  and  Middle  Eas t  o r  s imply Middle  East .  "Near  Eas t"  has  

a lmos t  d i sappeared .  As  to  a  def in i t ion  of  i t  –  the  hear t l ands  of  i t  a re  

Egypt  and  the  Levant ;  then  f rom the  Levant  i t  goes  on  and  inc ludes  

Turkey,  Iraq ,  the  Arabian  Peninsu la  and f rom Egypt  i t  goes  wes twards  

a l l  the  way to  Morocco  and  southwards  to  the  Sudan;  and  some people  

go  fur ther  than  tha t .  It  has  a l so  been  penet ra t ing southwards  f rom 

Morocco  to  Maur i tan ia .  Lat ter ly there  has  been  another  addi t ion to  the  

Middle  East  wi th  the  co l lapse  of  the  Sovie t  Union:  the  Is lamic  

Republ ics  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  –  Kazakhs tan ,  Turkmenis tan ,  

Ki rghiz tan  and  the  res t  o f  them.  They are  in  Cent ra l  As ia  and  they are  

now cons idered  a l so to  be  par t  o f  the  Middle  East ,  and  tha t  i s  no t  

unreasonable  -  h i s tor ica l l y,  cu l tura l l y t hey belong wi th  the Middle  Eas t ,  

wi th  the  Arabic ,  Pers ian  and  Turkish-speaking lands .  The term Near  and  

Middle  East  i s  very much used ,  even  in  South and  South-Eas t  As ia  

though f rom thei r  po in t  o f  v iew,  i t  i s  the  not  too  d i s tan t  Wes t .  But  these  

have  become the  commonly accepted  terms ,  and  I th ink  those  would  be  

more  or  l ess  genera l l y accepted  def in i t ion  of  the  present  t ime.  

 

Quest ion:   ( inaudible)  

Prof .  Lewis :   

…shor t  quest ion  and  I ' l l  g ive  you  a  shor t  answer .  I  wi l l  i f  you  permi t  

me,  re-def ine  the  ques t ion  s l igh t ly;  i s  o rganized  re l igion  compat ible  

wi th  democracy in  Is lam or  anywhere  e l se?  Would  that  be  a  fa i r  

summary?  
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Yes  I th ink  tha t  i s  a  c rucia l  ques t ion .  And i f  you  look  a t  i t  

h i s torica l l y,  no t  theore t ica l l y bu t  h i s torica l l y –  t ake  the  ques t ion  say,  Is  

Chr i s t i an i ty compat ib le  wi th  democracy?  Wel l  than  you  have  to  d ivide  –

Pro tes tant ,  Cathol ic ,  Or thodox .  If  you  look  a t  the  record  for  Or thodox   

Chr i s t i an i ty,  you  would  have  to  say 'P robably not ' .  I f  you  look  a t  the  

record  for  Cathol ic  Chr i s t i an i ty,  you  would  have  to  say 'Very Mixed ' .  If  

you  look  a t  the  record  for  Pro tes tan t  Chr i s t i ani ty,  you  would  have  to  say 

'Yes  pre t t y good ' ,  i f  you  forget  about  Naz i  Germany and  one  or  two 

o ther  th ings  l ike  tha t .  Hi t le r  was  not  brought  up  as  a  Protes tan t .  I  th ink  

we should  phrase  the  ques t ion d i f feren t ly:  Is  democrac y compat ible  wi th 

empowered  re l igion  and  I th ink  the  answer  there  i s  No.  That  i s  why 

secular i sm was  developed  and  the  not ion  of  the  Separa t ion  of  Church  

and  S ta te ,  which  serves  the  double  purpose  of  prevent ing the  Church  

f rom us ing the  power  of  the  s ta te  to  enforce  i t s  doct r ines  and  prevent ing 

the  s ta te  f rom inter fer ing in  the  af fa i rs  of  the  church .  The separa t ion  of  

Church  and  S ta te  is  rea l l y the  resu l t  o f  the  shat ter ing re l igious  wars  in  

Europe and  the  long and  b i t t e r  wars  be tween  Pro tes tan ts  and  Cathol ics  

and  which  went  on  for  cen tur ies  and  which  f ina l ly led  to  shal l  we say 

the  acceptance  of  the  idea  of  separa t ion between  them.  In  Is lam,  except  

in  Turkey where  Is l am was  formal ly d i ses tab l i shed ,  and  where  there  i s  

no  es tab l i shed  re l igion  –  a t  l eas t  I  haven ' t  seen  th i s  morning 's  papers  

ye t ,  there  wasn ' t  l as t  t ime I looked  const i tut ion normal ly meant  some 

reference  to  Is lam o r  Shar i te  o r  bo th .  In  the  J ewish s ta te  i t ' s  no t  a t  a l l  

c lear ;  I  would  ask  you  tha t  ques t ion .  

 

Prof , .  Zisser:    

Thank you  ver y much Prof .  Lewis ,  It  was  grea t  rea l ly.  And  we wi l l  see  

you  nex t  year .  

Prof .  Lewis:   Insh-Al la   … 
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